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PREFACE. 



The follo^v^ring Story, like its predecessor "M 

tood '' i^ ^^^ intended for children. Evi 

gj^^ce i^^ *^^^ course of the narrative, th 

thor' is ol3lig^^' now and then, to side, as i 

'til tlae ctiildren against the parents. 

' Story, though not devoid of "grown-up" 

1*5 rnainly founded on the lives of 
characters, i^ i , . .u u 

^^rl SO appeals only to those who are 

ioterestea i- the subject. 
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T H RO W^lSr rrOGETi 



The JHTei-oine's Home. 

Five o'clock on sl July afternoon 
school-room, and the ciGprcssizig sounc 
of C. 

Would not sucli a combination m 
frivolous rejoice that tlidr educatio 
pleted? 

Cecily MiddJeton, SLgcdL sgvgti, is u 
down the piajio, yvith hot heavy finger 
^^t and arm a trGixxendous jerh eve; 
lier thumb's turn to go underj for \ 
nianoBuvre she is every tim^ pulled 
governess at her side, and comjp^^^^^ 
the bottom of the piano, and ty^girx the 
Nina AffddJeton, some ye^zs l^^^ ^^^ 
^ the table. Jimp and listless , t>y wai 
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THROWN TOGETHER. 



^^X^'*^^'"^^^^ ^^tti- With her hair all pushed back 
frCT*-** ^^'^ ^"^^ face, and her chin resting on her 
^a-****^' ^^^ ^s <ietermining in her own mind that it 
-IS f^* *°'' ^"^^^ for any sum t9 come right; and she 
te^lB Profoundly indifferent as to workmen and the 
rat*= of their ^ages, which is the problem she has 
^eeo giverx to consider. What can it matter? Whe- 
tter the ans^e^ ^^1 be in money or in workmen she 
feels mcapabie of hazarding an opinion, and it 
seems to her- „ . ^ «t 

„„• ^° very unimportant. 

^, ^°Us ne faites rien. 

, "' "^^^deniy rebuked, Nina roused herself, 

Te r"^^^^ Vith . long-drawn sigh to multiply 

by thel"'^ ^ecorxd terms together, and to drvxde 

Seoil ^'^' P^od^xoix^g thereby a hideous confusxo.. 

nes. ^ "' ^^-stake sl.e, with, another sxgh of weaxx- 

a«d r' '°^-^o^ x-bbed out what she had doxxe, 

the '^'" ^^«f^ . 'l^^* *^ melancholy intonation of 



scale 



of 







^^mbined with the state of the 
to render calculation impossible, 
^elf reducing pence to shillings, 
^^^^^^^^-eight farthings in a pound. 
^t last, with heat and incapacity, 
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she rubbed out the vi^l^ole sum — -ijiiGstion -i^^^^ ^^ ii . 

and then, in despair ixt ^vsrhsLt sJie had dan^-^ ^Ir^^ 

<irewher pencil do^w-n tl:ie sJ^ite vi^itfi a terrific sq u ^^^e3.1<:^ 

which brought upon lier the w^r^tli of Madeinof ^^ «^ 1 1^^ ^ 

and ehcited sbrieks of d&li^^^t ^ind aixiuscment :tl 

Cecily. 

Of course anything tlia^t crea^tea a momerr^i 

diversion from the scale oT C was hailed as ^ x^^ 

by Cecily; and it toolc JVI^deixioiselJe some mi ra^ 

^st to reprove IsTiua, and tlier. to rls^ and ^^ 

^e sum. 

But this was no solitary instance of Cecily's p*^ 
of deriving amusexxxerat fron. tH« trifling ever.* « 
, „i, ,if a penoil was ca^ 

- eveiy-day life. The squeak o» ^ I ^i^i, . 

« . . - r<^ evoke i^er mirth; ^ 

sufficient, in lesson-time, to e ^^ ^^ .^^^ 

a.y of the hundred ^'^^ -^'^^";j^Uy .ath <=_ 
are all more or less exposed in moment, 

send her into fits of laughter ,,„„c, or ca^. 

Mademoiselle knocked Her ^_^^ ^^^ mtc» 

her gown in the fender, ^1P^^^ ^Cec^X ^^^ "^^^ "^ 
lap, or stumbled over a, stool, 

there was no stopping Her- ^^ leisure at 

She enjoyed the few nii" 
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THROWN TOGETHER. 



^i^^^^ ^uU; and, after having recovered from 

^ laughter 



to 



produced by the squeak, she proceeded 

^ ^r legs backwards and forwards to cool 

cie:^^ ^^ ^oing, she made the startling dis- 

cc?"*^^ . "^y kicking the piano above the pedal, 

^ ^l ^^uld be produced, and was immensely 

del^g ^ • But, on attempting to bring the dis^ 

, * 1 . ^^^^ter perfection by a somewhat more 

' Mademoiselle remonstrated from the 
taTole, and r^ . r .1. 

F'^t an end at once to any further ex- 
periments. . u w • 1- 
one finger attempt at ^'hot-cross buns with 

i^as red^"^ "^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^''^'^'''' ''^''^P^'°'' ' ^""^ ^^^ 
^usic-stT^'^ ^^ twisting round and round on the 
to her •/ ^'*^^ Mademoiselle once more returned 



side 



over l^'^^^'^^niti^^ for amusement were not quite 
^''''^ as jvTaaemoiselle reseated herself, she 
^^"sed ,. ^ ^"^ ^^ocl^ l^er finger against the notes, and 



fiiat 




^^ member to her mouth with an 
Peal upon peal from Cecily — 
slie! She rolled about on her 



M.^ ^^e n« -. ^^ fell off the music-stool; and 



injured and somewhat huffy 
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tone, desired tier to jresume her p^racti 
aughter and. a-mixsemerU: i?«rere lost in the 
of the scale of C 

Meanwliile N'ina A^trorkeci away ^t her ; 
finislied it; pvit a^vay laer slate, and wet 
open window, -where she surrlvedl Just in tj 
a hansom drive up to the dtcyoir, and her fs : 
out of it. 

This was rather slix. unusual event, anc 
puzzled to account for it. It was very si ( 
^e came home at this hour- M^ gene i 
straight to the park £rom his cluh , ^n<^ si 
something particular must have hrought 
which opinion was confirmed by ^ 
out to the footman at the door, i« a 
wonted excitement, "Has IV^s. IVticidleton < 
from her drivel" ^^^ , i 

Nina felt very curious to Icnow ^^ ^^^ 
him in such a hurry, an^ was -'^^ . 

^^^er to maJce 
out of the window , in oroei^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

further mistress of what was S<^^ ^nd; ' 

Cecily's music-lesson came ^^ her t • 

moiseile, having betakien herse 
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14 THROWN TOGETHER. 

prepare for tea, the emancipated captive came run- 
ning to the window, exclaiming eagerly, "Didn't I 
hear a hansom drive upl" 

Nina instantly drew in her head, and came away 
from the window. Cecily's childish excitement over 
the hansom made her feel ashamed of her curiosity 
about it, and she answered, in an uninterested tone 
of voice, "Yes, it was papa." 

Nina was a good deal older than her sister by 
years, and many years older by disposition and 
temperament, for Cecily was childish and backward 
for her age. Moreover, Nina was a very proud 
child, and made the most of the years between 
them. Cecily was always so over-excited, and over- 
interested in everything, that Nina often felt lowered 
in her own estimation by being interested in the 
things at all. 

"Papa!" exclaimed Cecily; "oh! perhaps he's 
come to take us out in the park. What fun! what 
fun!" 

And, in spite of the state of the thermometer, 
Cecily capered about, and clapped her hands with 
delight. 
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TiiLE: M:E:i^oi3srE's lioiv 



These transports -wgitg olaildislaj 

not demean lierself tyy join£ngr i^ * 

marked carelessly ttusLt: slue didn't 

lie miglit only lia^v^e? conae to ^Gt, a 

chief, or perhaps to rG:t:clrL Irtis oards- 

Presently Cecily said, ^^JHTere cc 

the carriage, and papa is standin 

step, waiting to speak i:o her- 

Nina's curiosity overcame her ] 
)umped up and joined her slstGT at 
The carriage drove up to the 
Middleton advanced eag-erly, ^^^ ^ 
him say, "Lydia, it is 3,11 settle^^ 
room and read Magdalen's 1^ 

Oh, Nina, ^/V^ y<^^ hear* ^^ 
"it was about Aunt 2VCag:cialen ^^^' 
secret about her, I am snre. 
third time papa and ma»i«»^ 
to-day. What can it t>e?" ^ 

Nina answered i"'*.^*^'^^^^^^^^ 
know; but the expression ^" ,,. 
uninterested as she woni ^ ^^^ 

For her Aunt Magdalen, ^^ 
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1 6 THROWN TOGETHER. 

boy, Mervyn Lyndsay, were objects of deep interest 
to her; and she was inwardly quite as anxious as 
Cecily to discover what the news could be that 
seemed to have reference to them. She leaned out 
of the window still further, to see what was going 
on below; but there was little more to be seen. 
Colonel and Mrs. Middleton entered the house, the 
footman took books and parcels out of the carriage, 
the coachman drove round to the stables, and the 
two little girls were left wondering, each in her 
different way, what it could all mean. 

Leaving them in their perplexity, let us descend 
to the hall-door; and, going back a few minutes, 
let us stand with Colonel Middleton on the door- 
step, while the carriage drives up to the door. 

"Lydia, it is all settled! Come into my room 
and read Magdalen's letter." So sa)ring Colonel 
Middleton led the way to the smoking-room, and 
shut the door. "I am so glad, I can't tell you," he 
said, as he handed his wife the letter, and watched 
her while she read it. "Magdalen deserves to be 
happy, if anyone does; and after all, in spite of her 
many years of widowhood , she is still quite a girl. 
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1 8 THROWN TOGETHER. 

This was spoken sharply, as some otig tapped 

at the door; for Colonel Middleton was in great 

excitement over his news, and he wanted to talk it 

over with his wife. Therefore he greatly resented 

the interruption. It was too late, how^ever; the door 

opened, and a gentleman was announced. IVTrs. 

Middleton went out by another door, and Colonel 

Middleton advanced to greet the new arrival. He 

was much too full of his subject to talk long on 

any other, and at the first pause in the conversation 

he introduced it. 

"My sister, Mrs. L)mdsay, is going to marry 
Lord Wardlaw." 

"I am delighted to hear it! I heard rumours 
of the kind, but as I was told it was not settled, I 
did not like to congratulate you. IMrs. Lyndsay 
has only one child, I thinki" 

"Only one; a boy. It was on his account 
chiefly that she hesitated. Her Husband died when 
the boy was a baby, and mother and son have lived 
so much alone, and been thrown so entirely on 
each other's companionship, that he has been treated 
^OTt as a friend and equal than boys of his age 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^^ XiiROWN TOGETHEK. 

l,,ile in London where h ' ' ' 

Xeti's society ' "^^^ consftantly in Mag- 

5^^tid, and ^^^Lyndsay was my father's dearest 

•y^\%en he s^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^1 at the house, 
to ^y ^atlx "matters were going on, he came 

a^ugliter to ^' ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^"^ ^^ ^^ wished his 
,^lxO woul^j ^^^y a pauper. My dear old father, 
pstlpable, ^, ^^^^ ^ave noticed anything, however 
took frigi^^ . ^^s going on right under his eyes, 
say's han^ ^^^^^^y^ P^t himself at once into Ljnd- 
the scraps ' ^Qd- begged him to help him out of 
mediately Acting upon his friend's advice, he im- 
feeling fj| , . ^ town with my sister, on the plea of 
^^SQlf and needing change of air. 

. ^^*^ea^t/^ 
^^^^ the f^ Lyndsay, who had interest just then 

^^nt, iv]j.^^^^^ Office, got Wardlaw this appoint- 
^^^<^eedew ^^ ^w^as too poor to refuse; and he 
^^ Ojic^^ -to Madrid. . 
'Shortly 
^^^d /j ^fl^er-w-^t-rds my father died, and- my sister 

^e, Tviio h^^^ ^1<^:m^^ and penniless, dependent on 

^^ ^as tjj ^^ alar^^^<iy a wife and several children. 

^^^sejf ^^^t 211-^3^^^say stepped forward and laid 

^^'S f^^^:mr't:vLne at her feet. Hers is a verv 



Digitized by 



Google 



grateful natirre, and she iiac 
kindness all her life frorn her 
"During her father^s sliort 
had been her rig^ht: hanci. A 
wrong he had. done IiGir, she t 
"Di<i_>/^/^ fcnow of it?'' 
"Believe me, noj or I she 
her to take such a stGp ^witho 
eyes/' 

"Then lio^ir do j^oti knoTV 
"I am coming to tlisit ^ p i 
my story my o^wn ivay^. WeJ i 
eighteen months after liis tubj 
"Was she happy y^ittt hkim 
"I believe she w^as ha^pjpy 
have been very dull. To 1: ' 

fifty cannot be much <>£ a c 
nineteen; and theii they^ H^ ' 

Glen-Mervyn, his wild ovit-of".' 
So I saw very little of them. ' 

to see a doctor for I^yndsa-y 
after their marriage- That 
the illness that ended with h 
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22 THROWN TOGETHER. 

"I wonder why Wardlaw did not come back 
when he found she was free." 

"You must remember that nothing had passed 
between them, and that he had no reason to sup- 
pose she cared for him. Quite the contrary. For 
almost the first thing he heard of her after he ar- 
rived in Madrid, was the report of her intended 
marriage. Also he may have been too proud to 
marry her when she was a rich widow, or he may 
have resented her marriage, or a hundred things. 
Anyhow, as we know, he didn't, and it is only a 
year ago that, by the successive deaths of his father 
and brothers, he became Lord Wardlaw, with wealth 
sufficient to enable him to give up his diplomatic 
career, and to return to England. 

"He and Magdalen met again this spring in 
London. I must own my wife and I secretly hoped 
that the old intimacy might be renewed, and that 
we might see her rewarded for her long years of 
devotion to others. Imagine our disappointment 
when she left town at the end of June, and returned 
with her boy to Wales. Rumour, however, was not 
so silent on the subject as she; and we soon heard 
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tl^atshe liad refused X.ox-<i Wardlaw. V 
^ote to her, vir^ing: her t:o reoonsider 
"^mation, I Tix^ged her not to throw aw 
chance of hapx>iiiess, etixd my wire adde i 
treaties to mine. 

"Magdalen ans^v-ereci both letters in i 
gentle way, thanking^ us most: gnratefully i 
terest in her, but ssLylxxg SLt the sslixig tin 
cidedly that she had ^iven the matter a i 
of consideration, and tttSLt, tHG concl usi< 
anived at was final. 

"As my sister's onljr relation, I ser i 

Wardlaw, and spoke to him on tknG sub 
course of our conversation ^wre referred I 

and somehow or other the truth oozg^ 
for the first time, discovered that l>o^ 
victims of a plot between my father an 
say. Lord Wardlaw bimself" had only dir 
it till his return to England, ^^xd IVtrs. 
said, had evidently no idea tuA^^ ^^ ^ 
appointment, nor why it w^as doxxG^ 
own words. ^At the time ^vire 
at each other's inexplicable cc>^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 THROWN TOGETHER' ^ 

we had been mistaken in suppoSi% oan?^^^ irft*^** 
for. SA« judged by my accepting' «a ^p?°^ ^^^'^^ 
without telling her, or coming- to »r/sA *^^j^- tO^'> 
bye; and 7 judged by what Mr. Lyndsay <^^^ ^^l^e 
which was that she had begged her ^^*^' ^^ ^**** 
her out of town, as she was tired of Lo'^ ^^^ gtH^ 
its gaieties. I left England in a state of P'**^^^ fe^ 
the announcement of her intended ""^^^^^^fir*^ 
under my eyes very shortly. It seemed to ^ _ j^^ ^^ 
my original impression, which was, that lO x^yt%<i' 
the disparity of years between thet». i* "^^^^j^gV^ ^ 
say she cared for, and not me at ^- ^ . . t,ut ^ 
''should have enlightened her as to all *^^^^ yoW^®^ 
could not make up my mind to be the one^^ ^.^jjf 
her son's father in her eyes. Besides* ^ ^„^^ 

have resented it, and l might have ^"^^^'^as ^^^ 
cause more harm than good. After aU ^®^ ygiati^^ 
husband afterwards; and probably io **^y ear^y 
he behaved himself so as to wipe out a^ ^^^^^j^ 



offences, and I should hiave been soiry 
his memory.' 

"After this conversation I wro'^® ^ 
sister, laying the facts of ttxG case P 
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^^^h::e: jEiJEFtoiT^E 



J, I feared. 







•^ for hi^ '^V^ 

feeling all NC^^^^--^^^^. 

anxiously^ V^^ ^^ *^^^ J*^- 
factory 0^ V^i^e^' ^^^^^ 

^^V Digitized by Google 



26 XHK.O^VN TOGETHER. 

•waited to receive his friend's renewed ^^^^^^^^-^^tul^- 
tions. The conversation then branched off ^^ either 

subjects, and shortly afterwards his friend ^^^^^^^^ /j/s 
leave, and Colonel Middleton went up ^^^^ the 
drawing-room to seek his wife. 

He found her surrounded by five o'cloct v'vS^^^^rs, 
^nd saw there was not a chance of speaking to V^^^ "' 
so, after talking over his sister's engagement V^i^^ 
one or two ladies who knew her, he strolled ou^ ^f 
the room, and bethought himself of what he wou(— d 
do next. This was his life. He wa.s alway. won- 
dering what he would do next 

Kowland Middleton was a xx..^ ^^o "hung 
about all day. He had nothing to do. If he had 
had, he would not have done it. He was an easy- 
going indolent man, who left everything to other 
people, and found it answered very well. He lived 
on his wife's fortune, and had xxo employment of 
his own. He had sold out of the army on his mar- 
riage, and had ever since congratvilated himself on 
having done with the trouble axwi worry of a con- 

tie was a kind g^^^ ^^ of man, not without 
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^ o^rtai^ de^eo of ole^emess 

a^d amusing in society^ bui 

ended, for he never opened 

^is xiaind in any way. But he 

fond of Iiis children, and ha. 

an unkind thing^ in his life. 

Suoh ^was the man to whor 

^^S^'^eci the care a,nd resp>onsibj 

- fivG sons arid three daughter 

J^e had majrried young a 

himself, and i>erha,p>s his wife w 

for liim. She Aw^a,s a-n only ch 

and had a,l'^;%r^ys to^^n a,ccustoin< 

Mrax, and been, spoilt axici made ] 

all the energ^y , a,ll the strength o: 

the fortune th.a,t h.e lackied. Th- 

shirG Tv^as hers , tlxe house in Loth 

she ifvas csLjpsLbl.^ <z>f managing it a 

ing him like-v^rise. KCe left ever 

saved him t3roxa-l:>le , and she lik 

particularly the case with the child 

ton was full or tlxeories on the sul 

^er children were sxxffermg undei 
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J 8 ^»ROWN TOGETHER. 

„,_, follows an «=> 
^^^^^ spotisin • ''*'^'' °f a°y kind. The reaction 

^xs. MicWleton P°^""' ^"^ - o>.. for ever. 

4.1,^ „-. ^^ ^ ^^ild, ha.<a been brought 

up on the new systor,. r 

■' cm Of education where children 

aie, and know thf»,, 

^,,^„c» 1 y ^^^' the chief" objects in the 

house; are always in ..u • 

as they please i. ^ P^'""*'' ^^^^i^^^' ^"^^ J°^" 

ton as a moth ^^^'^ ^°nversationt- Mrs. Middle- 
which Aer n ^'^ ^^^ reverted to the system on 
~ up her chl^"*^ ^^^ ^^^"^ educated, and brought 
^^^ool-roo^ '^'''*^^' assigning to them their 

^''ode, and^ ^"^ ^^"^ nurseries as their places of 
society t °^^^ ^<l™itting them to their parents' 

ton's ever ^^^^^^ *™^'' ^° ^^'^** °^ ^''' *^'*^'^'^' 
cuous l^Q ^*^°^led into the drawing-room at promis- 

door o °"'^" ^^^^^ ^^s never any danger of the 

"^^Jf so ^"^ ^'°'^^^' ^^'^ * ^""^^^ ^^^^ protruding 

While jj^^'^^'^^^re below the handle of the door, 

little re ^ °'^^'' of the head delivered itself of some 

her 3^^!*"^^ invented as an excise for getting into 

°fth;s 7" ^«t as Nina Middleton is the heroine 

*°^'^ «yst '^' ^" ^^^" hear rxxore of Mrs. Middle- 
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TJIE heroine's home. 

not animadvert upon it now, except ir 
affected tier husband, of whom we wer 

Xle liad never been encourag^ed 
upon bis cbildren's lesson hours, eit 
tbem visits in the school-room , or 1 
out walking with him. 

By degrees he had ceased, to ex 
panionship in his children after tl 
life had fairly begun, espGcisbUy 
eldest boys had gone to school, " 

room party consisted of the two 1 
this story has already spolcen^ ^ ' 

him that it was too early or 
wanted to send for them. T ' 

begun their lessons, or Jus/ s£ 
So he contented himself with 
ones in the nursery, and se^i^ 
times, I.e. luncheon, and fo 
dressing for dinner. That 
He was not a man who woi 
engagement for the sake of 
And so it often happened 
Imcheon, or late in dressi 
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THROWN TOGETHBI^' ,0^^^^ 

Uttle girls did x.ot meet all daV^ ^^^e ^^ \^ix.^ 

tY.is was very xarely-Ke wou^^ ^,>5^ X^^^ 

walk, and on the hope of t^^^ 
Cecily lived from day to day- ^^g ^^V^V^^^^^ 

Mrs. Middleton always 1^^^ ^J]e ^^ VVi^^ ^^ ^ 
party down to luncheon. It ^ ^^e "^^^ 

H,ade to the rules of the old ^/Steifl. ^ st^^^^^ 
sidered it a good thing, lest the childr^^ -^^ "^^^ 
grow shy iti their manners or awkwarci 
ways. ^etv^^""^ 

These London luncheons were a gre?-^^ ^o<3^ » 

to the little girls. Their shut-up schoo:^ ^^ x V^^^^ 
made them shy and sensitive, and the^ ^ tvO^ ^ 

ways with them during that meal ^^--^ ^^^^ -qO^^^ 
culated to help them, diametricallv ^^^^ \o^^ 

those ways were. For their mother n ^^^ i, p^ 

opportunity of finding fault with theirs ^ s ^^^^^ 

ing out their failings, no matter whcc:^^ • g "^^^ 

while Colonel Middleton's way of r^r-^r::^^ ^"^^^^t, ^i^^"^ 



was by a kind of fatherly teasing, ^^^^s^'^^^^ %p^^^ 
amusing to him, was a great, though ^^^^t ^^ "^^^ 

terror to them, for they never knew ^ C^ T 
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going to sa.y next, j^ 
to be "funny" at tlveij^^ 
■nade him a favo^irit^ ^ 
source of dread to Yvis v 
*«e very fo^d of ^^^ 
doubt that if ti,^ ■'^^' ^ 

^'' ^-r pap. :7^^^ 

-^e little Mia<i^eL^r 

-Meciciedl3. i^ ^.^^0 

tte never scoldiecl t 

« any way; ^^ left: a 

as they were nicely <ir 
'^«Wm, that was all 
Pf^tty little girls, and 
quite satisfied ^writh tl: 
iiead about their char£ 
•"s wife complained or 
^^ Cecily "very cliildis 
*as he at all cozicemed 
^ses said JNina was 
Cecily lazy and inatte 
"aughty sometimes/' /■ 
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32 THROWN TOGETHJE:^- , 

right they should show it in the soTctOoUroo^^ 
keep their good behaviour for downstairs/^ a^^^^ 
Taking his wife»s tone, he called ^ina "^ ,^^^ hX^ 
customer," but he himself seldom saw anyt ^^jt:j.iy 
her to justify his saying so. He n^*^^^^ ^^^^ 

' that she often flushed angrily, and tossed j^ei^^ 

at luncheon when her mother found fa^^^ ^ H^"^^^ 
but this he rather admired; he thougl^^ it /^. it 
she had «a spirit of her own," and 1^^ ^^^ eXXt^^^ 
became her so well. He had an idea so ^^glxt 
that she took things rather too strong^Y- ^^ ^^ . \y<x^ 
it a pity; he always took things so ea^Y ^^^^ ^^ life 
he supposed she would find out her tnis^a- ^ 
went on. ^, gfve 

Nina was what is called " axi odd cJ^^ "^tra-tW^. 
was silent and reserved, singixlaxly undevno ^^^ses 
and rather obstinate and self-willed. ^ csXi^^ 

caUed her "haughty," and tl^e govett^^^^^^ ^^^^t' i 

her "cold." Her mother never professed ^^^^^on 
stand her, and often expressed it as ^oro^' 

that she would grow up a very ciisagreea ^ ^^^ ^q , 

But her father, though he ooxxia not ^.^^^^g^ all , 

chatter to him as Cecily did, did not 
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a character- *ti.e ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
that he ooxxld "^^^^ ^^^ ^^, 
to his sister. v»oys. ^ 

three eldest ^-"""^.^^/^ore 
girl, he wa^s *=^^^ ix* l-^^^ 
not tlie sanae I> ^^d. tim^^ 

thing, ve'^y ***^ j^er xnotfeei 
him, a-wa-y f^J^"^ ^^^ ^f his 
lievea froxxx «*^^^^ ^^ bi,« a. 
she wouia *=^* ^^^t aeali I» 
teasea 1^^^ ^ ^ c,f *=**i^^ " 
was 3vi«t tl.^ ^^"l^eotea by 
was alwa-ys ^o ^^^^^, .^ 
xeadily that her^ ^^.^^ ^^.^ 
was a ^^'^^^'^^^ converter 
father -^^^^r.^d tH. 

at luncheon l'^^^ ^^^ 

When her ^^" , ^ 
poor Cecily had ^ ^^ 
father's refined te^^'^S 
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34 THROWN TOGEXJIS^^- 

there was a goose at luncheoti, she ^^e^ ^s ^^^^e,^ 
possible that before the carving-k^^^^ ^^^ P^^^ (o^ 
in, he would turn to her and say ^^^^op a. ^^ i^a^ 
your brother." Then if, when she thought ^ ^^^^ 
busily engaged in carving to noti^^ ^^^' ^ \\^ 

reptitiously said "Yes" to the servant ^ \oC>^ 
brought her some, her father would be sure ^^^^^r^^ 
up and say, "Eating your own brother, ^^^^ tixe 
Silly-Billy!" If anyone could have known 1^^ 
child dreaded Michaelmas Day! . ^ ccycx" 

"Why do you eat goose, thenV ^^^^^^"^^ ai^' 
temptuously one day, when Cecily ^^^ ^^^s^r ^ 
missed in tears from the dining-TOOtft) "^^^ c<.\l ^^^ 
her mother said, she couldn't take a )0^^'' ^o^^^ 
didn't eat it, there wouldn't l^e such ^ . o-" 
it. Ifs every Michaelmas Day tlie saxi^e th^^^ " 



*It's the apple sauce!" sol3^>ed Cecfty-. ^^^^.t 

Sometimes the simple otiiia. would ^^ 
unsuspectingly. Cecily'^*' 

"Did I hear you singing this rBornit^g' 

"Mesingingi No, papa.'' ^&^^^^^ 

"What was that noise, tlierx, xix the g^'^ 
my window?" ^ 
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^^ they J^^^.;, J>i^ 
fast as t;-. ^^i^n j 

ever smc^ V^ yy^^ ^^^ 

» tv H 0^ ^^ 

V ^^ r- T 
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36 ^«ROWN TOGETHEH. 

■" r ^d so it J,f °:^ *- P--t- 1^-e any idea 

, . i,inoi. ' ^^ ^^^^ ^ fe^ words dropped 

\3A.eVj at luncheon, anH ^fi. . . J 

*iua other ways t:o>o insignificant 
to convey any i^ ^ ^ 

. ^3. except to already sharpened 

comprehensions, ^i. 

lived such a shut-un u *^° '^^"''^ <=reatures, who 
not supposed to J '^^^^l-'^^^'" «f^' ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^'^^ 

-de its walls, not o7 f ^^''"^ """"^^ "'"' " °"'' 
but w^.^ ^ ^^^w that thGTTG was a secret, 

uui, were perfpr^fi 

A"°t Magdaler Z''^" *'* ^* cor^cemed their 

To ret *^^ ^°"'^'^ Mler^^. 

strange CO ""* ^° <^°lonel Middleton- With the 

^ter, jj^^'^^^^^^^^tion which we often find in a char- 

n^anage hi ^^^' ^^° '^^^^'^ *°°^ ^^^ *^°"''^^ *° 
other pe ^^ °^^ affairs, was very fond of managing 

tion ve °^ ^^' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ always turned his atten- 

^yndsa^ "^"'^'^ *° ^''^^^ of his only sister, the Mrs. 

ing ijj ^ ^^°5« intended second marriage was caus- 

*'■« sistt '"*"" "''*°^'^ satisfaction. To begin with. 

tfaat he , "^^ ^ g^eat deal younger than himself, so 

^«r as a . ^^""^y^ been accustoi^ed to look upon 

"^-^ .he """^^-^ she ixa-a t^een left a widow 

^ ^as So verv j^oreover, she had 

-^ young- 
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been left witJi. an only son, 

on tliG S3L<1 positloTi, <:>£ sl \ 
the 1ig1j> ojT sl IxxxsbsLTxd's acZv 
troJ, "virouici no^^ejr Iiia^v-e supj i 
dispensed i?v^it:li all t:li.irGG, an 
out tlxGzxi^ TVlnoxi l:iis sister 

hestow TiXSLT^y of bis i<llG hoi 
her, discoTir-sirx^ oxi trlie tnan 
the eciucatrion of clxilcJx-en-^ 
she knew^ him to t>^ jpTofoi 
did wliat \^SLS tlTLG kiTiilest a 
listened patient:l>^, and was 
in her SLXxfl iix laer l>py> anc/ 
what Her OT*ro nglnt-minded: 
her ivas bestj and /le^ mish 
courtesy, wouldL go B,way pi 
ance of hsLving directed, her , 

be very long before he dis 
advice had not been taken. 
her to send her boy to scht ' 

little fellow was out of pGtt 
say was now a welJ-groivn b ' 
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38 THROWN TOGrET^^^' ^^ 

and it was only now and then tb^t it SashedJ^^ ^^ 
Colonel Middleton that his nepb^^ ^^^ ^ 
home. 5^1^^ 

It was, however, not entirely ^^^ ^^l(id<^^^^'^^ 
giving advice to his sister, that Col^ne . ^v^i^^ 
was so often to be found sitting ^^ .yy fot^ 

room when she was in town. H^ ^^^ ^ ix<^^^^ 
of her, and there was something ^^^^^, j^^ o^^' 
and surroundings that he did not fi^^^ ^^ v»o^*^ ^^^ 
There was a sense of calm and tepose a- ^^ ^er 
which he could not define, and a chartn ^^^^^ted 
society and conversation which always rix^^^^^'^^ 
him. Everything in her house went on ^y.dxet>- 

- vV\e ^^ 
there were no jars. At home , thongn ^^^ yul^^ 

were kept so strict, and tliere wete so ^ ^^^^ a 
and regulations, there was always a ^^^ abo^^^ 

bustle. The fact was, there was ^^ ^ ^ sctv^^^' 
Mrs. Middleton. She was always scolA^^^^^^ ^^ ^^e 
or a tradesman, or a child. ^"^^^ nevet ^.^^ ^^ ^e 
place long; was always t>\xst:lirig iti an ^^i^z?^ 

room, or going up and do^w^xi stairs', ^ parce^^' 

notes, sending messages, c>xr ^^^^^^ child''^^'^ 
Though she had nothing to do wth ^ 
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THROWN TOO*^-^**^^ 

.o ^^^ ,,.ays went up to t/.- '^"^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ 

• tllo^, ^^^ ^° ^"""^ ^^ indej.^^ ch pretty ea^ess- 
lx*d ^'"'^ ^''^^'''^ "tanners, an^ ^ something very 
itig "^^y^' ^^"^ ^^^ always t?^^ ^ ^e was quite a. 
Vttract^^^ about the child ever s***^^^ ^een puzzleca 
^aby- Colonel Middleton had '^^* ^^s so differeivrv 
to think why this child's demeaiJ'^^^^,% *e way Vr^^ 
to that of his own children. "^^etJ* to the ^Vi^ 
^rat into the room was so di^^/^dfen presen.^^^ 
^ored manner in which his i:>>^ yg came boi^^^^ 
themselves. This little fellow al^^ certain th^A:. j,.' 
iog in, so sure of a welcome, 0<^ ^^^^ 

appearance in the room was ju^f Qg g. . 
sure to others as it ^as to hin^, ^*Wf 3 
come, so convinced i-v„4. „,^^,^_^ ^**^i <» 




>y to 

^o see 

^^ who 



come, so convinced that everyone ^''' «o , 
him. His was the *■ , ^ , ^ A, ^^h ^ ^ 

^ , «-ne fearless confident %/>► "O^^e and 

had never known anv*v k . 1 ' ^^^y^^' 

expected it from ev ^"^ ' ^^ ^^^ -^^ij^^olonel 

Middleton liked t ^'^^^^'^ ^""^ everybody, A^ too; to 
^ ^atch him at his gam^^^ 
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Taflfy w^ ^ Welsliinan, 
Taffy W21S a thief. 

His own little Cecily ^ould have swam ^^^^ V 
tears at once; but Mervyn, before he wa^ ^^^ ^\bts 
old, had learnt to retaliate by calling him /^ Uncle ^ 
Rowley-poley," and would retort upon his rhymes 
by a vigorous 

Rowley-poley, gammon and spinach, 
Heigbo, says Uncle Rowley. 

Qf course all this was some time before our storj^ 
opei^s. As we said before, Mervyn was now a well- 
gyown boy in jacket and trowers; but the liking fair 
the boy remained in Colonel Middleton, and he still 
was aware of the difference between him and his 
own children, though he could not define what it 
was. At the same time, he never had thought, and 
did not now think, of comparing his wife's system 
of education with his sister's; he always felt so sure 
the former must be right. Besides, he was much 
too lazy ever to take matters into his own hands. 
"To take things as they are, and i»a^^ ^^^ ^^st of 
them," had ever been the practice of his Hfe; and 
also he was well aware that what could be done 
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^ .^ co^iKi «ot be done L:^ ^ 

with an only clxxKl ^oul^ ^^""^ ^^^"^ **^^^ *^ 

of a large iaxc^^Y' f* t,eca«ie too forwa^,^ ^5rs, 

complain if tlxeclxiKir^ ^^ liked their so^^^^o- ^ 

&e least it. t^e -^^5-- ^^^ j,e by «o «.^^^ ^ 

he felt inclmed fox xt , .^ happened ^^^ 7 

the trouble of -^^^^^^^^^^^ .o busy amusl^^ ^-^ 
intheseasoxxtb-* 1^- ^^uld -^^P- ^it,,^' 

that two or ^^^^^;Z^-- ^^"'" scbool-roo^ 
coming to speecb v»r ^ ^y^vcHsxtiS «'hat j^^ 

We left bim J^^* ^^^ kim, ^^ '^^ ^*°Oci 
do next It ---t^rtis li«l- daughters .o^ 
,tairs debating, 1^*^-^ J^^ ^^a that as he h^cj 
finished their ^essorxs ^^^^ /'^^-j; - 

^'^Lft: the sobooX-r-«.^,^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

= T^errt.-j-T:r 

. j^ , ,. keeps on whi; 

said— ^^y that keep 

«lstbattbe come her, 
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44 ^*xiJ up to L . • ^*: 



X-^ "P to i,i^ 
Ceox»-^ ^,,e park, p ' --oyf 
us out i^ ^ ^iil mazn^f ' ^/ "^ '[^P^-g, ■ 






jie says; ^ Won', n,™^ 



be ol^-^-^ '° f ^oup.^ or^ght Made„,oisei,, 
also t**** ^^^^"^ "^as ""' °° so sulby a da 
coiaj^l^i'"*- ''''' ^^"^'^"J^ part 

^* VVTiy* there's not ^ 

hes^i*^- ^^eathofwindany, 

- -crecily «eans .,, 
ing St* *^^ °^- *^-J<'/«^/' said Nina, , 

Coloaoel ^ddJetojj ^^^ comprehensible 

Mad^»*»*""^^"«. to « '^°^ * ^^"^ "'""^^ «^ess 
lie (io'**'° ^nd ^ff^ct that if she would 

pupils, aiid taltg !^^' ^« ^<'"^*^ relieve her 

«:^ut niaJcg- ^'^ out for a walk. 
he left then,^. "''^^'^eiveS very smart," he s 
reljas." ' "I ^^^,^ ^aXk with little 

*'SajJdaj,5 
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E^. 



itit 



^^"'^ Side's f 



^^tiion^^ , Still n 



(" 



tatty P^ 



■ Me fl*^* 



i.i"^%<^ 



Tiocks ^^^'f -. ^^-r^ ^^"^ ,-, «:,x» -^"^ ^""day thin, 

Sheme*^^ ^ ^^«:,w. ^^^t ^^^^^, c^^i 

, „„„ into ^.--ri minutes, u 

,AV' ix» ^^^*^ ^»,£rj- could desij-e. 






ttd come i»^ -^^t«fc *^ ''^l 

^ nut and T'^ ^^ ^^ 1^1^ \ T 

Vte^olM? and f ^ 



i»* 



irf ^^ 



.^•■w- 
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Children's X-Wes in tHfc l^K^ndon SesLSOn. 

"Where sliall we go 'I" lie said, as lie sh 
hall-door. 

"Ohl the park, papa, — pleas e^^ said Ceci 

"What makes you so foxid of the parkl" 
«Oh! if s such fuxi, papa. 1 like seeing 
people riding, and passing the people wh 
know, and seeing you take off your hat, or h 
your umbrella./' 

"Hold up xny umbrella'^ '' 
"Yes. When you see a lady, you alwa 
your hat off; i,^t when you see a gentlemi 
you know, yoxx hold up your umbrella; at 1. 
He's ndmg y^^ ^^ ^ ^^,^ ^ 

tv^o fingers, axi<i sav <W^ 

. o^vs call 1-K ^ ^"^ ''''^ y^^^' ^i^'*^ 

l^ays call tHem T>ana'<;i *\^.. 

o^^ ^ t^apas 'how-are-yous.' V 
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48 THROWN TOGf^'^^^^' 

«No, hardly ever. There's only 
may play with, and he's gone noy^" 

"Who's thatr> asked Colonel Middleton. 
«0h, that's Mervyn," said Cecily- 
At this moment Nina, who had been hng' 
hehind kissing her hand to the perambulatoi 
had heen watching, came running up. 

"What were you looking atr' asked her fa 
Nina pointed to a perambulator which 
crossing the road, in which he recognised his 
youngest children. 

"Going home to bed I suppose," he said, 1 
ing round and shaking his stick at them, 
nurses were seen making frantic attempts to inc 
the children to see and return their father's saJ 
tion; but the little occupants of the perambul 
looked in every direction but the right one. 
eldest kissed his hand in the direction of the \ 
and the other maintained a stohd indifference 
ever)rthing and everybody- 

"So you play with M^^^^^^^" resumed Cole 
Middleton, as they wall?^^^ ^^' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ 
for some time after his thoughts wandering of ' 
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^ Jiised Aj5 two 

suppose/' ^ 

, ^. ^^ them. T/ie 

retuni their ^^ther^s saluta- 
^^ peramk/^fof 



} he reco^/\ 




\,tv 



"""SkS, h^ ^"^ able . ' =^ «io J ■«»««>= li^J' '" 

,„^ ^^ ^aiv tj, ^^^ wer ^«" feel 

, '^. Z t; one..:—'-.- .. ^--„, „, ,,^ ^^^ 
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"No, no, I don't quite mean that. SviV\ • 

you'd never liad one No, bother, how 

Supposing you had had one and he vfas Aeai , 
should you feel if you were told you were gc i 
have another 'I'* 

"I should be crying so about the dead oi. 
I shouldn't be able to see the new one," si 
tender-hearted Cecily, looking very much ai 
were going to begin at once. 

Colonel Middleton got a little afraid of 
in the street. He took her hand, and tried t 
her out of it. "How can I put it?" he i 
questioned. "Look here," he said; "suppos 
couldn't remember your own papa, how 
you feel if you were told you were going 
another]" 

"Why, that would be like Mervyn," s. 
Cecily; «he can't remember his papa." 

"Exactly," said Colonel Middleton eagerl , 
how would Mervyn feel'^" 

But before Cecily could answer, Nina I 
"How would he feel? ang^> miserablel 1 
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:hat. Supposing 
>t\\eT, 'Vyo'w is it! 
e w^as dead, how 
rou were going to 

the dead one, that 
ew one," said the 
ery mucVi as if sk 

le afraid of a scene 

, and tried to laugh 

jt ft?" he mentaSr 

^-,d;" supposing?"" 

papa, bow shod" 
were going to have 

i pap*-" « 

ileton eagerly. 



f 



Middlet 



nev^look at hi™, or spo^k to him; „o 
Mf I were Mlervy n I ^' 

''Whew!'' whistle^d CTolonel 
™ altogetlier a t^-aci looJc-otit 

silently for some tin^ 

twice felt before, wli^n in 






fleeling^, as he ii^^^^J^ 
eldest daughter, tha^t sHo ^va^ a little toQ ^^^> ^*^ 



H-r^ 



^^ ^^. 



him 



**>. 



This easy-going' rma^n haci occrasfc 



made rather uncoriTfoi-ta.t>le t>3^ a loofc /^^ ^ 
and by the seose tlia^t slxe aJtogfetiier f^ . ^t- 
miich more stroogly tlisLii 1^<^ €lid 
BOW why she had s^ic 
question, and glanced 









^^^f^^ 






BOW why she had s^iddenlx S^^ ^^ ^ot ^^ ^rj 

curiously now ajj^j ^^ ^ 

they walked on , at the ha^ndsame littk f^^ ^"^^ ^\^J^^ 
side, stiU flushed with the eagerness wfc/i ^j\ ^^ ""^ ^&^^ ^ 



bad spoken. He turned tc» the more s/iaii^j^ ^h ^7^^ 
and changed the convGTsatiort. ^(n^^^ ^ 

While they two cha-tted away, Nina, waj^ ^^.vJ^ 

in a perfect storm of indignation, Sh^ ^/^ ^ 

course, in her usual way, put two and tw^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 



^d saw how it all was as clear/y as poss/^;^ ''^^f^,^ _ 



patby for Mervyn and hatred to the imagyj •**♦-. ~ 



^ 
^ 



Coogle 
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THR-OWJSr TOGETHER. 



father were the tAvo prominent fee. 
heart. She was very fond of lier cou. 
a great admiration for Ms character, difft 
it did so entirely from her own. Perht 
,fby sb.e admired it. Their natures wei 
cal^y opposed, their way of life utterl> 
g^od yet these two children had a fascn 
one for the other; so that though Nina c< 
^loderstaad his open unreserve, his demt 
^ays with his mother, and his entire freed., 
the sensitive pride by which she was herse| 
yp, yet she could sympathise very strong; 
him. As she thought of the way in which 
was bound up in his mother's, of the way ii 
he watched over and attended to her, and 
always to prefer her society to any othe 
they sat together, walked together, rode m 
and then pictured to herself an old ogre oi 
father coming in between them and marrii 
she quite stamped her foot upon the grou 
grew hot all over in her sympathetic md 
He woiid interfere with Mervyn; he wo 
haps keep him ail day in a school-room 
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CHri>n>iiEisf I rj 



feelings in ttet 
r cousin, and had 
ir, differing though 

Perhaps that was 
ures were diamcm- 
fe utterly different; 
d a fascination the 
gh Nina could little 
. ;his defflonstraU'''^ 
Entire freedom fro«> 
,e was herself e.te. 

°';e:td--^ 

■""deto.e*- 
old ogre of ^^ ^^^^ 



-1-JF4£: I^orfXHiN SEASO: 



*^^ 

"*>^ 



herself was kept, sl^ut; oiit a.1 together fr, 
tWs society- Ixe -tvotilci ovc^n perhaps se-i-v 
entirely froxn Vter, and js^iad him to s<!hoai 

The crack: of tHe little "h^el upon th& 
would almost liave tieen ^,uclil>Ie to li^J' f^*^ ^-x^ 
had he not at that moin^nt tieen stoppetj , *^>^^ 
mg "How ard' yoxi?*^ 

Colonel M:ia<ileton ^re^w- his friend o^ 






^ 



^j 



*>>, 



^^ 



5^ 



so that the cliiltirert should not overhe^j. ./^^^ 
versationj but Nina was quite abJe to u^, ^ ^^^^^s 
that her father was beings congratuJatgjj ^*>- ''^^ 
aunt's marriage i and as the friend moved _*^** 



-^*- 






caught the words, "Wardlaw *> s«<;fi a ^i, * -^ 

fellow." **>^ ^^ ^ 

" Warsaw !" she muttered to herself; „^ ^^ 

name, too.' I'll never call him Unch ^^r^]^^^^ 
Vm quite determined J" ' t» 

Colonel Middleton and his little ghh ^^^^ ^ 
standing opposite Stanhope Oate, waiting f^^ ^^ t^ 



^ 
^ 



portunity to cross 



over into the park. 



^H ^ 



As they stood there, an ammbus passed, , "^ 

inside and oat with passengers. Litt/e Cec,;,., ^^'^^ 
wandered all over it, amused to see ho,. .^J-^^ 



*^ 



iOogle 
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54 THROWN TOOETHKR. 

was with human beings. Colonel 



just going to tell her not to stare tip 
bus, when, to his horror, he saw tier ^ 
with excitement and recognition. She 



^^'Z^ 



X 



X 

> 



nodded repeatedly, and a man, sitting ^^ 
of the omnibus, made her a hesitating bat 
spectful bow. 

"CecUy » he exclaimed angrily, «wha.t o 
are you about?'' 

• "Didn't you see him, papaV she axvsvfe*:? ' 
so excited at the occurrence that sYve e^x^ ^C^'^ 
her father's tone; "and how smart W ^3.sl 
saw him so smart before. I tVvv,^ T,e a -«_^^ 
been at the Crystal Palace. I SUnn.. ,. ^1. 
cause he was so smart that ^■T^^H ^^^"^^ 

again?" ^"' 

"What are you talking 
Middleton, not at all mollifies 
"How should I or you fcno *^> 
top of an omnibus?" 



.>/^^ 



"PapaT' she exclaimed ^ 
clort-Tvifliil" ^^ 



the clock-manl 




^^ her :^ ^ the ou. 

^- on thitop 



'\ 



Xiat 



on *ean^ 

"""^ did not notki 
^ ^ ^ wzst I nevtr 

^^^ Jie mm have 
}se it was b^- 



*"' " »•« M ,v ^*s Tic. '^^Hsed , 

1«» . - UfJ 
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5JJ/?K*^^i 



lidn't how hm 
' said Coknd 



^y this explsuBlM 
J low Mow on ^^ 



\cl^Sff 



ait W^i 



'''^°- could J ""' --<^ I.^:- ^ "^--^^ I-ve a"^^ 




> 



^ THROWN TOOEXPTER. 



n^^"^ 



S 



once meeting at a croquet party in his ^ ^ 
bourhood in the country, and who he s^^ ^ 
ing to bow to him; but the look in Cec^ ^ 
cent eyes as she a^ked him how she cou/d ^ 
her school-room friend when she met him i 
street, made him feel rather ashamed of his 
tioti. He felt rebuked by the child's won 
ga^e, and made the lady in question a very < 
\)0^ 2LS she passed. Lucky for him that 1 
so, ^^^ ^^e moment she was gone Cecily recoj 
ber with all the astonishment and excitement 
children feel at seeing a country friend in IL \ 
They always seem to think it so extraordina ; 
anyone whom they are accustomed to se- 
among fields and hedges should be walking i 
park like any other person. 

"Why, that is the lady that stays son 
with Mrs. StapletonI Oh, papa! what a pit 
didn't stop and speak to her! Why dzdr. 
stopV 

"My dear, I don't know that I had anyt 
say to her." 

"Oh! I could have thought of such 
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in his own neigh- 
to be ssLw was try- 
k in Cecily's iheo- 
■w she couid ignore 
le met him in the 
lamed of his inten- 
child's wonderiDg 
rstion a very cordial 
,r him that he U 
le Cecily recognised 
id excitement which 
y friend in London. 
o extraordinary that 

tomed to see -'r 
J be walking i" ^^' 

, stays sometimes 

Why -^'■^"'^ ^ 

I t, Jots ^^ 



CJTXX.lI>S^E2Nr 



rj^ 




ajTr^j- Jier and call »* ^^ 



"^J^/, 



*<^: 



thmgs. You mig:Kt: l^o.^^ ^slced af ter Mr^ 
silver pheasaTit, ^n<i the ^x^inGa,^pig^/^^ 
besides. A£<xj^ I 
speak to yon?^* 

But someliowr CZTolonel Aliddleton _, 
that lively interest xTt his oei^hbour^^ *^^ 
tliat Cecily seemed to to^lce it for grauterf *^^^ ^t 
and he positively refVisei:! to allow any ^^ ^^:^ 

the kind to be made, THe Jady, he .,,, ^^^ "^"^^Ti, ^ 
joying her walk:, and tto insisted that ^h * ^^^ ^^^^ 



allowed to pursixe Ker waj^ onmoJestecf. 

Directly after %.\^^y oan^ie to anofj^ej, ^ 
fair man hailed Colonel IVXicJdIetoji r,;^ 
ance of great pleasure, wliieh fee/ii^ 



^^ 



procated, Cecily saw tHey were hktly ^^ ^r^ ^ ^^ 
time, so she strayed a Jfttle from the |>^ ^^^Jt ^ ^ ^ "^ 

leant against the railmgr^ ^^ imitaxion ^f ^^ ^^ ^/^ 

tlemen she saw doin^ s*^^ '*^ ^^^^^ g^^^t ^ *>>, 

but Nina, attracted by ^amcthmg ^ ^S^^ 

comer's face, stood MsratdtLiti^ him as ^^ ^^^ 



*^ 






with her father. Me laughed vety ofien, «„ **^^ ^^ ^ 
such a ringing, pleasant laugh, that she c^^ ** ^V ^^^N^*^^^ 
self once or twice laughingr too; it souad^^^**^ X^"^,^ 
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^^ THROWN- TOGBjaER. 

Cheery. She felt quite glad ^hen she tod 
father ask him to luncheon the next day, 
hoped they would Continue talking some Wme, 
much did she like watching the pleasant face. 

Presently she caught his eye, and he came 
ward smUing kindly, and shook hauds m\^ 
saying, "This is one of your little girls, I am st 
and asked her her name. She fancied he look.: 
little disappointed at her answer, but he : 
nothing, and resumed his conversation with 
father. 

He seemed very amusing, for Colonel Mic 

ton laughed almost as much as he. As he ta 

Nina could not keep noticing how often he gla 

^ er, and always with an expression of int 

last he said good-bye, shaking . hands core 

!"; Colonel Middleton, and taking off hi. 

!. ^ """^^ *° N^'^^' ^hich pleased her very n 
*ough it made her feel rather shy. 

Ceciiyrr ''°''^" '^'^ '"'" '^'''^'- "W^ 

titude^of^ ^'^ ^^gaged in trying to copy tli 
o one of the gentlemen she had been v 
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I when she heard her 
1 the next day, and 
talking some time, so 
he pleasant face, 
•ye, and he came ftr- 
ook hands with her, 
;ttle girls, 1 Bva sure," 
fancied he looked a 
,swer, b.t he said 
nversation vrith her 

,or Colonel Middle- 

,^,, As he talked, 

,^ often iieglance^J 

■^n of interest. 

■ . off his ha* 
:aking °" ■ 

jd her very 

, Where's 

l/ier. 

I bee- ""*■ 



crjiz^r>:RE*T*r ri^ ti^:e i:-oi«^T3on 



^EAa 



ing, SKe ^wsras st^ndin^ AvitK her back 
mgs, and. try log; to g^t: Ixc^r elbo^vs on tl^ 
she miglit sixpport Jx^trs^lf t>y them, as }^ 
But being ma.ny inclios too short, th^ 
proved a f£Lilore, a^ndi t>eing^ cralled |. 
Colonel Middlc^toriL^ £>lxe ^ave it up, an,^ 
and her sister, 

Nina longeci to fcno^w^ ^^vho the stra^ 



*/» 






for that very rea-sorr c:oial<i not make y^ ^ 

** I- 
to ask. 



* ^:r-' 



Cecily saved her the trouble. 
"Papa," she said, "who is that ge«j, 



*^ 






*«i 



'*^ 



"WeU, dear," he answered, m as ,- 
manner as he could assume. "I ^<'«'ttn^^'^^ 
will be much the wiser if I tell you. ^ *^^/^'*^:^ 
Lord Wardlaw." *>^ 't: -^ 

Nina took a step backward, f„ ^^^ 

tnent*. 

«7S«/ Lord Wardlaw!" she menta/iy ,^.^ "^'^^c^ 
Mervyn's step-father!" * *^ 

Her feelings with regard to her aan^,^ <^i^^ 

underwent a sudden change. The int^rt-e,. ^:*^ 






le 



**^^0-»vjsr TOGETHER- 

«I sh.ii ,, ''^'y ranch after a\l. 



her own mind. 



"Homer .'' ^^*<=^- 
dull old sch T'^ ^^''^'y regretfully, "back to 
and all the ^ ^^"'°°«»' ^way from the four-in-ha 

"Well, T^*^* ^^ *^^"' ^*^^* * pity'" 
first," said h ^^ ^°'°^ *° *^° ^ ""^^ ^^°^^ 
straight,, aotj^*^ *^*«r, "so I shall not go h 
som." P^J"haps I'll take you back in a 

This mart 

the height Of ^ ^^ *or everything. Cecily's ide 

and she bee ^^^^^ ^^gan and ended in [a han 

had been to ^« eager to leave the park a. 

Albert Gate. ''"'***« into i*' ^^^^ ^""""^^ °' 

"Wh^t sort 

"That o„ "^^ «^OD ^t>^^" '^^ '*'*^ ^^^^'" 

s^op opposC''' *- stir ^^^'"^^'"^ " '^%'' 
coat." ' *'-r ^ ^' t.C^ get a fto^et foi 

"Oh dear « 

' "*^t's ^ ^«ill!" said Cecily, 
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They caller ^ ^ ^Oc^^^ 
^aJ^pedin with ^ ^nso^ '^^ 
^^e had a capu,i ^ <ie,,. o,,,^^ 

^n- -^ not looki,^ ^^^-n, ^^- bo,3 ,^ ^^, 
She threw^ ope^ ^^ ^^j,^ '^^^ to h 
-jj^n they stopped, _^^ ^'^o*.^ 
t^^ pavement, as 3^^ t^j^^ ^ith a gt. 

^a.tcJ^«d her father ^ ^^^ ^ ^'^ J"Mp 
^il»<iow. f^ Often .. 

the cf 
But her legs not ^e,- 

operation, she ^e" sho^t ^ '<^ng 

splashed into a puddle lat^j"^*" the ^.^^^^\ 

water-cart. ' ^ ^^Pq^w^^^- 

^" too 



water-cart. -^iJo<5,v -~= 

"Really, Cecily, you ^ '^^ 

tWng," said her father; «.jj^ *^o c, 

Cecily looked in disoj^^ -^^Ui- ^^ 

°^ her way upstairs, in gr^^^ ^^^ t^ 
"Other. ' ^'^^r ^^ ' 

good °* ""'"^ "P *° ^^' ^^ther 
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boy cousin, and slie did not feel much interest 



in it 



"Oh, Nina, ytg"'!! go to the top of the stairs, 
^nd see them all g-o down to dinner. IVe found a 
better place than ever to see from, where there's 
plenty of room for two.'' 

When they returned to the school-room it was 
only a quarter to eight, and therefore too soon for 
any arrivals. Nina instantly took a book, and sat 
down upon, the floor with it. 

Cecily, vrho had already stationed herself at the 
window, wa-s in despair. 

«0h! iSTina, don't read. I kn^^ -^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
begin, yao'll never leave off to look at the 
people." 

„yes, I did," said Nina absently; for she was 
already ^e-P -^^^-k,. and hardly heard what 
her sister v*ras saymg. i ^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ 

I shall." 

«Oh! you're not attending a bit," said C. M 
despairingly; "XO^'- thinking ,^^^ ^^ ^-'l^' 
book, and laere comes the first carriage H ''' 

thing. I -i«h *^- --e no books in T "?" 

An the world, 
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it," exclaim • ^hanso^, 

''^^'^ve if s th, 3^ J'''^^"^ in her head. \>^ . 

^ ^'de in ^ook, and she was at ^hw 

*''"' *° «ee a tall T ^^*- She was only just in 

^*^P^- But she was"^ ^^^ ^'' *^^' ^''** ''"'^ "^^ ^^^ 
Lord Wardla^ ^ ""^ ^^Sappoi^jed, for it ^as not 

"^°- could '"'''''' *'^ ''^^' '"^^ '^^• 
P^'^' Cecily, x.^°" ^^y it was one Wfi C^> - . 

^°* nastv ^ 1 " and fo- 

^haughi'. A "^ ^air „ . ^'^' a,,^ ^^/s man 

^ • And M- ' <l"ite K, ^'J 

. '^^ci, .«.'"-■»-».,..„:'- and „;,,. 

Plasty a bit . / ^^^'^ ^anaj,, ^ 
^' «Poke so J' ^^^ I'^ sure he's "^^-^^ ^- 

f ^»»*» like <, ^^' and didtv-^ /^^ i^ -# ,^w 

^ people ^»^H \ X 
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' Regardei 
Quelle cbar- 

- ar e-you' in 

.e paiV." 
^ was at te 
only iust in 
id run up the 
)r it was not 
LC him. 
re saw in the 
^nd this man 
Lck and oily. 
>f disgust. 

"Dark hair 
jiyniceDi^' 
.n he stopped i 
^aandshou^ 
caUhim^ 



C< 




CHILD^^ ,^ ^,„^ I^O^nONS^^-^^' _^-^" 






f^'^^r'^! 



"ttcile Cecil ft^ » - , ^. 

^ oniy the la^st word, -Taisez-va^^ ^O 

Thus rebuked, Cecily. t^ed ag-**"^i^^^ 
Zr ^^ -uttering ., ,He did so, ^f^^f i^ 
^an isn^t the ox.1^ ^How-...^o-* 



world,*' 



t:*^^ 



► ^1^ 



t-^^ 



r^ 






^«t to Nina just now lie was, for h^^ 
weref.ll of Mervyn, ^nd sH^ w.^nted to 1^^ 
^1 tJie man who was to bi-ing such a cl^^ ^^^ 

Jfe, So she made no ot>jection wht^^^ 
presently suggested that ft was time they .-^1^*^*^^*^ 
^^<3 establish themselves ox^ tKe st.urcas^, ^-^^ ^ 
wanted to satisfy herself whetlrer Jl^ord Warc?J^>^ ^'^^ 
<>ftJie party or not, 

Mademoiselle agreed t<^ tHo plan on aondi^* 
that they would promise not to make a noist^^ ^ 

^et themselves be seen, and also tha^t they ^*^*^*^*,^- 
^m veiy soon, as it was time for Cc^cily to g:^ 
^e<^ She herself reiTiafned lije-hirxd to have 
supper. Her head, she safa, was still t^ad, aw^ 
^^s probable she shoiiJd retire eaW^- ^Ihe ^ 



^ttle girls ^isfj^^ her ^oo<3-nigrl^t 



early- 

and ran do^ 
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^6 "^^Howj, ^^^ 



,irs, settUng the^ - 

aid see without bein^ ''" * 

The drawing-ro^^^^^^erx. 



corner 



^uld see ^^ jj^ « ~ * corner 

Jd hear a faint buz^ ^ ^ere open, . 

I 4.1. ^Cf> , *-**" Ci«~W^-. . ,a// 






_^uld hear a faint buz^ ^^""^ ^ere open, ^'^ /](?» 
'^d then rise and di*. *^*^*iversation e^e// 

^^m again ^^ another p^^^ ^ almost directly, 10 
■^^ naelaocbo^y result. ^^ ^^^ *e room, with the 
f'^ed tones ^°^^ above tK*^^'*^ mother's clear de- 
* ^11, as if sb« ^ere nia.^.j ^ ^®st eveiy now and 
^^^\c^ which t^'Sht furnisb **^ ^" ^^°'' *° '"^^^'* 
''"'^.versatioo t^ ^^^'^ the ^^"^"^^ '^^ ^^ spasmodic 
^^e ^valof t^^^'^-^ts ancj"!^'' '"^'"^"^ ^^^^^^ 






''"'^.versatioo t^ ^^^'^ the ^^"^"^^ '^^ ^^ spasmodic 
^^e ^valof t^^^'^-^ts ancj"!^'' '"^'"^"^ ^^^^^^ 

tnt into the drawmg-roo^. ^« "P tl,, ^ ^ ,^^ 
There was -^^"^^^t'sg, ^^^^> 

and then, with a rush ,,^ ^ ^Ue^,^ ^^ 

rt^ugo came th^ **". cr^ 

sprang up. i» , '"'^stlin^ ^*iv^^-Tsation 

the tramp of »a»y *'^^' *« sou^^j ^ °^ ^o^ 



rt-ugo came th^ **"> cr^ 

sprang up. i» *« rustjj-j^ ^»iv^^-Tsatio 

the tramp of tna»y ^'"'' *« sou^^ f °^ ^o.,^^^^ ^^^ 
and mingled laUg^e^. getting ^^^^^ ^9*x.^ ^^^^^^ 
the children as the party streamed ^^^"""^ ^nearer to 
ing and passed down the stairs. ^'^ the }an^_ 

It seemed as if each man had fo^ 
^ept pent up within him a certain con^^^^ ^^€ks 



as II e»''" ""*" nad f^j. 

within him a certain con^^^^ ^^^"ks 
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and they 
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^xJ^Vn; 




CflfLDREN IN THE LONDON SEAS'^' 

^shed to hold with tl,e partieular U^r^^ 
consigned to him to take dowri to dinne*'' 
now, at last, the opportunity had come. 

Nina and Cecily felt quite deafened t^^ 
rem of words which swept past the^**'^ 
chatter-boxes!" muttered Cecily, but she ^*^^ 
to order by a frown froixi her elder sister- 



^^' 
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-f-^O was 

cJ that 






J^irst came their father, ^ood-looMng ^ 
and witty^ evoking ligKt ripp^lfng laughtem- 



iTr^ 



pretty woman an his arm > T?*rhiile liis ^"e^*^* ^ j^^^ 




divided between lier a.nci N'ino-'s yellow 



which he was re-arranging in his t>utton-hoI^- ^ 

two and two, came the ^xi^sts, strangers *^^'^^^ 
children mostly, though thejr sometimes recc^0^^ ^^^ 
faces they knew in open carriagres and an occasx^ __ 
"How-^r^-you^" but T^ina loc>^e<i i« ^^^^ *^^^ ^^^ 
Wardlaw. Last of all, on the a^rm of some ^^"^^^ 
Prmce, erect, well-dressed, a.nd ^elf- dependent, c ^^ 

the children's mother- ^-^ ^^^^ 

Clear and loud were her to^^- -- ^^^^ ^^ ^^i^ ^^ 
nhhim in his own langtiagre, ^^^^^^^ j^^^ r\a^ 

*as intelligible to her eldest daog 
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70 THRow?^ -^^^^ . ^ -jjto herself 

observer would have seen ^^^^^ ^ ^^ the 1*^ '" ' 
a little as her mother s^^P^ ^j^^t o^^* 

as if there were something ^^ , ^ ijttle up^^ 
pearance and manner which ja"^ more, ^ 
child's sensitive organisation- ' feeling Withm 

very presence excited some curio ^^^ ^^^ ^ygs 
her; for her cheeks flushed a h e» ^jghtly c^""' 
fell, while into the corners of _^^ ^^.^^ ^as 
pressed little mouth crept an express ^ ^^^ ^^.^^^ 
not fear, ^^^ ^^^^^^ nor *^°'^*^°'^^ ' Q^g before 
partook a little of all three, and wa ^^^^ ^^ ^j^ 
one could ^^ certain it ^^^d ^^^^ ^ as her 

changing ij^to keen interest and ex ^^^^ ^^^^ 
mother's words reached ^er. "So y ^ ^^^ 

Wardlaw abroad, and t^^^ "^ ttete is a boy; 
lucky person, So do X- " ' ' ''"' T -^ ' ' " ' ' 
but, or course he .iU ^^^ iC- vV. e..^.- 

rr T'^^^ *--^ ttrJvoices which .0. 
and were lost i^ ^^ y^-^ 

sheiidt:er^-^.--^n"'."t' 

for during the%^^--<i ^^ course, he and !.«. 

'^ «r^*' Digitized by Google 
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I 



"age, and his 



7t 

chief 



iinion 



^^ -^t was 

little 
in 









previous history forme'* -^^f** 

^"bjects of conversation Th T. O-*^ 

„„.„,. '•■Lion. 1 here was but *^ 

'°^'^^-^- He w^s ./.^^^„>,^. The ^^ 
-an.„>ous. Opi^iot^s as to whether I^r^ 
^^rs. Lyndsay was the "lucky one" ^- 
'^-ded. Some thought tho luck on l^i-' 

Po^^essing sue], a pretty charming wife ^^ ^^ ^rC^' 
*liddleton's sister. Otl.e.. sitting a good ^^^^^^^ 

on hers, ^^^*^ ^ -%;i/"i^ 
a fair forti^X^"^^' ^:i^^^^ 
'^'ght have married any of tHe pretty LoiaC*^^ -.^ni^"^ 
of the day, had he been so disposed. Oth^x-^ ^f^ .--* - 
to each other, thoue:lit a ricJi widow a great ^i^*-"^ 
falL Others a^ain, still a^side, tl^ought the? £»^>^ 



Coloi.el Middleton, thoiife^Ht it 
'^^ii like Lord Wardlaw, wftH 



terribJe stumbling- block- Somo rejoiced at tbe ^ 
stancy of aiTectfon dfspJ^txed l^x ^^^^^ WartJl'^' ^ 
"That sort of thing: is sso rare in these ^^^^ 
Colonel MiddJeton told tbe ^w^Hole story of the e^^-^^^ 
friendship from his ^zid of tHe tactile, while his v*^* 



coriverscit* 



^^d It from hers. By degrrees, tbe ^ 

fetched oifto other subjec^ts, witb wbich ^e h^^ 
^th^to do. So now, wbile tbe obaxnpagTve g^^ 
'^K and the clatter of voioes ^x.cl l^o^^ter .our. 
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''111 
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"P the Staircase i . ^^»,^ school-room, 

y. . -^ ^J^R Jives there. 

to* d T' ^^-- o loC, and Cecily has gone 
eadal r'^"--«e, still suffering fron, J^ar 
ing scho , "^^-retired, and ih the rapidly darken- 
ing school-room XT- , « She has been 
reading bv .», ^'°^ ^'*' ^^''°^- , • rill 
open it jf *^ f-ding light, and the book ^s stxl 

the wind ^^""^^ ^»t "°^ «^^ '' ^^^°'"^ ^^ 

an oppre '^^1' looking out into the street. It is 
wide opej^'''^ ^ight, and both the windows are 
^n organ K ^°* °i"<^h to be seen of interest there: 
wise the ^*°^ is playing a popular air, but other- 
dinner-car^^^^^ is almost deserted, for the r^l of 
tainments '^^^^ '« over, and that of the later enter- 
interest is ^^°' yet begun. Truly the only thing of 
The fac^ .^ ^^ndsom^ ^i^*^^ ^**=^ '*^^^^" 

said hard , ^^ «haro,^ vw^vV ^e i.x«v A ^-^ -l^^^^* 

earnest tho. ^'^^ r^Tl ^ ^^^^ ^^^^' '" ^ 

possible r^^^^Ul " '^'^-on now is as different as 

case not J,? '^-t J?^^^ .tole over it on the staxr- 



case 

Sad that 



the ^^^ - --^ 
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^ school-raam. 



^^i'ly has gon: 
tK^ "^^ ^idJy darken 
^^\^ ^^ book is sf^il 
street It^ 

interest there. 
xN^ir, but other- 



t 

ar 





le 

th( 
V 






^^r the r^ <>( 
^\e later enter- 
only thing of 

Jf. 
soft dre^^ 
I had atoos' 

face, for '■'' 
,s different «5 





00 



aid have 



i^ 



P-- to call .p ,„,j, _ oppression. ^^ 
J- "ot a solitary i„st.„o«. It seemed, 

there were somethirxg ^«t=.gox.isUc i *^^ 

Pom,ons Of mothe. .nd d^^gl^tex; .c -*^ 

^er^ntwas th.ir organisation, that it app^^ 

^^ that they should ever i.nderstand o*^* 

Mutual love and forbearance would ha^*^ 












^ii 




i^atience on the one side a.nci reveren.^^^ ^^ ^ 
^ther Height have dxawn tJiem together^ ^ 

^^ef% these feelings were unknown ^^ 
mother or daughter. 

No doubt Nina was not ea-sy to iinder^^^'^ ''^ 
^as she a winning: or attraotive cHild. No, ^/^^ 
as her mother said, "an odd c:hild;" one o^ *^ ^ 
children who go by the opji^rotiium " difficult ^''-^ 
^elp them! for few others will- 
Cold, proud, intliffGrGT^t, 

Let us watch her a. little Berore we join ir^ 
^^erdict ourselves. 

The July ^^^r^lrx^ is comiry^ to a close. 

Every no^ 



*^^^ 

dtf 



*^rgan has strayed farther a-w^X 



f* nas strayed lartner i^^v-*^- — 

snatches of chorus' soo^a froxr. P^-1^ ^^^^^^ 

^^,^w-rt from l^amwig 
nerrv i;fM^ c:i-ri-*>r-ho^s return i^^'-' 



ttierry Jittle street-t>oys return 
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■^^Ovt^jj TOGETHER. 

the Serpentine, p, , ^f the end of 

°"='y flay, ajj ^ jf from her 

It is ^* the school-room clock. 

-stoops do' *" ^^-« the room. But first she 
quie%, 7" ^""^ *^^^« ««■ J^^^ «^°"^- '^^'°' ""''^ 
room door°'* '*^^lthily, the child opens the school- 
the stairs. ' ^"^^ P^^^^s along the passage, and up 

Her bed,, 

is heard fr, 

^»<.«m, singing iiiue stjugo .-^ - 

xi^t time while she is waiting for her 

passage vi,- ^'^^ ^^shes past, and turns down a 
onebelofr. '^"^ coiresponds with the school-room 

Here a ^ ^^^re can the <;hild be goingi 

t^t^"' « mojj '^'"' stands partly open, and Nina hesi- 

lau^hterfro,^''* before si^^ P^^ses it. Voices and 

dishes, inti^ ^'^hin, ^d ^^^ *^^^^^« ^^ '^^^^^ ^"** 

^ery fjuiey ^^^ that 1},^ :riaJrses are at supper, and 

d/scover^d. !^^ c^eej"^ ^^^t, as if afraid of being 

noiseless st^j. ^'>, v K.^X^^^'^y^ ^^^ ^^^^^ "^^ ^ 

A night.]f^ ^^- ^^ ^;-A. f.r.her on. 



IS Jieard fr^^ ^'^"^"^ door is open, and Cecily's voice 
to heguij^'^*** ^*^in, singing little songs to herself, 

- . ^he -L' - • -•^' 4Viv Vier 

sister. B^j. 




'^i-U ^*"^ ^-oom a little farther on. 



'^»i 



^^ <^^i'0^\Y on the table, and 
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T *''P'V e"r'^- l-he"""' '"■« cHU«, I--" 




^J-il3 



bigr 



'^^-^t the ^v-^U 



Without „,, "'^'^'^ the 

this. tT* '^■^- foot I "^^ ^^'^i- Of ' ^""'"^ ^"^ 

nave K ^ *^Jr ^.^^ ^ tJle^ T^,-ir 

"*^ 'land anrf =. "'the crib * 

""^ ari« that u^ . ,&-' 



bLit 



5 <=>n 
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76 THROWN TOGETHER. 

the coverlet are thin and small, ax.d sadly 
the veins in the transparent forehead 

.. ^VmT '•'' " ""^^ °^^ ^^-- at th. 
the child who IS cold, hard, indifferer^t 

Where is the look of haughty i„H-«- 
which it received her mother's rles 
I the look of supercilious conte ^^^^^^? ^ 

* watched that mother on th^ . •"™^* ^^*^ "^ 

Lne stairs? -ixt-l. 
1 the firm tightly-compressed ^itf^ ^her^ 

fi *ALcie mouth? 

n ^°"^' ^" goneUall n^erged in 

j of yearning tenderness, of passionate a^ "'^■ 

pervades and beautifies the er,.- ^«^«=tiO; 

TK ,-•,., ^""^ countena:* 

The child's whole soul is i h 

gazes at her little invalid brother"" r ^^""^ 

if she could never gaze enough. " ^^^^' ^^^ 

^oing to his side at last «!,-. u 

'<>;"«. ,h. K,. ro„head „, a; **^ - C' 
"^'i h.i,. Bending clo^, ' «»ogW4^ , av,_ 

-««... on US PUW, „„ ,; :tn^*ti 
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7? 



'-^^^ -turning , ----OKS..S..-- , .he 

^t--ds there for a few *" ''°°' °f the ^^^^^ ^"- 

^^^•^^ ^t is so Ii„ht ^ seemed as tt^^^T^ ^^^^'-^^ 

^^y moment ».^ ^^ ^I^mbex- that he «*^>^ _^ie to 



^=rr»' 



;-y mon^ent an^ fi'^ ''"" '»^« »^e xO^ 

jlV"' appears 10,^:^7— ^^^^ ^^" 
^ ^ «he going to k. ^^^^ *^'^- *,^t ti*^^ 

f^"-n.e, for She :^- "'---'>' -gil till *^^«Il '^^- 
'"^ °f his crib, and I "" ^^^'^ ™^ ^^<-^^ 

^^-^. With whier^^^^' ''^^ olcirhy^e, -^^^^ ^^ 
^°°thed itself to 7 "^'"^ ^ nervous olaiid ^ 

'°°^Jyroon,. ^^^ ^'"^^ **^^ fancied tex^c,^^ ^^-^ 

Pour comers to His bed, 
^our angels round his head. 
0«e to wateh. two to pray. 
And one to Jceep all Tears away. 

'•^ard i7th^"^^ ^''^^''^^'^S of the other children. * *^ 
^d the ^ '^'"'"^^s ^ slie stands there watchi«» 
"'^'r healT""^ seems to irritate her a little, as 
min-i ^.^ *°*^ strength contirSLStedL painfully in t»^ 

**lina V^ffi fU r- . 

^« tiie fraiJ little sleepier- before Her. 
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7^ THROWlsr T,^ 



But 



fied. 



Totty does not stir a^^f^, and she is satis- 

of rel^"^ '^T'^ *- glow with the intensity 

lid With "*", ' "^ ^*^- -^- - ^"^'^^'^ ^^"' 
^s noZi°"* °" ''"^'^^ ^^ the other beds she retires 

Se pTr^^ " ^'^ ^^^^^ t--g o«- -- -^ 
o the t! "*° *^ '^^*^^ P-a^e, to .iss her hand 

night T '^^'^"■' ^""^ "" *«"™"^ «°^'^^' "*^°°'*' 
B ' lotty, good-night J » Then quickly and 
hastily shf^ j , ^ ^ 

goes down the stairs, and regains her 
own room. 

^g t after night, unknown to all, suspected by 
s the child pay this noiseless visit. ISJiglit 
ight ^jQgg ^Y^^ j.^^j^ figure steal up the stair- 
> s oes in i^^j^^ ^^^ disappear in tlie darkened 
room. She is always mor^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ detec- 
tioji, but never yet i. ^\it been discovered. 

Mademoiselle al sUpP^^^^ ^er in her bed- 

room, Cecily suppo ^^ ^ ^itbls/Lademoiselle; house- 
"^^^ds and nurse^/^^^^ vC^^ ^"^^^ ^^ ^'^^^'^ supper; 

^ ^^ hitherto sh^ . ^^ ^ 

j^ *^^ ha^ .p.^^ ^Vvom a\\ \veans axe 

ope., ^^^ ^^ ^^2it j^ ^^t>a\to\vi^pov;reT, OTdexed 

^^> and whose ^. ^^ ^^ 
Pity j^ ^ 
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tiiat it should be 



•a^^HT^E 



SO 






t may be tT... M^ w^3 l.^^i^g ,„, L^-^^^ 
child to Himself , tH^ou^*^ her lo^e for her t'^*" 
brother; lest in the lovelessness of the atmosp^^^ 
in which she lived , the little Heart should re^J * 
come to be as cold and lia.rd as it was there c<^*^^ 
sideted, and so should n^ve:!- rise into the ^"^ 
penence of tlaat HigliiOr lov^ wJnioH is in itself b«^ 
God and heaven* 

"For it is tlirougH tVie: giJisl^ of our human te? ^ 
demess that tKe soixl first loa^j-rms its destiny * 
divine; it is throiigK a. mortal ye^rxxii^g, unsati.fie 
that the soul ascenae, sc^el^irig ^ higher objecti it 
through OUT liuman a-fFeotion 
the infinite in us revea^ls itself. 

The voices of the l^dxes r^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 
iag-room caine up tHe sta-rr:^ ^ieef:>- ^^^ ^ 

roused Nina from rier a» stairtled and 

with a beating heart, for s Totty m^^t b 




IS tha.t the immortal a. 




fused, and she dreaixxily ^^"^ ^ 

and that the voices sn ^ ^^^^ ^ 

alarmed nurses- By degree 



vt^ere 



those or 



^iTiem 



bered 
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So 



It 



an 



Ulp 



agai^ ^^^t. 



■ajitj 



THROWN TOGETHER 



^' fiut' ^^^ "^'^ ^ ^'^^ °^ re«ef she lay down 



She 



coyj !^^ moments fear had unsettled hei, 

^he 1 ^ not get to sleep. 

""^ ^^ Tot/ ^^^^ering whether the voices had dis- 

*^ '^ '^^'Tses ^ *°°' ^°^ ^^ ^°' whether he would And 

^"^ '^f his 1^°^^ '° ^ed or not Vague fears haunted 

**^^^^ hiij, ^"^^ awake frightened, and not able to 

£ibo«t it ^^^^ heard. Sh^ ^^"'"^ "°* *^*'"* herself 

over ^^^ except by repe^tir^g the soothing rhymes 

dr^^my °^«'- again ^^^^ '^^^^ overtook her. 



>nu 



'^iurin, 



'g~ 



coi5,e 



jg bed. 
** - ^-, head. 



^our 
One t^^^^^ 'o^*" to P'^y . 






'^•'^onet7^ ""^'^^^ 



fears 



^ 
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MRS- Mm>i>j^:E.TOi.4 



Bl 



S REGULATJONS- 



\ 



Cr FT y%. F* T K R / f r. 

Mrs, Mtdc^letoo'^ Kt^la^ „rul Rt^eiil.t.nns, 

Mrs. MmoL^TOT^ was, as we have said, a wo 
of theory, aii<3 her tlieories on the subject o^ 
education and train to^ oF children were very 
ctded- JT;.^ system, as she imagined, comLinect <^* 
advantages of the old system and the advant^^^ ^ 
<^f the new. 

'^Children now-a-daxs," said JVIrs- Middlet* 
were too much made oT, took too prominent- 
part in the household ^tzonomy^ and -were taugHti 
thijilt themselves of too g^reat imiiortancc, T:"l-fc. 
came too forward altogretlier, and were too n-iu 
With their parents, to the ejxiclusion , on the ^«:z3 
^^Tid, of many topics o^ conversation; or to i 
hearing a ^reat deal that was not intended for %\-^ 
•^^rs, on th^ other. T^he nnrsery a«<^l the ^cl^^, 
room were the proper places fc^^^ them, rei^ular vx^^ 
^'^th their nurses or gro^ernesses n^^^te cK^ 
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8s 



to .^^^, 



"*««-- -oo^r^^^ 









">, 



^J'ste^ *fs ^^ '^''roission to eve^y ^ ^^^^^^d; qu/ci 
fcet^, ^as, ^- But the fault ,- °'"^^''- ^^^ ''^'T 

the;. ' ^/d '^'^'^o« "" ^nterchangre of 

, «V , '^'^ not 
^bort. ^^ f^H^^ ^J ^^tch or study them at all; so 

'^"'' 0„ ^' '"(fee/ ^^"«coVer where her system fell 
%tsli ^ <^hU^ ^; ^V * — ♦-- -'^-•'•^ ' - 



t/.at . ^^e ,.^ ;jee e,,,^h of the« to understand 



■icte^s 
'% si,, 



aj] 



^^'.•ic/Z '^'^/.t 



^itj 



«^e« 



_ system which succeeded 

ppc?ssibly fail .with another; 

- ; and that where char- 

xaethods of train- 



'.-^v.i, 






^*^^Pte/ "^ %. '^e^t^ ^''^^'■' ^^^^°^^ °f tram- 
^ • ^«^So ^t least be modified and 

%^^ ' or- ^"^ 

that her system had 
e elder boys, she 
opmion that her 












KJiQ 



^•'^c... ''^M^^^^^^ree elder boys, she 






k 



■^o A, 



'"^^^^^ a^^' n^^ 






^^d 
% 



,x»-«^"^*^^ "^^^^ perfect 



i*.*^ 



-|_^^3- three easy-goiivg. 
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MRS. M,i:.r>i:.^Tor^^s re.um,,.,,, "^^ 

it y^cj-c/ aJl answered ^ 
sec^ th^l Khe had in 1^^ 



t^TT^ t>o3.., i. ^.^' .., ,„_^^., _.,^ --V, 

•^"t she failed to sec- th^, «h„ ,... „ .,.,-#- " '^'^ 



daughters totally diflore^t eh.racter^ to deal *^'''!L,-3. 
JNma was a child who ..ouJd ],av. b^^*?'^ ^ , --^ 

iirough her affections. had tJ,o.,c affection--. ^^^'^^^ 
tirawn out, but thfs " driving" syst^u. only ^^^^"^ ^^.^^ 
"P her pride and sclf-wiJI. Sensitive to tho \'^^^^ -^ 
sgree, she had learnt to be ashamc-U .,f the -J*^*^ ^ 
feehngs which she felt within her, and to ci^l * ^"^-^ 

Pnde to helja her to overcome and conct-al tl^^^^*" _ 

^d that pride had now become so completc^l :>^ ^ 

second nature, that she daily acted an indifrcii-«=^*"» -«^— 
to everything and everybody that she did not rc^ar*-"*- 
feel. 

Cecily, tfniid and nervous, was a child -v'w;^ ^" ~» ' 
needed protection and htslp, and who should. T 
''(^en encouraged to overcome her self-conscioiiss 
and fear of ridicule; and have been taught tha.*:. 
TOuld depend upon her mother's love and assist t 
—instead of which she feared her, and nevei.- 
iit ease in her presence. 

Outwardly, they were no donbt wcll-bcW ^ 
arid submissive. But their «oocl beh.y.o.a,- 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«4 






'^Hrown To 



lil 



fm, 



tfe. 



'^i 



'^^'■HfiR. 



•fh -"Qc« "'o™ "^ their _ 

There was nevei- « 

"^^ 3.ny appeal made 






TS. 



from 
■ling at worlc 



^iDl •'^l r ''"'■ to their sense of - T 

-:;iple, i-esij .,. °^ "Sht, or th.eu: 



that 



Jf 



th 



'nsibUity-^no xnculcation of prin- 
superstructure of reJfgion miglit 



and 



^h. 



th 



up by '"'J- IV^ *^ ^^''^ *^^ "^^^e punished— 

tet'^it ^°*"^jVen ^^'^^'' ^*s P"°ishment ever followed 

* 3Q(j ^dvice. They were xievei 

^J^iQ&g jYia.dc ^^^^^ mother unhappy, 

Safcg h^y ought to try and. not 

jjich conveys so forcibly 

^at <r , sins are displeasing to 

Out «f ^^^^ ^^ llit» tnoxe th.an out 

vexcome them. No! 



°'^^nd a^ '^^ iier 



God 



^^a 



°^fea... *^5t 






'"ds 



ear th "•^'^ out ^^^^"^ 



Of 



e *'' vjiit the fear of punish- 
^tlxi^^ ^^rriark. But, after 






ail, ^-^^^'^ «.c 



a-Iways good and 



"led- 



she 



'^d 



not 






h..r ""^'^t^ .^<3- *^* 



s^- 



.^^' 
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feteforehow was it possit*!^ she oould righti>- ' 
and educate otHers. Tire lact was. she was mt^'^j 

«lfish. She wa.^ sltx only child and an heiress- 
had always been inciiilgeca in everything, and ^^ 
accustomed to have her o-wn -way, and to be **'^ 
shipped and flattered "by a.11. She had a str*^ 

will, a quick temper, and an in-nnense idea oi 
own importance. She was clever, managing, *^ 
detennined; worldly, and very ambitious. Wast 
a person likely to enter into all the difficulties :*- 

* v.<=T-^eir in her childrc*^ 
trials of child life 1 ^to pnt hersel* »o ^ „-- ,..- ^i1 

p,...a„a .o view 'H= -fo.^:"«^^";°n^, ^ 

their wonderiixg ^^"^^^^ ,^^^^ c^hHaren h^d thei: 
place in tlie world, an^i ^^ important— tlie: 

Hers immeasurably superior ^ '^^^-^^t to her, 
less than secondary, sin^P J^ 
toherwUL ^.^^^erxt, perhaps, 




Some day it wo 



xxld t^^ 



aiff^^^*^*' 



.H- --i^*^* Hereafter ^^^ 
gmwn^up girls ax^a t>oys ^ ^^^^ , l3v.t at pr^^ 
them to assume some ^^r-^ flocJ^ «.-^ 

be driven accordmg ^ i„ rol^s, ^^ 

tmclion. She made ce 
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THROWN 



they 
She 



TOGETJf£«' 

follow them— that was all. jf they didn't, 
were punished— there was no middle course. 
was not fond of children. ^ ^^^i^ was to her raw 
oaaterial, out of which something might be made 
some day; tut as « <^^t'ia it did not interest her. 
l-he society of children gave her no pleasure. 

Perhaps this arose from idleness, perhaps from 
selfishness, perhaps from stupidity. 

She found it a great trouble to provide answers 
to their questions, and was bored to find that when 
she had answered one it gave rise to another. She 
was too selfish to come down from the heights of 
her own mature reflections, and to lower herself to 
the level of the baby questioner. Perhaps, in spite 
of her vaunted cleverness she was too stupid or too 
ignorant to satisfy their' c;!^^^^^^^- ^* requires no 
small amount of t,,^^edge - P-ry successfully 
the questions of an enqt>^^ 
The questioning ^.^^v^ ^* 
nursery, because ^ >e 

P°^er to satisfy it^ ^ . ^■t fee\s Xovjeied V having 
she ;c n '•tviir^ ^ 

, ^s often floored A 

g«orance exp^^,^ C OOoTp 

Digitized by VjOOy IC 



cb-Wd-imxid. 

^^ enqt^^^^^^^^^ ^ever the favourite in 

^j^ o v.u>' ^^fren beyond t\ie xiUTse's 

power • - u - io 



it arose , 



undcrstaiid them; sl^e V. *^ *=^»lciren; she di<J ^^^ 

mat she had no real in_fln.=.T,^^ . ^«-, 

«ii Anxiuence over them, and *J^ 

neither loved nor respecte*! hej-. 

Of direct attempts there was no lack. Lccl-^» 
by the hour would JMrs. IVIicidletoTi; precept up»<= 
precept, rule npon rule, sHe would sometimes sho*'*^*^^ 
upon her little daughters v^rhen complaints agai*^ ^^ 
them were brought l>ef"ore her. JBut tliey saw 1"»*^^^^ 
at times when she -was not thinlcing of them, a.»=»- ■^^--- 
they had, ala.sl learnt to discover her inconsistcnci — - 
and to compare the purity of her tHeories with ^ 
fauJtiness of her practice. \VHat was the good, 
instance, of her punishing then^ for an outbreal*^ 

uld see, l3y her aushmg c^. 





temper, when they eo^.^ —^ - ^^^ ^^^^^ 

and raised voice, that her o-w n 

i ri: t, i_* ------ - 

tliat the^^ 



- * ^^;x^el\r fee^l that it 
control Did tHey ^ot irttxxxtivo X 



.as 



lY£t<i sin . 

'-^, or irri^^ 



not so much that tl:iey ^*^of>r'i 

wounded their motner ^ ^ ^\^&^ were surf- 

her nervous temper 3 a^* 
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88 THROWN XOGE-l-lf^i?' 

from revenge, not punishment; that it w^^s only be- 
cause they were the weaker that they ^^^^ ^° 
vrall, since the sin was the same on both sides? 

Vain was her teaching ^^xile her conduct was 
0X variance with it For there is a great and im- 
portant difference between direct and indirect in- 
^uence, which is well defined thus: "Our direct 
efforts to teach may be contradicted by our lives, 
^hile the indirect influence is our very life." 

Strict is the watch a mother should keep over 
herself in her children's presence, lest they lose be- 
lief in the goodness, justice, and love which is to 
lead them to God, and of which, till they Imow 
Him, she is to them the embodiment. Let them 
believe in one person thougb all others fail them. 
She should be on hergua^^ ^^^* *^^''" ^^°^^ °^ "^^* 
and justice get marred bV ^^" ^-----^^^-^^ ' "^^^ 
affections chUled by h,; .h^tvgeabll^, ox thexr m.nds 

confused in striving ^f^eoo-^^^ ^^^ *^"^^^"^. " 

^^' ^^^^y <=0°<i"Ct. "" .d --Aeed be a life of 

Surely a mothet'g VT '<^ '^^'^ difficulties as 
Prayej ^^^^ '^^^^.ftx^iwl ^ t>^xse\[. "BuX. mVYv suc\v 



aese 



' for she is but hu^^^ 
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in view 
ihmgh life her 



at least one persoxi wH«r« ^ ^^^ the .nenr. 

■1, and be helped t. v ♦>, * ^^ could safely b^X* 

^ the .in and <i-rl.L.^"Lr""J' ""*'""' "^" "'"' 

b the divinity of .^r; H^"'' ''*""^' " '"^^ ""^ 
. . ^ ^ ^'^^^ t^T^man nature which ^ 

Wur coodesoerxcioci to ^^^^.^^. Xn that oti- 
mother in our story, to wHom w^ have only, as >--= 
%htly alluded, was a bj-i^l^t ^p^ttem and exam f^ 
forever before :M:rs- IV^idcileton ^ L>ut her eyes iwr^^ 
cbsed to her youn^ sistei"-in-lavir*s merits, and ^^ 
saw no ways perfect but li<^jr OT?im. 

Magdalen Lyndsay >ia.ci , in the training of In. 
boy, acted in every y^sty oontrary to M:rs, Middletc^ 
ideas, and Mrs. ]Vi:ici<31eton aesj^ised Her ijystctn ^ 
cordingly, :Biit tHe Ta^ot was, IV^agdalen Lynd^ 
had no "system-" Love ^n<i comi>lete 
existed between Her ana Her 

dation she built. ,^..ox.sistenci^^ 

Mervyn Had -ever ^^^J^J" ,^,^^ to shal,^ 
confuse him in His mother, o ^ i^raew that wh^_ 
firm abiding belief iri Her. .^hi^^b conf^^ 

obedience was exacted i* - 




confide 
l3oy^ and on that fc^ 
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Wishes, that it 



-^nco, *^ci . -^e wise reason, tha^ •. ^ '*''' " 

^e L ^ tfi^ I. • u* . ^^GGring tone of 

eftv. ^ Of fu . r approval; and 






^^em, and for th.- o i 

. ^'^e sake of them, he 



^Wd 



Aa 



the very idea 



M^ 



ve been greek to Nina Mid- 



hersQlf 



^§cj 



^^ie. 






boy^ 



brought ^Qlf to hear in 
she had never allowed 



(> y ^^^^a// jj-ri^^^^^ ^y ^is faults, or 

^en ^^ ^^^ei- <. _/- was broken in upon. 



jX is not so much. 



fr. 



^'C^^'-^r/ 

^^ have ^'■^ «ayi,, ''^^''^-^^ ^t t^e time, as tl^at 
"^ for 3 .""^osej, ^/^^ ^^ -cH is inconvenient to 
^^^^tio- ^^ ^ flUie^ "»V^^**^ ^ ^^ad it happenec? 



n, 



'eji 



se, 



fe 



«2| 



1o 






^l^^eti in a different 



'n 



'ecj 



Offen 



t^ 



v*^ 



■Ice ,. °' ^« V 
one ^^^""-y fi,^ ^^^ 



,er> 



,ve shouVd \vave 






^1> 



-IJ^ 



rVvi3^ 



^^S»^td Vf\t\vOMt 



,i=f^^ 



^e the next, and 
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^firijr* 



^ETOjSjr-s 






^^GZJX^j^ 



^*lONS. 






,,,^ ^^ ^ crime VGstr^^^^^ 

Uaa !:>««„ -»i-« to all thee d^r^i^--^ 
to steer clear of then,. A/i ^* 
rn was reference a«d obedience; ^'^ 
Had never, ^.s yet. failed to render- 
to be sure, Ha<^ Nina; obedience -*^ 
as her mother knew. But herein » 
3. Ivlervyn's chci-racter was as an «^ 
1 his rnother, and she knew every F»^^ 
ihe could ansi^ver for him as for her»*^ 
as a sealed book to hers; and if VI *^ 
hought she coiilcl a,nswer for her, 
n her obedience, it vk'a.s oixly beca. 
ought about it a-t ^11- She had no nci. 
strength of character, the strength 
i win or the power of resistance , 
' behind the girl's ixx^passiv^ 



hicH lay 
she ho^^ 



of th^ powers of affec^^^ 
laid a en- 



--? ^.Ttr;"::^v- <. .- ..^ 



one knew 



^w^ln^t 



who was 



called 



.aa, c^oia, unacc:,^ 
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No 



^ne guessed ^, 
^"^^^^ under her app J^^' ^^P^^^ ^^ ^^^^'^"'^^ 
^'^^ ^^Pt down by the indifference; walled in, 

become a ^ , , ^^^sitive pride which had 

^ second natur^^ 

^^§ had they lain thi:. 
ana uncalled r t'll ^^ dormant, unsuspected 

first of all >^ ';r-ji, ^ t>irt2i of little Totty, the 

^^^ Mrs. Middletoj.> 
been a hir>i.i • ^ chiidren who had not 

'^gnly satisfactorv k r, ,_ , t 

was proud ^ • oaby — a baby that she 

^ to show if sent /x ^ .- . . 

healthy. ^^ ^^r — fine, forward, and 

Till he 
all been ^^^^^^^'^^^ ^rs. Middleton's babies had 

their vacci^^.^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^""^ pattern; Kad stood 
time, ran '^^^''''^ "^^^^^ ''''^ ^^^''' ^^^^^ ^* ^^^ proper 
should do ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ tliouglit it time they 
fe^in , ^^' ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ plans for their 
ng ,and sleepi^ an^ yielded to treatment 



j^ "* 3.1as! poof J. rj-otty was a sad exception 
j^° *^i this. A ^va•^^^ eAjfferitxg baby from bis 
J"*^' he ran cou^/H' ^^s ^^^Ws .v.les in every 

he'"'- ^e was ''' '^ ^^^^ Tr "^'^ ^^--^^-"^• 
^'^^ every toot^ ^^ t^^ ''^' ^''^^^'^^ '" 
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^-'^-ATIONS, 



otliei-s 



'toi^'« "^oorx,. Perhaps thfs **-^ ^ 

-to^ s oye,, ^^^ g^«.-.test Offence o^ ^ ' 

her nr^ost stringent rules, and 
gooa one. that her babies should , 
ge as possible, h^ put into bed, ^'^ 
sleep t.y tHenaseJves. The others t*^- 
tie way of it very soon, as heal 
but with l^otty it was almost an » 
He MTOuld lie a-walce for hours cryi** 
d. and hushed lilce a baby, 
ig time Mrs. ]VIiddletor\ ha,d persever 
were obliged to obey her, and pt=» 
o be put into his crib awake, to <z: 
[eep alone. B«t no one could bea,- 
[1 of the delic:^te child proceeding fr-^ 
and the nurses often br 




It wras no diffi. 



i-nursery 

. Middleton's rules 

^THf>m visited the nurs^^^ 
e she so -^^^^^^^ j^ roT granted ^.^ 
vvn rules, and ^^ xneans 

ed, but shi^ ^^^ ^^^ ^l^^t they 
b the oHiiarerx to 



se€^ 
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carried out. So it .va. . . 

^^^^ «ow and then dis '''''^ '^ '"'"'' t 

P"* *° sleep. Each ti J "'^"^^ ^'^^^ ^''^'^ "''' 
laid down . . ^^e put a stop to it, and 

^^ stricter regular; 
11^ use. T. rr ^^^ns than ever. But it was 

Xotty sufterecl f 
haustion r • '^^ra want of sleep or ex- 

^i*om crying; ^n^ 
told Mr. T,^. ,, ^^ even the doctor at Jast 

^' Middleton thai- , 
health's ^^1 , ^he chiJd must, for his 

^^ke, be hunxour^^ 
stronger ^ ^^a, till he was older and 

J-t was her first h«^ .hi. u 

she renewr h defeat. As he grew older 

habits, but-^ ^^"^ attempts to get him into better 
It ^^^ '^^^^^ ^^* any success. 

matter with ''^''^' ""^^^''^ ^''^^'' ''''' "^^^^ '^''^ ^^^ 
somethin ^^^^' ^^^ *^ ^^^^ ^"""^^ ^^^ ^^^''^ "^^^ 
doctors *^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ spine, whicli the 

distinct ^I^^^^^ ^^^^^d would one day develop mto 

means '^^^'^ ""^ *^ '^''^" ^"^^ ^^ ^""^ ^^ "''' 
^j^ reached that stag^ ^^^' ^^ ^oxild stand 
^jne now; but thou^Ja txeaxly four years old, he 
^^^ely attempted to H?-' tieitlier did the doctors 
^^^h that he shom^ ^1^^^ ""^^^^ "^^^ dlelicate, too, * 
r^^ he had once v * <% ^''^^''^ ""^ ^^iflammation of 

?' l^ngs, which >^ ^V ""'" ""^ ''""^'^ '" ""'""^ 
^^ -Olds ^^^ 1^ 
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>vely little fello 



'w-, and singul^r*--'-^ 
gti Vie migtit fall short of his I>x^*=' *^^* 
nany ^ways, in face there was »c»t -^^ 
any -way compare -with him. B***^ 
lan like IMrs. ^^iddleton was not <^* 
Sl\e looked, on to the future, ^ 
<3.ay -woialci ne-ver come when 
udl of this son as she would be of 
lad t>een in the case of a girl, itwo'^ 
tterea so very mixchi but a deUc^s^ 

rotty's aeficienoies woold not have b^ 
if he had rxot, whe« he was e>ght^ 

heeix suoceeded oy Middle* 

*^ the standard ot m 
ime up to the finer, a«<i «*°'^ «"'— 

was even stronger, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

walked, i» short, ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
kiad marked ^"*' a, tba-t now, ^ 

Totty with ^^^*! ^^t oxit-of-doors, .^ 
half, she ^.^"^^p^ranxbxil^*'''^- 
nras driven i» ^ Totty was ^^ 

as of son^e ag 
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and to begin with, the tiny ailing child, who seemed 
always crying and in pain, excited her pity; it was 
such a new thing in their nursery. With a child's 
quickness, she soon began to suspect that her mother 
was a little bit annoyed by it, and was rather 
ashamed of the puny, pale-faced baby. Mooning 
over it by herself, the suspicion became daily more 
confirmed in her mind; and any chance word that 
Mrs. Middleton let fall upon the subject strengthened 
it, till at last it became a certainty. From thinking 
Totty was overlooked, she grew to think he was 
despised^ and from allowing to herself that he was 
despised, she persuaded herself that he was ill- 
treated. Then woke there up in her heart the pity 
that is akin to love. Then came the sense of loving 
protection towards the sickly child, and the deter- 
mination to take its part against everybody, and 
to be to it the defender that it seemed to her 
to need so much. Alas! that so pure a feeling 
should have been mixed with antagonistic ill-will 
towards her mother; so that Nina was both at her 
best, and at her worst, when she love^ \v« \\\x\e 
brother. 
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98 THROWN TOGETHER. 

heart would beat when his name was mentioned, 
and his constitution discussed; and to hide it, she 
always put on an air of indifference whenever he 
was spoken of, which gave a very different impres- 
sion to the outsider than the real one. 

When Totty was succeeded by another baby, 
she felt him to become more hers than ever. 
Deeper and deeper grew her love and her pity, 
when she saw the other child wax stronger and 
iiner month by month, while poor little Totty 
seemed to make no progress at all; and angry feel- 
ings would rise in her heart when she heard one 
child held up to the deterioration of the other. She 
could not bear to hear them compared, and her 
heart would beat loudly when she heard hints 
every now and then dropped in the nursery that the 
baby would walk first. How anxiously she watched 
them both; and how to the last she hoped against 
hope! 

Yet, as we have said, at eighteen months the 
baby ran about everywhere, while Totty IooVl^A otv 
from his perambulator. :5t^o on^ Vxv^^ V\\^ ^\.otkv of 
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S org-o , '^*^«tent, so r * ^"'^'^ *^^^' to cii 

^A/ci, ^ ^-'^ to ,e. ^ ^^'-^ - her I>r 
n. ' ^" "-t founded"" "*^"' ^" obedi^^. 

"'^ ^-ail if- "^ How f,r that o«t:^ 
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ever be tlirown off, it would be war to the knife 
between mother and daughter! Whether such a 
fancy would be correct or not, the events of the 
story will show. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lOt 



I^HB NEW RELATION AT LUNCHEON. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The new Relation at X^uncVieon* 



O^' 



iRJBi was somGthing the matter withMaO^ ^^^^ 
e nex-t momm^ at I>reakfast, for ^^^ y^^<*^ 
id moody^ ajid hardly answered ^'^^^ .^^r^-^ 




ed her if she didn^t think the butt^*' 

'tter iced than iisua.1- 

LS evident that Nina was rather in 



.„„.„ -.-ni-^ 

'tnoisGllG's manner to Cecily was q^^^ 



aeeing^ hovir matters stood, Nina, ^* ^^-j-^^ 
iffbrence, simply refrained from any ^^^ i - 
It conversation, ana ate lier brea^' ^^^ 




rhere 



mere was a new-comer at breakfas^^ ^ 

his sehool-rooxn ^'*^- J^ ^^,^ ^Ul* ^*-^ 
and talcing hi-- "^^^/^^^^g \.,„, wi^t- ^ 
b^ way «f ^-"^:J:;rwat auo^e^ -- 

.er all tho3C. oiroO«.-^-- 
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^d<iy countenanc . 
°^ part in ^^e , 
^°^s piait,» when 
^^d "Merci" (by 
''Mercy"), ^j^^^ 

l^'^g sentence 
^^cily elicited } 
talking rubbish 
Cecily was, 
If^' °f giggh-n 
Mademoiselle 
^««t them all \ 

^^ a terrible 
through a cf 
hand, on the 
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them. The 
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come to th 
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^y^^* 



'* WliSLt's the matter with MademoisellCi ^^ ^f&^^ 
^*I don't know. She wsls all right at \>^^ lO 

re you came down, and was talking ^^^\^ g^^ 
it>oot her headache and how she coal^*^ VT^^ 
eej>, and all that sort of thiBg." T^^^^^^^O**^" 
:- She saw now the reason of the ^^^W^^^ 

J-t^€i emitted to ask after Madem*^ 
a-olue.' 
V^l^at made her talk about itV^ s^^ 

^1:1, I asked her i£ it ^vras gone when ^ \4^ 

^' answ^ered Cecily, "and so then she 

:>ut it/^ 

i^v this was a very old oflfence of T^^^ ^ 

could make up Her mind to ask peop 

leadaches, a^nd other little ailments^ ^ 

s most simple every^iay affair to tn 

p-eat difficulty to Her. 

rt-f mine will. 
;ar this little heroine o4 t»i^ ^ 

.eople ^ -ery di.-gree.l.le c^-a^^ 
^ ^ fiiUv justified iri^ 
1 think her n^otHer f^l ^^ .,e the i>- 

.ion. It will, i-^""/','„,W.ng=evU" * 
the soul of goodness. 
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them a little patient with her. But so many weak- 
nesses spring from perverted good, and so many fol- 
lies have tVieir root in virtues, that perhaps the germ 
of good in the child^s peculiar disposition may be 
found, if searched for. As extravagance springs often- 
times from lavish generosity; gossip, and curiosity 
from an over-kindly interest in the affairs of others; 
so perhaps this want of courtesy and kindliness in 
Nina might spring from the innate truthfulness of the 
child's nature, over-strained and far-fetched though 
it might be. She was afraid of seeming more in- 
terested in the person than she really was; she 
could not say she was sorry when she knew she 
was not really grieved. Her idea of being sorry 
was something so very different. She did not, she 
told herselfj know how to look w^hile the person 
was answering her question. She couldn't be 
affected, and put on looks. If she might just run 
m and say "How is your headache?" and rush 
away without waiting for the answer, she wouldn't 
mind half so much; but the standing there listening, 
and then not knowing what to sav ^^-^^ ox \vo^ 
soon to begin talking of acsTi£\^t\vLicv^ ^\s.^, ^W \\v\^ 
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lO 



courteous enquiry a very diCftcult tt^ 
Af icidleton- ^ ^e^' 

S^t any rate it is too late now " slie to ^^e- 
s sfie walked silently along by Cecily's 
cily wa,s^ as usual, full of tallt, y^ 

say, Mina^ you know a tandem, ^ 
L four-in-hand?'^ 

^s/' said JNTma, "what of thetnV tt^^*' 

hat do you call a thing that is i^^^ 



jTior a ibur-m-handl^' 
extreme vagrueness of the qaestio 



**»• 



tell you all fJiat it /j«V," continued 
5n you can tell me what it «" 
irouche, nor a brougham, nor 



a dog 



*:.i^^ 

l*^-*^ 



^*^ 




break, nor an omnit-us, "'''''' ^'"^ ^* 

M^^ nor a landa-a , 
;ar, nor a waggonetxe, » 

age, nor o- cat>r ^^^^ .jSIiua, it'^ ' 
so tired -' .----" 




vhat ca-n it be' 



it Hke?^ 



£1.S 



t three horses 



Iced ISritva. 



'andwtxer^ 



froTvtoi^l^^ 
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answered Cecily, "and I saw it in the mews from 
my bed-room window, rm sure it's quite a new 
thingj for 1 never saw it before/' 

"1 can't think what it can be," said Nina. 
"Perhaps it will be there when we go home," 
said Cecily. "I wanted so to see it start, but Made- 
moiselle called me just as the last horse was 
put in," 

They were just entering Kensington Gardens as 
she spoke, and Edmund, released from Made- 
moiselle, came running up to ask Cecily to play at 
horses, and the little sisters' conversation came to 
an end. 

Kensington Gardens and Rotten Row, at that 
early hour on a summer's morning, present a very 
different appearance to Kensington Gardens and 
Rotten Row a few hours later in the day. From 
half-past eight to half-past ten or eleven, both are 
quite given up, as it were, to children. 

Before the heat of the day has begun — while 
the trees wear that peculiar bright green which the 
day's dust will turn into \ixo^Tv, ^\vWe: V^^e tclottotv^ 
air is fresh and sweet — x^V^xv^ ^XV ^oxv^ V}tv^ \ength 
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VvlV 
Serpentine what may be caUecl "tl"*^ '^^^^^^ 
hour." There are tiny ponies, ff^^ ^a 
son^etimes led by grooms walking ** ^^e- 
, soroetin.es connected to big horses *^'*^^^,i«* 
^id _ eoachnien ty long leading-rein. ^ ;,^V^- 
r>««ish-sadd7es. jogglr^g along close by ^^^ ^^^ 

wnere the nurse walks; plucky little fC'?'^ g. 
^'o«^ at a hand-gallop, little girls with ^**^^ 
^^ir racing after them, as quick as th^ ^ 
allo^.. Ther mostly Uugh and talk *^ 
aJo^e-, and their voices sound merry ^^ 
ummer air, and their bright hair looks ^^^ 
■ summer sunshine. 

are all 







t1^^ 



outside, within the railings, 
^' ThGy look so cool and fresh 
hoUand. costuniies, and shady ba^tS"^ 
the babies, ^tvHo lie lazily back i"^ 
Lilators, under the great shady awrnin^ 
^e IS a. ple^Lsant Hum of voices and. 
d about, min^le^d -v^ith the clinol*^ 
amess, and the refreshing sound of 
vat e r " Ci^r^s- 
terpentine 



^^"1.^=^ 



^^ 



l«ofc3 oool andcUar, 
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SO 



in the sun; and the din of London traffic is 
mellowed by distance, as to be rather soothing than 
otherwise. 

The scene altogether is so different to what it 
win be a few hours later, when to the lighthearted- 
ness and carelessness of the "children's hour" will 
succeed one known well enough without descrip- 
tion j when youth and beauty and fashion will 
crowd into the park, bringing with them cares, and 
aims J and interests unknown as yet to the chatter- 
ing throng in full possession now. 

Punctual at eleven the little Middletons left the 
Park, and proceeded home. The town was be- 
ginning to stir as they reached Grosvenor Gate, 
and Cecily sighed deeply at the thought of return- 
ing to lessons. She flew to her window directly 
she got into her bed-room, but there was no sign 
as yet of the carriage she had mentioned to Nina. 

Lessons occupied the rest of the morning, and 
at a quarter to two they were sent upstairs to get 
ready for luncheon. Cecily*^ \\e:^^ nst^^ o\3l\. oi >2tve 
yrindow in a moment, and ^^ c^jaVcViVY ^t^-snxv \xv. 



RinitiTfiH h\/ 



Cnnoie 



^^^t '^"'■- ^o ^ '' '''^'^' *"d couJd„^t c:ome 



^^t _ ^'■^ ^e h„ ^^^' *"d couldn't come 

-^^-^.^ ^° -o^,,: ^°^ ouf"'' '"^ r'-- not ci^it:. 
'^*- c^ve,^''"^«<^ec?* , ' ^"'^ ^e patting: «^t-' 
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,,^ ' "1 the new- 
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WardUw seemed to be insisting on having it at- 
tended to, and examined it carefully himself. Then 
a little child ran out of the stables, and he turned 
round and patted its head, and stooped down and 
talked to it. Nina thought she saw him put his 
hand in his pocket and put something into the 
child's hand, but was not quite sure. Then he 
spoke to his friend, and pointed to the house. 

**He is saying he is coming here to luncheon," 
thought Nina, and she blushed. 

The other man seemed to say he would come 

too; and they walked off together, arm-in-arm. But 

as they went Nina noticed that Lord Wardlaw did 

not forget to turn round and nod to the little child 

he had been talking to, who stood in the middle of 

the road staring after them. 

All this time Cecily had not begun to get ready; 
she had been so taken up with the horses and the 
new kind of carriage. To her horror the gong 
sounded, and Mademoiselle came in to fetch them. 
'*Oh, what shall I do!" she exclaimed. 
Mademoiselle answered, she mxx^t. eoxxve do^Nxv 
alone, as it was better fo t oxve: v.o \i^ \^\^ >:\\^n. ^xee. 
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so she and Nina proceeded downstairs, 
CGcily in mortal terror- It was suc^ ^ * ^H^^ 
e to be late for luncheon, %Vbeii they ^^ ^ l>e 
nin^-room they found no one there, ^ .^r^^^^ 

ijirormed them that Mrs. Middleton ^^*^^ 

t clow^n for ten minutes ot so, but U 
hey were not to wait for her. 

na zee Cornel ?^^ asked MademoiseU^- .^r^^*^' 

^ Colonel was engag:ed with two g^^ 
uld be m directly, -^ "^ 

a feJt her heart beat at the though* ^^^ 
^ing MGrvym's step-fatherj and she w ^^^^ 
e would sit. SHe had herself Madeti^ ^^.^^^ 
^idc, and Cecily's vacaxit place on tb^ ^ ^^^^ 
ed he woulci sit e^Lactly opposite, 
it have a ^oodL look at him, ^"^ 

3oor opened, a^xid i^ ^am^ „.,..«.^rxi^ ^ 






:r^ ' 



tiich excitem^^ 
harvdsomei 



Nina, with the fliish w 
^ek, was loolclng very 
d lciss€^<i la^^- 

little woma^^ 




^r%* 



le up an 

morning, it^3^ 
faw, this is 
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imX 



aaeat 



davighter. 
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tKis is Lord Wardlaw. Mr. Leigh ^■ 
tonl" 

And Colonel Middleton sat dov i 
This was all against the rules. M ; 
never allowed any introductions to i 
and particularly disliked Nina beinr 
ward in this way. With her it was, 
how do you do to tliis gentleman I 
like the above introduction was q 
principles. Mr. Leigh bowed as if i 
up, and made some civil remark al 
Mrs. Middleton would have been f i 
been there. Colonel Middleton, i 

sence, thought it rather a good jo 

"We shall have her out and 
no time," he said. 

"The sooner the better," ans 
But it was all lost upor 
were fixed on Lord Wardlaw 
would remember her. She v 
doubt 

"We made friends i^^. >^^ 
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^^. '■^ ^b^^ /' «Ae „.^ "" %. and d/dn't know 

* ^o^r-/ . ^'^ ^Ae ""^ i-o^d t'""" ''^■'^ Colonel 

' Lucky for j^ 




^^Tgi^fiSsyfcii 




<n 



x>^^' 



r0^^' 



,X,<^' 



at t5ma as 
But ^-^ 



is late too. 
Vve spoUe- 









^ev. she ^ou\d tvO ^ 0^^ ^^ete- .^^^ 



-d * .^\^ 



X.O 



•&1 



^thecUUd'stvat-^,tv^v^^_,,^v 






been present, and 



:^st because sl.e v,^ ^ s 



^aS 



1^- 



on her p^te. "No^ 
, Wardlaw. Perhaps 
tind that had attraC/ 
Middleton. 

At this iuncture 
ened, was seen tryii^ 
served. The claang^ 



^eaJ* 



a^^ 

ag^ 



Ai^ 






>t^^ 



d* 



jet^ 



^.vg ^^^ .00^ 






sW« 



s*" 






L^ 



\ve^ 



V,Siv 
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*' r^' .e, 



<^''^ <v6 ^'■' 



»<v° 



^r,.,^-^ 



e^o 



jO^*^ 



«v^ 



^^e, 



mother was not ther^ ^ 

"Come Iciexe, yov^ /f^ 
said Colonel Midcile''^ 
being late 'I" ^^ 

Cecily sprang to ^ ^"^ 

ception. ^ 

"O*^ Pa.pa. it v.=.s X^ 
forgot to get ready." 
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y to ooi:i"v^x-s^* 

1 Here, l>e:t^ween. n^.^ a.i:i<± ^NUr. Leigh, ^m-:mr^^ 

: vicinit3r of one^ of t:lie Heroes of ^>^ 
o miicK foir CZIecitilx- SHe quite jun^j^ ^^ 

ana exolsLirr^^a^ z " OK ! how very fui^,^^ 
:riiig wHo it ^v^s*'' 




ut I -*vas ^wo 



i^LdeirinH t>efore,- saM ^^ 



do you mea-T^'* 



a,sltea Colonel jy^,^ 



do you mea-x* » 

_„ seen tha^t gentlemaxi 
When liaive yoi^x ^e^eI^ 



^-^Tliat's what made 



^i^41e I 'W'^^ getting 
. watering hirr^ wKxle x ^ 

;on,'' said C^cHX- 

-^ Her fa-tHer, ^'I call tiV 
a my word," sa^xd 1^^-^ ^t 

ing quite ronxa^nti*^- g. 
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must 

you caU a c^mage 
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«M.y goodness f -0- 






y' 



44 aX 



"Ve^^ 



«one would think 7 ^s^«^^t.\a^^^'^''^'' 



^v 



€k% 



^»rl'» 



tre- 



aut 



mews 



I" 












S^^*^' ^r Itl' 



she broke off, astot*^ ^i** , v^o 

her speech was re^ w:>1^ ^^ ^° - -■ ^^_ ^ ^e— - 

proachful sound wY^^.^^ ^f ^ ^ ^'^^^'^'^oM.t °* % ,r^^^' 

Nina now roused \x^ /7 '^° ^o^^ °,^ io*^ '^.,^ \:^°'^' 

peering her mother ^^*' \0^ 



,oV* 



^°"%et1^°^ .o^ 



#a^^^^'Vs^°^'' 



feared Cecily migKt ^i^^^^^^^o^^l^^""^''! ^^''^ '! 
"Our bed-room yff^ ^ ^ ji.^^\'^ * t.^'>*'" 



papa," sKe said, «aTi<^ ^' ^^'^ £;< ^ 
ing what goes on th.e^ ^<^T^^' 
but a gentleman's; Ts/l^' >>^ 



5V* 



times see Kim tKere. 
carriage tUere tliis ^ 



^ 
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"w ■R^E-i^AJiD^Qi^^ /srr ^-^jTsio^ttH.oin, 



Jlow ^vlrat it is cmlled, It*s ^ 

one irx frorit: oC til^e otli^r, and 
h atKi - . - - yoii /' sH^ added, %%^ 
^ard.\a->iv, "getting €:»%.i.t of it this irxc^ 

idly- 

mt a. ol^a-r sensible ^ri^wer, I al^^^ 
of Ni^^," ^^i<i Colonel Middl^,,^^ 

a^a it's j^.3t tt.^ Box^t of carx^a^e ^^ 

, ,. 1 -- ^ *rt &ive Miss Cecily 

np " said IS/Ltt. l^eig'h. 

tne, saici exclaimed Ce*;;,^ 

jl^ouldn't I 1^1^*= »*- ^ ^ beamed -^*^ 

-^ "Ker face Deamea ^vit 




whatl" sa-ia a very 



decided voice, as tl-^ 



' ' t ^ed over with an e.xpressi, 

^s face cloude ^^^ ^^^ went on eati, 

ber eyes ^^'^^''^^ ' ^tor. looked uneasy, ^^ 
,r. C^l""'^^;;^' ^iadleton had entered ,, 
turbedi for Mrs,. IVH 




,Googl( 



^oo^. SW greeted ^^*/"^^*^ ^^th warmth, espe- 
^^^\y l.otd Watdla-T*^^ ^ *°°^ ^^^ '^^t at the head 
oi t\\e ta\>\e. 

"1 feel as if i J^^^^ disturbed a conversation," 
s\ie said blandly; »% ^^^^ ^"^""^ ^ ^abel of voices 
as I came along." 

"We Yrere talkir*^ ^^''''* l^^um-scarums," said 
Lord Wardlaw. 



"I have a great ^i^'*' '"^ *^* kind of foolish 

ri-ge » said Mrs. J^*'^^^^*^"- "I always think a 
mpr rr.^_ . . _^i:her verv iHi^ 



carriage 



yo»ng man must be ^i*^'' ""^"y '^^^ or very foolish 
^^° ^^ts up anythir.^ ^' J*^^ ^^^- I shall never 
allow my sons to do ^^'^^ ^ *^^°g-" 

Th^re was rather ^"^ ^""^^^'^ ^Uence after this 
ZT "^^- ^^^^^ ^-^'r "^ --.fortable/h 

-11:;^^""- -^ "^r s:r ^'^^ ^^°^' -^ ^^ 

"^^^ Mrs. Middleto» » scorn. 

<-r>e first to sp^^^* 
very'l""^ -f'^aid, Mrs. Middleton, y^^ 

beel T""^ "Pi^i°- °^ ""' ^^^« I tell ' 

nr"'"'"^ in one this morning,. '°" ^ ^^^« 

•^^ nothing could make M-, ,,. 

' ^«- Hxddleton think 
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VOt* ATE t,VSTAC.-H.UOM. 

A A?V3jr<ila.w. M:e was in the hi 
atxswe:r«<i gr^oioxasly, "It would t« 
^ xr.a.l.e x«« ^ll:er r«y opinion of : 
ad I -rx. ci-it- -"r« idle«es. and 




-*!, a frieiia to prevent 
3ly drove wxtn Colonel Middle. t, 

lis neclc, svifae. ^ ,_„i^ed crimson. 

Mr. Leigti* jxstd t,een struggling j^^ 

.re Cecily. ^^'^ ^^^^^^ , broke into s„«:,j^ 

it for some i« ^^a^tion w^^ l^^^^SKt 

ling that ttie 

• termination- l^ardly believe her ^^ 

Middletoix oovLld _ ^^^^rds her to «^ 

turr^ixxg i"*ii^"^?l^ Lord Wa.dla^. j,^, 

of tlie room, 

.ust i^teroede/' ^- .^It which P-ced^c^ 

«o close ^ip•^" ., e child. WiH ^^ 

immg so CIO ^^^ the ^ 

>n a little too ^^"^^^ ^„d, meanwh.le, c^^ 

i<,iTi it **=* yt>"' Hme^-as the :f 

le to explain ^^^ ^j^^a time :t 

he transgression 



iri^r^ 
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favour I have asked on entering the 
added in a lower tone; and Is/Lrs. Middle. 

gave in. 

It would be hard to say whether Mr. 
Cecily wsls the most reh'eved by this arran 
The former had feared Lord Wardlaw was g^ 
dedare him the owner of a harum-scarum, ant 
Cedly had been in agonies. Nina, too^ had 
on thorns; but her opinion of Lord Wardlaw 
higher and higher, and as she left the dfning-ro 
she told herself that, far from being to be pi tie 
Mervyn "was to be envied on the acquisition of s 
charming a step-father. 

There was a feeling of freedom all over the 

house that afternoon, for Mrs. Middleton and her 

husband went to a breakfast soon after four o'clock, 

and were not expected home till late at night. Extra 

strictness is apt to produce eye-service, and Mrs. 

Middleton's household was no exception to the rule. 

Everyone, from the governess dovm to the footman, 

children included, felt as if a weight were lifted off 

their minds, and began to turn over in their Xhonghts 
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rail ttiemselves of tlie opport^,^ 
dloirxg somet:lxing: different to u^x^ ^ 

^Vlxerx 1:l^e cat's aw^^y 

, leaving tl^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ play, depixti 
lead nvirse -wen ^^ Cecily and l^ 

5 to the '^"^®®'^"*^!^a.de an inroad ir^^^ 
;tly tea was *'^^'^^^ themselves by Ioqj^ 
room, a.xi<a ^"^^^^^^^,^ wtiich were, ^^^ 
tiotosrapl^-^«*=*^^' :^ink went up to ^1^^ 
d to them; ^^ irito 11^^ bed-room ^^ 

id carriea Totty i ^Zecily also made 
eveT^ing witlx l^^r. ^^^ j^^it^tions in tl^ 
ammation of ^*\„^y. piece, and tried t 
ass over tlxe c=Trxx«x ^^ ^^^^^^^ and motl^. 
l,ow many ti«*«^ jVlea«whUe Edm.,^ 

ne out tlxat ^^^^^'^ ^^«r into the adj^i: 
the balcony, ^^^"^"l,^ ^^igU^.aur's.'iucl^^ 
and peeped ir* ^* ^^,^i«^^ down the str^ 
sound of niggers 
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^oc^^-^^ 



.^ 




% 



distracted therrx fcoth, ^» 

She was sitting oxa tlae ^^ ^^.^ 

^^.exitx bar arms, talking: ^o ^^^r*. N^s^ 

:^e. news, sue. ,.sweredsI.a^PJX^^^^ 

,3.e about x^iggers. For ^^^^^^''^^^^ ^^ >^ 
,ion, and their noisy entrance ha-Cl ^=^,^^N^ -^Vxv 
^^s child in l.er la.p. ^^ '^^^^MmV*. 

The animation, however, whicti '■^^^'^yvmS^ 

a,le little face at the news, made - ^"--^-^ ^^ *^?>'>^'V 

pending her head over him, sh^ ^==^^^^^^**^ ~ ^ ^ ^ '■'i » 

"Would Totty like to see theT*c^^_'^»^ *"^'=OK5^ -^ y^ W H^f ' 
"What are they like'i" asked ' ^ " ^.^ ""^^^^^^ *^^^^S^ ^fl 



"They are hlack men, darVvrr^j^ ^^ 
and dance." > 

Totty shuddered. 
Evidently he had not been ^=*> 
tute of the entertainment. ^^ 



^V 



"Must 1 
"Oh 



^ 



. — ^. ^ really go1» he saiA ^ -"^^ 

"Oh yes, Totty," said "E,a->st:. ^ 

they're joWy men, you. Vnov/." X^X 



'^V 



S 



^ 



X.^- 
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meeting t^lxe appealix^g glance of 

. did rxot l.-3.r. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

ax.d Ceoily — off -g 

er were left ^^ ^.^,^ ^^ darli^^ 

trappier witl^oxi^ ^^^ ^i^t^xres." 
, ox. loolcixxg 3.. ^^ ^^^ _^^ ^^ 

as it got later, ^^^l^er and sang sc^f^-^ 

- Kead oxx ^^.^,^1.,. 

the gatlxeriixg ^^^^ joining m sort^ 

after song Y.^/^^"^^^, listening quietly, ^^ 

.self, l.ut for ^^^^J'^^.. oontau^ed .« ^ 

. the events of ^^ interest. 

Id baUads wxtlx ^ ^ j^^pt to the last, 

cr6wning /-— '•^^ X^t Ixe -ight fdW 
.wlyanddistirxoUy, 
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>yi^ 



TO 



GETH^^- 



rj^Vvotnas 



vr^ 






\)ol<3. 



At^'^ 



tvi^^^ 



V^^' 



,tvg 



's brown 



deef. 



'f 1^^ ^\eat^o^ 



M' 









tver 



dear. 



On and on, throu^^ , c^ 
of which the balla(^ ^^ 









et^^ 



tov^ai 



.tds 



^^le^? / ^ at tl^^ 
Totty was hal^ ti^^t^^''"' 



tbri 



lliiig 



coH' 



kindled into 
summation. 



suddet> 



o^ 



« 



^ 



^^^^ 






\vea< 



.d. 



yr^v "' ;^,^, vja\^ • • 



t?<".^w^^ 



And 

Nina! 
''^ quest 

his ev*-- S' 



"Oh, 
Thi 






AM' 



^y}en< 



lOii 









""^^tee^^-^^' 



^^^r 



f/2^ 



ALitvg 



\t\ 



L^' 



T^* 



iret' 



^ 



.^'^ .V^s 



otAy 






\)A^^ 






\\v\s 



so 



cotv- 
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1 ^^X^AJ-E-l-O-N A.T: X.^-tlC«E.O^l. "«_ 

Falselxocxi ii^ Tottj^s mind, and na;^ 
,f 1.0W f a^r ISTiixa l^erself might be :. » 
xrxtrvtl:!^, tl^^t sl^e l^-cl sirxoe substit,^^, 

le, <ia.xling, tl^at's 3.11." 

litig, ifs 3. kx«<a <^ 3 ^ouldreE>^, 

of a soxt of - r"":;, 

sly;«isnt it , -i- ^ ^^^ verse altoget:!^^ 

tried 1--^^!^^ " 3 ^«d a-sked for it. j, 

s disco^rered ttx ^.^ and he wov^ 

fear, it fa-soxr^a-t: ^ ^^^ ^^ ^.^^ ^^ 

gaixx," he sa.xa ^^^rteenth verse, ^^ 

xed the end of ^^^^ ^gam. 

arm.xri«g, b^S^"^ ^ ^^^^rx, ^^^ ^^^^^ st^ 

, fetehed to b^^ - ^^^ drawing-roo^ 
joirxed tlxe otlx^^s 
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TH 



rO^^^ 



togethek. 



f 



* 



-tjero's Home. 



^.lert. Herel halloa, 

,l,e sound of tb^ 
d caught up the so ^ 

*^^ . -„j ;t from one to tnc 



"Here! Beth- 
low ' " — 



freshyoungvoice ^*^^ ..id' Here!" rang out 
"^o' therer;tS ^f,J. the hiUs reverberated, 

'^7r"^^^^-> ^^^,^ere..» ^ ,,^ ,^.ough 

'"ot there! oirt r, <?* -v^ne la^S^ peaieo 

o,- . ^ SuoK ^. :ll^ ^^ . .^«;^ Atid again. 



the 



^ ^^' that th^^^ ^%i^'^ Id it again and aga.n^ 
'""'y took it ^ ^1^^ ^^<Ln V.is hooks on a bxt 

of rock ^^<lsa-^ A ^^^ spot from v^hence he 

•^^the J,r^ bo^S^^V^-^ 'lof the surrounding 
-'^ cot' *^^ ^. <""> r shading his eyes wit. 
h.-o r^ ^' and ., ^ 



'^ con. '^ ll^ < ^^^"^ A shadit^g his eyc» ..- 
«r^!"^^an^ ^ ^^* ^^od' ^^^ ,,oUmg eagerly 



round - ^»^ ., * 



Jn 



^■otn 



The ^^^^^'•^^h 



th, 



o„:rof -^.-^ 



el 



sh 






'"^^'ved down adinvriBgly 



:r^ 
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^tCE. -SS.-EiSe.O'S ti-O-MLE.- 



\gvire a.n<i tl^e t»irigl^t: young fac^- 
t tilings t:o t»e seeix ixi that seclvaci, 



t^e dog :Betl.-Gel«rt. who, confxa 
^^^T-ins: along in the 
. - >,is vovixxg ixxaster, and ^ 



..vex. xap *^- ^^^3 Glorx-Mervya, 

A full speea. towa- 






l1 home. the trees to the left 

Ideti away arrxor^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ frox>^ 
. ehimrxeys ^^^^^^^ „ow stood. s«^ ^ 
nence where -«' ^ affair's ' with aaotHe:^ 

^ce the positioix o^ ^^^n the hiU ag^i^ 
, the hoy tootarxde ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ toward ^ 
,is hooks, a«*i ""^^e the ^og- By sor^^ 
hopixxg to --"^^^^i^«, probably kx^ow^ 
through a Pl-^*".* ^1,^ stables xn a f^,^ 
mself , he reaohe^ ^^ ^^^ stable clool^ 
,^ere, oxx ^^^^^^^^^t, -"^^ *^^ incre.s^^ 
.pressed astorxxshx« 

raxi through some p^.^ 
ing aback d^^'^' ^^^rge old-fashioned h^x^ 
id emerged in**^ ^ 
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TilP-* 



^^T^ 



rJ-OG' 



«i:»»- 



.^^^^' 



in 



ted witb *f ^igWts 
of old ^ 



decorai 
with figur^^ 
ing open 
drawing-room, aO 



arte*'' ;:e<J ^ ^^ ^n^^ 



a,-o' 



idv 



^$i etvA 

hat on the neat:^ ^^^ 

window at the C7 

claimed: ^^tT^'^^v^aV 



of ^^^ 



^i> 



o^^ 



!:<:> 



oi^' 



0,ti^ 






ititxg 



for ^^ ^;_rtiXVg ^^ 



"Oh mother, 
hope I haven't ke^^ 
The lady whc7^ 



v/^^^ 



H^^' 



d. 



xxtxe 






xde^ 



vtvg 



bow window, witl^ ^0^ *:. Vvet ^^^ v/^^^^ ^^ 
pa^ently lost i. ,t>^ ^<; ^lll^r e^tV^^^^ 



s^«= 



wards the windov*'' ^^^ 
over the beautiful ^i^ ^o 
away beyond the ^^ A ^ ^f 






A W 

was quite y„„,^. «^^^ .^ V '"V *",* » «- f 



o 






than she really ^^^/^ 

mother of the ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^1f ^^, 

''^^' So deep ^ -^ -^^ 



\,o 



sh^ 






■lit'' 



even 



liear Mer 



^a.^ ^ 



^^o- .^Ttve- 



rill K- -'^'^yxi'^ . ^* 



r1^ 



start, an^j 



'reverie, ^^ 



exclairxie.c^ 



6^' 
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, darting^ Ixow you startled me ! - 
vixifeignedly astonished- 
r\ wlxy or ooxx-se it is xxxe! Who * 

_ .^<ij:iv "I don't Icr^.^ 

ho else it covrl^ t.e^ 

,g yovi so soorx." ,,^y^y lamsodres 

' ecKoed IVlervy-n^ _„1H. be vronderi 

t_«- -xroXX -WTO'-**'-' 

t I tliougl^*^ y ^^^v,^ mother! do y 
=oTiie of xr»e. 

If-past five**" inother; but she 

ssil>let" said ^^^^ j^^^ eyes seemed t, 
Yier absently, ^^ wander again t, 

.sistible inolix.-t:iox. 

tnountains. coritiniied. as with a_, 

lime, dear," ^^^ ^„d rose from u^ 

,hoolc off her ^^^ l^te? Ai^d' «>y <=t>il<c2 

ou axe!" six- ooxxol 

.flushed oheek- ^^^.^^ the letter, ^^.hi^ 

e moved from 1*^^ ^^^j ^^ the ground, axT_ 
lying orx her l^P' it to her, he cox,^ 

•1-4- ti-n aH*-* ^ 9 

1 picked It up 

'ogethe^' ^- , 



stnv 
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not help seeing that she flushed slig:htr 
hastily took it from his hand. He was 
a moment, but he soon forgot the passing 
the excitement of relating his adventures 
Gelert, to which his mother listened wit 
usual interest and animation. 

Magdalen Lyndsay, as the reader is 
aware, vras a widow, and Mervyn was her onl_ 
She had married early a man many years her 
and he had died eighteen months altera lea via 
sole guardian of her son and of his property, 
will glance at her individual history from the i 
of her husband's death. 

It seemed to her her duty to \\ve \\eT^c\i3 and 
bring up her boy, among \v\s own people^ and in hi 
forefather's home; and so, in spite of the objections 
raised by her relations, and especially by her brother, 
she settled always to spend eight months of the year 
at 01en-:MLervyn. Colonel Middleton represented to 
her the loneliness of such an arrangement; "buried 
alive'' as he called it^ in a solitary part of Wales, 
with a. ehild who was too young to be a companion. 
But she resisted all his attempts to induce her to 



Digitized by 



Google 



in X^orxdon, a-n<i l^o content Ke::«-;a 
ts to Olexx-Mer^ry". sue was not <z* 
.er, 3lx« ^rgvtc^d. l^-^ .ole manager 
U Ke «l.ox.l<l oor«o of -go to under* ^ 
n ne srx «laoed trust in he- :.- 

er Uvt3fc33:i.cl h-d P^ ^^^^ ^ 

L slie W3.S «acte^^^ prOT«ised she ^c*, 
s confides *=*=- ^^r n^onths in the y^ 

.. to Lonaon for ,^ ^isit her at Ciz^ 

,UUer --^-"°""i„^U«od; and for m« ^, 
mever tUey t^^^ coiil*! not be contet^t 

, slie sa-ia, if ^1^ plenty of occupation, 

youth, aixd Uea. ^ very poor create 

.onglxt sue «..x.t 1. 

^^d «porx her as a ^j^ - 
3XOther, wUo loo^- ^^^^ ^^r^e of thi. ^^^ 
-ouKi not at -11 ^-^ ^^ ,^id, "youxau.t ^ 
Really, IVlasdf;^^' ,^e -state cann-t g^, 

ell without yo- ^^^ ^^d surdy a x^ 

d property --r";^' ^..»y y--^^ ?™ ^^' ^ 
.,..oUaslivea^;^^^^^,,Wo.^^ 
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"AH very true," his sister answered 
great faith in the master's eye.« *^' "but I jj^^^ 

"Master's eye, yes," he repeatejj 
"but the eye of a girl of your age • '^^"^^'"P'uously j 
same thing. ^^^ what on earth ca^ "°' exactly th^ 
lived all yoi»r life in a London str^ ^°"' ^^° ^ave^ 
managing a property." ""^et. know abovxt; 

"You forget, Rowley, that I ^^^ 
eighteen months, and lived all that t"^ ^^" Carried 
propertyof which you are speaking T^"" '^^ ^^'■>- 

"Eighteen months, your experien'r. 
truly!" ^'' '""^^ ^- — ^. 

"Greater than you think nprho « 

as her thoughts reviewed CTC "'' ''^^^^'^'^' 
close companionship ^^.^ ^ ^-ghteen n^or^tha of 

enough to he her father. hadT' "'"'/'^"^^^ °^^ 

' iiaa always insisted on ti^x 

taking interest m his pufeu;.^ ^ r. ..- 

^ J • . 1 ^'^^smts; and by this mea^ns 

had instilled into her xtiind ^^ ^ \ ^ \^ 

**ina much that. she woialci 

never have dreamt of enq^i,- .^,,. for whioh 

knowledge, Uttle as it had interested ^^' '^^ "^^ ^""""^ 

she was grateful now, si„ce it a etva\Ae heir to. 

undertake her new duties. ^*^ul 

"As to the dulness," she ^ <<I atn used to 
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^^^*vyn, witli lier hoy, 
others, was to her, by 
^^d led there, suffuser 
enjoyment; stxid that t] 
the old Welsh home, re 
of trying to satisfy ar 
be satisfied, -would be 
this she could not, ar 
fore she brolce off her 
had said too much. 

"I don't understan 
Middleton; ^'Txor cai? 
voluntarily exih'ng h. 
grow morbid and un 
before your time." 
His sister laughs 
"You must try f 
often to stay with 
Lydia must look 
home, to come ar 
with as nciany chih 
And so the a: 
be renewed again 
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—her life was neither ernpj^ ^ 

responsible, powerful, and respe^tej ^""' ^^^f^^' 
she want] Only afifection; and eVe ' "^^^^ "™°'"^ "^^^ 
for as her t»oy grew on, he develo " ^^^^ ^^^ ^^'* ' 
affections, and such devotion to ^f ^*^ ^"'^'^ strong 
had no long:i»S *« soothe, and n^ ^^^^^^' that sh^ 
fied. He stiowed a care and a^th ^^'"^ "nsatis- 
beyond his years— a protecting kind ^^^^^ ^'^'^ ^^"^ 
was very touching in a boy of his a ^^ ^°^^ whictiL 

From his earliest childhood he h^!,' 
tomed to be told-"Take care of h .^^"^ acou3. 

are all she has." "Remember Me^' ""'' ^"'^ 

., " And J^ervyn, she Jhas no 

one but you. -^^a such admn„.v 
. ,• u-i^,-<;h hear* ' ^^™onuions had sunk 

into his chilaisn neart, and hrn,.„.i,. ^ . 

^rs went on ^''^ ^°^^ abundant 

fruit as years weiic on. j, 

, 1,-c r>ncv seemed completely to 

understand his position of «fi, i ^ , - 

, "' the only son of t».is 

mother, and she was a widow." He was full of 
little cares, ^ttle attentions; wonderfully thoughtful 
for her, a«d careful of her; ^^^^^,^ as a woxn^n; 
obedient to her slightest wish, jj j^ad t^ever gwerv 
her pain in his life, had ever ^ e^-^^*' ^^'^ witlv 
reverence, and his childish f *' -kc ^^*^ always 

been able to reach through hT^^^^ ^ ctior^^' Some- 



w. 



/-^v /-^v^-Y I r^ 



^a^daJen 



'•^^ THROWN f^^ 

^*^^re her boy's good vir^^ 

never thought of herself. ^^^^erned^ j^ 

Considering all this, it ing ' ^s^aien 

Mervyn should be rather su ^^^^ ^e (^^^ . 
covering he was late; at her "^""'^^^ at heT""^^ ^^''*' 
startled her; and at her excl^ '^^'on th"^ "°* '^*^- 
darhng?" As if- in wide Wa^"^^'*"^"' "Isl''^ ^^^ 
else! He thought over it ^ ^^ *' ^'^"icl be *''"'' 
drawing-room after they h T ^^ ^^* in th ^'^^^^'^^ 
mother had gone upg^^. ^ ^^^ their te P^^tt3^ 

habit; and his reflectio«3^''J" P'^t o„ J; t"^. ^^3 
What could she have k^ °°' ^^^ogether , "^*'^^- 

when he caixxe in? wj''' *'»king of soT ^^"^"^^ 
her hand, to which she ^^ *^* ^ she I^^'^ 
Why had she seemed ^o ^^ "°' ""^^^^ any allusiox.^ 
it feU from her hand? ^ "* *» recover it when 
something he was not to j. ^^ " *^ connected witH 
to find her doing nothin '^^^^ ^* ^*^ ^° ^^usual 
about something, geld ^^"^"^ ^''as always occupied 
stracted. Thinking q^ . ^^ he seen her so al>- 

crossed his mind that sh '^' ** ^^^ *^^ ^^^^ «^t»^ 
ful ever since they rgj ^ ^*^ t»eejj to.'dxtr v\iou.gT:xt^ 
London, three w.»^ks "^"^^ **^ Ol^*^'^^'^'* ^*^"^ 
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over them-? What misfortune ^^^^^ 

as they were well and together? ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ Joi»g 

old bug-bear school! Com^ j^.^ offi^^^^ ' ' " * '^^***' 

urging his t>eing sent there at *^^°"s uncle b- « 

waiting, as had always been h^"-*^^' *"^*^^«i cf- f 

'-'CcicJed f.-ii ^ 

Christmas? ' "" nex:* 

Mervyn ^^sras accustomed to his 
forward on every occasion to further T-""'^'^ ^^omin^r 
to school, and always greatly rese . '! ^^'"^ ^^"^^ 
other misfortune could be impending V ''' ^'^^^ 

He brooded over it, making "'JlHr"^'^' 
miserable, till a sound reached his ' TT 

A \^im at once t ^^'■^' which 

reassured nil" * "^e. It was hi^ , . 
r u -«riow over K ^ mother's voice 

from her wxnciow "ver-head sino^;^ ,. ^ 

- « was .sr. ringing as she dressed; 

and the voice was so g,^,^ ^^ ^^^^ M^rv^^ 

forgot his fears duectly, .^^ ,^,^ ^^.^ ^^.^.^^ ^.^^ 
with the clear high notes of her song, till he forgot 
everything xn the pleasure of listening ^o it- His 
mother would not sing 1,^^ ^j^^^ .^ ^^^^^ ^^^e im- 
pending. His mother would not s' g ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
were going to be taken from her 

And with a sigh of relief '^L M^y ^"^"^ ^^ ^^ 
^.^i^nJr and t" k; ,, , ^^ _^ frightened. 



arm-chair, and t" himself he h ^ t?^ 



•en 




H2 THKOWN Togb:,«^^ 

cupant, since early morning^ ^^^ 
was work on one table, books on an "^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
was open, and the leaves of a p^eT^^^"^' the piamo 
tered in the soft wind that ble^ -^^^^ °^ ™"sJc fli:»t- 
as if some one had lately risen fro"* ^' *^^ windo-w, 
flowers in different parts of the ro"^ "' ^^^""^ wer^e 
a sort of natural luxuriance pecul^""' ^"^^^^ ^^ 
which few others can ever atta'^ '° ^ ^^'*^' '^^ 
thought Mervyn, the stiff .little row ' r^° "'^lil^^, 
the vicar's "parlour," one row red ^"'^^''^ *^^ 

yellow, .without a leaf or a „,orsel' oT '''""' "'^^ 

lieve the m^- ^f coW. As unlfhr" ".Z ^^ 
4- as the X.- ^«nKe his motlier's 

arrangement as he v.car's prim n^aiden sister was 
unlike his mother herself. 

The big bow-window opened on to the g^d^n, 
and there agam his mother's taste was displa.ye<3. In 
the pretty laymg out of the beds, and harmony of 
colour. There was a pair of gardening gloves, and 
a watering-pot lying by one of the bedsj every ^ 
where showed signs of life and -ployavetA, xV».o^^^ 
he knew for certain that no ^^^ \vetse\f 1:^^^ 

been there all day. *^*^ 

A light step sounded on .. ^^^ ^°°' oxitsi^ie. 
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CHAPTER vj. 



Why JVtervyn and his Mother were i 

•at) 



son 



It was sl lovely summer evenin 
..n rode off from^the house. 1,^^ "^^^er an^ 
through the wildest and most h^autirT ""^^ ^^^ 
property; tUe sun was not yet bel •'''" "^ '*"^ 
Conversatior. never flagg,^ ^"'n.n^ to .^^ 

and answers followed j, ^,^,,7";"^:- '^ues.io^^ 
hills echoed their mer^ J ----. jHe 

Mervyn's shouts to Beth-Gelert " '""^ ^^^ ^l 

fim^ K ^ ^'^^ ^^^ ^^^ sunk 

to rest some time before they turned their- f.oes 

homeward. ^ Y rode slowly back to Cilexx- 
Mervyn, in ^^^ ^^^ twilight; every now and then 
disturbed in ^^^ *^°nversation to bid good-night to 
the passers-by m their picturesque V/e^sh attire , re- 
turning from their day's work • e"vetv to xei^. vi^ 
their horses altogether, while j^ ^^ -pyndsav sto-pi->e^ 
to enquire into the welfare ^^' t^ose wvore -pa->r- 
ticularly known to ' ->r. '^^ ^ 
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Tfi^oy/n xo( 



she to tell hira *at which she ha 
now nearly a fortnight since the ^^ *° '^^'* ^* ^^ 
sented itself to her mind, and she"^*''°" ^'^^ ^'^' 
answer yet. ^ ^^^ ^°"n<l i»o 

The letter received that aftem 
her that she must lose no time- °°° ^^ sHoysrX>. 
sible, he most be told this very' .^t^' *^* '^ ^^^' 



says a voice in the mother's heart 



no- 



night; let him have one day ~^''^' "°°' °°' **^- 



He is so 
laugh 



Sa-y- 



— o - ^ more! 

so light-heaxted this evening; his .,„,^ • 

ing, his deax eyes so bright. Nol not^ ^- T .""^^ 
to-nightl It xnay rain to-.orrow ZlT^ T' 

less gay; atxd when the wi, '^ """^ ''^ 

mountains, ^^, *«_ -ain drips against the v^indow. 



making hii» ^"^ ^nd hsti 
him to hear what she ha 
so sweet and f^-u-; the 
ture seeixis so gay. 



wind sighs rounci the 
ainst th 
ess, it will be ea-sier for 



•s to say. But to-night it: is 
air is so balroy_> and all na-- 
The birds ^^^ insects are 
singing and rejoicing; ^j ,^j^ ^^^^ in the glad^ 
ness to-night. He must not b "h© '^^'^ ^^^ *^^*^% 
under the summer sky! Lgj , . v^a-ve otve moj,^ 
evening in the garden with h" ^^ xS^^^ iS^^^^ owr^^ 
... What a dea ^rfght fa^^ ^^ i^« ''''" '""''^ 
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ttvrough it all once more, jr^j.^^^ ^^^ 



quiet life with 
even. 



to 
scene 



her father, in their London ho^ie 
ful; she the only young thing there ~'^"' "°^^^'»*- 
panions but the two old men. Then T^^ ""^ *'°*^' 
she first knew Chaxlie Digby. ,^ '^^ ^^ys wH^n 

society had brought into her life evt \*'^^'"'" ^.^^ 
grew up ixx 1^^"^ ^eart, when a ^i^JJ" ^^^'^'^^ ^--^^ 
showed hi«x to be aU that was n.alr^'""'"*^"""^* 
Then had followed the intuitive coTv^^f- "^ "^^ ' 
loved her, -«d the contented -waitinron? J^^ 

day till He should ^peak, ,hile she n T^ ^^ 
of the happy f,,„^^ yh« P-nted ./,. 

T^hen i^u ^° certain lay 

before her. Jb n the rude shock of his sxxdden 
departure wxthout word or sign, without farewell; 
the sudden conviction that she had decei^red her- 
self, and been deceived; the bitter pain of the loss 
of his love, mingled ^^j^ ^^^ pounded pride at 
being forsaken. Then the cold bla-^^ °^ ^^*^ >w-ith- 
out a future; the lack of interest ii» everytbingj t^^ 
loss of faith not only in him^ ^ jt* '^'^ ^^^^ . ^^^ 
the virtue and the manliness 'of fyi^"^ V^e \vad t»e^^ 
to her the embodiment; th^ "^ ^U^^ ^° ""^^ '^^^^ 
monotonous life with t ^, ""^Ijen. ^^^^ *^^^ 

Old f^ 



/-^V /'^V^^Y I i^ 
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LATE FOR TJl"'-'"' 

& , accustomed moor- 

ed Magdalen, torn from all her ac ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ 

***gs, felt herself drifting out into 

^^^"^^^^ . ^e, boy's lips on 

^ From such shipwreck as this ^^^^^ ^^.^^ ^.^ 

^forehead saved her; and t e^ dimmed 

«ses brought to her eyes, ^^^^^^ blindness, 

J'°""^^d vision, dispelled ^-^^J one spar to 

/''■' "night cUng— her en ^^ ^^.^^^ ^^^ ^^_ 

^ilZ ^ '=«'^"«o» ^' '"^^od" -^^^ ^"' "'" ^"- 
fi^ed ^'^ his at least ^to „ged; and what- 

^° %7, duties she bad "^^^^^itl^f-^' -•^ ^^^ 1^^^- 
>ed ; ^-^st she had l>-^^'aB-^V^ ^^"7" .> 

% ^ W ^^t ^"^ H over a space of 

^ V, ^«d ,0 which ^ l.f'" hj,e Off . 

< their P* 
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„ ^ of how her n. 
'^'^"ght of i„ ""' ^°"*d ^^^''' *''"'• As she 
^eif ail tfiese ""^'^^^J/ ^e had had her to him^ 
*'*'^J* b ■''^^'^j and how accustomed he h rt 

"3 to JoqU ,,„„_ , , .„ „„„i.„. 



*1 



^ess 



ssioo th "^^°" ^^^ ^^ ^^^ exclusive po 

^^ the ^^ '^creased, and she resolved to 



''cement for the present. She 



Put 
ha<j 



tAe ^J'" *° niuch of agitation already, she hart 



tie ^ ' ^^^'ii 
Up 



Q}o/;ro ^^^ ^° encounter more. So she igf^ 
. ^° faJte care of itself, and gave herself 



^^^. ^fl^ ^^"^cf^i' to the pleasure of her boy's so- 
°'^th. the cf^^rm of his light-heartedness an^ 



*,t ''S ''°i'^d I mate him sad before die tin,e,., 
\ \ i^.^^^elf; and she I^X l'^'^'^ '" her ch^i^ 
''^'tT^^v"^' ^"'i 7/stenin^ t« ^^"'' ''^"'^^^ *« seJ 






listen ixig: 
We was al^^^y^ 



full of lif^ and 



\.\' ^^ had seem^^i ev^« 



more 



joyful 






th 



f _^, cy£ ^ morbid ,^ 



an 



VK'K, - y.^ritGd from his uj^ ^^ 



very little th 






Into 



\^ %K, chsLttinS 



^nd laughing, ^^ 



\ 



^Hht had. 



„ened at the V; "^unt- 
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^^^bg itself heard "Not to-nigbt! not to-night! 

^^^ '^'01 have one day more!" 

^ Th. worst of it was, she had not only to an- 

^°"°<=« the unwelcome news, but to prepare h™ 

*^J^ an ^\^ . *i/ttb herself. On 

„ "^ ^most immediate parting *^"' 

""^ '-^'ermediate se..ration, that impendmg part: 

»«ft s|,e.„ u '^P^'^^^'" ' If for a moment with- 

-- a ;; "':^»<'* ^-" ^^'^^f Ind a strange thrill 

.t ,,/f ^-""g at her throat, -n .^ ^^ 

6.V ^'^' Hovv, then, ^ould 



''"'as, -^e of her absence at his 

'«; h ^P^"'^ '^^ * letoTJ and his family 

"'^dno,'^^ as Colonel Mid^ ^^^^^y till after her 



*Cll, 



^..? %, 



^'^''Jd 



^e/- -^^rvyn must 



the 
t>e 



co^ 



'sgf. ^e settled in "'" ^nder th« vicar's 



tei* 



Oot 



yet 



Co 



'is 



ert» 



er« 



days, if the vie^r 
t. But she had 



'K^""^ 



^t least a week ^r 

^^it to the arr^"^^*' ^tject, for she ^j^^ 



%. ^. '^l^ed him o« 



tn^ 



"eu 



'''tH ^>n to be the * 



4J, 'S 
\u \, ^o much the 



to 



liear of what eon 



\.yi 



*«ade it 



very 






^* ^'^^s^^ "^^ ^^^yt. 



\Np:o;the---,^aoaed-.h. 



Ih 



'e 



^?^loe 



lay. 



The ^' 
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To 



»6i 



'■0 bis di 
^^ioff , ^"^^ ^* ^ound it was guiltless of ^ 
6> and iinfj. - • . * 

lit^ of , *'^ ^^ resigned himself to the 



»^Jid, 



««at/„, 



fflafcing 



one. This was always, a great 



^ ^^'ght ^^ ^^ ^^** ^°** *^'^** ^^^^" "^^ '"ak 



^^^^ ar„ ''^' ^"* *° J^o purpose. No one couM 

L '■Used fi' t '^tu 

im of not taking pains about it, fQ^. 



du. 



'etbe 



^^i'ch jj ^°flJb into his head with an energy fQ^. 
^^S- Jike ^"^^'^'^ ^^ '''^ evening. At last some 



■'«§• a^ . "<^cessful result was obtained, and after 



to^^^ii "^ ** ^^^** ^"^"^ ^°"*^ minutes with gre^^ 
"^"^oj?-^ *e proceeded to put on his jacket, an^ 
'*.fcoots. Just at this moment the go^^^ 



S0| 



'•^d, 



'«cJ. 



^4 



tremendous hyj 



ste^ *^Q ^^eupon ensued — "*JHt 

\ 'S .^ his flurry augrmeiated by the co^, 
^O^^^fo ^i.ieh the ««expected sound Ha^ 
'%X ^^ looked U«d«r the bed, hegrop^^ 

v. C '^^^r the sor., ^^ -;^^ '^"7^'^ auue 
V Ik%.j _>l«r the wardrobe. , 

1). V^ . ^"^ himself u»^^'^ . ., ^^ ^> he 

> A ^a. . ^^«sxt»l« a"d all the 



:^ ,^*e mast P^^^**^' .^^overed ^C "^^^^ 
. . ^{ J^J, ^ 11 -ir dLisc^y^^^a they , 

n.V^\S and fi«*">^^^ sprang to ."^ >^ad 



\'^ 



C , > ;^eui the txm«- ^^^ ,j,, ,^^^ ^^ feet 

^ A,^eo„, and xxo^ ^^ter-jug, ^j^" ^^uU 
Vijk against **» n "-^V^ ^^ 
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n^; 



.^'^ring a row of boots and slippers, while another 

'^ "laking stealthy advances to the gown you have 

th^ ^°'^ off, which has accidentally slipped from 

dol ^"^' """^ ' f^'^d '5 seen creeping out under the 

iW '"''^ '^' °bvioas intention of taking a turn 

aco-!" '^^^^' Jf> to add to your anxiety, the 

ti.^t"^ °^^u. i, , ,,i,„d's house, and you know 

le^er^'^'-d, particular about h.s furn.tu.e. has 

1. -"^ =ajpetPrf u. and perhaps occupies 

>^^^^ ' i- ^"""'^ of v^hich the ceiling 

^'^'^^ b. '"^ underneath, .^ « 

;-... ;-^H.ewashed;HeS^^_^^^^^^^^^ 

eriertce) instant fligi^^ 



t6e 



not sure 



.^^oe ^e ''^'i^ of - --* ""Ction of the difficulty 
^hi y H '^ satisfactory sO ^^ ^^^^.^ ^^ ^ » 

j^ 4t JUay, or >vho ^^ that conclusiQ 

^ Ok ^*lu — , can* "' 

\^\^^ glance at tl^e ^ ^^^ps at a rime, ^^^ 
% X ^oivn the stairs, ^w ^_^^ ^ confuse^! ^^ 

K O^ *awin^-"""^;i.t* ^^'^ '^'Z'^ hi.. 
>. ^^ J circun^stance^ ^' ^ -l'^- -^d - 



^tt. ^' 



a-J-ti 



shoes and ^w- 



manner, tKa*. . 
^ have been 



% ^Huds, and P 
\^,^i*ed in. so ^^^ 



if 
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CHAPTER VII- 

Bre^m^ the l^cw*- 

u«..>^ ''^ i-d time to wonder at his ™.theKs 



^suaj 



a;i 



canie ii^to the room 



"^^ijji- .-^^ss to tegin his storv 

^.e. ,;^: ^"^ - his eagernes ^^^^^ r. 

"ito « ^^fl, Ae Inst siffht of i^" *^"^ 



JeA tjjjiner. The _ ,^ien Lyndsa^s cal^^ 



left . dinner. 
But '^Cp ^^aces »" " silent and thoughtfm 

%?' C" ^'^^ ""' ''"-r off, ^""^ ^"^ '^"'^^ i^to 

^He^ ^ove to shake it 



''\ 






Sm "^fr -^ ^^^ saying 



*Jished his s 



tory 



Sk^^'S^ i° another ^^^^^'^' ic^o^^ *t the cri^^ 
' V e ' -^""'^^ come 



\^;y 



'^ in, you I^*^^^ 



pother; the o^^ ^ 
ed ». Sing-| I"' 



^^». 
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*^ay fron, the cro.d; and then I'U -°^« '^^ '^^ 
*^ Xou between .,y tur.s. You'll like to see me get 

* ^°' of runs, won't you) Promise to come^ 

(., , ' ' " Slie broke ofT 

^ shaU certainly come if ■ • „. „ . 

r'^-'^ "in am here," she was go«g to say, 
^^t she 



•V/h 



stopped just in time. 



cone 



luded. 



:^'^n is the :.atchr' -^l^^,^^ .. Single, ax.<i 



fortni 



'■morrov flfeek is the 



.v.. . "^ both ^an take y 






""""S to 



^°^h, so you can 
,'''°"^ 'lad better cotne^ 



to 



the village club. 

loice. But I 

Ijotb. There is n.o- 



^e^r Prevent it, y"" '='"°^' 



he added with 



to prevent 



it! 



^o! 



tje 



j^othing; except 
Lord Wardlaw's 



,, fiie .^'^^cj, of miles *^^^' ^r ^o ^^arply; it eatne 
4N>^ght sn,ate up-- ,,^uld be playing ^j, 

^. A ^^lies 4^5 usua^t , "* ^^ oi i' ^ near, 

^th ^ ^^s as us^ ,^oil^ 4- she hastdy ^ . 

V. ^f water to J^*^ 



"I 



l^UfM', 



et 



^dl 



Us 



^^*%o 



'J'. 



finis 



Wtf 



iSrarden.'* "and '''* 

X win I ^' ^s 

*=»^t into tj, J'^n t^ ^^°^ei3, ^o 



th ^^ 
Such ^ 




suddei 



e. 

"ness 



Ale 



or "'"^^ 



k^nci 



^c 



nice ffiess/' 
"I dojjjj. 






^^^^^^ r^th """^ her 
'ath« rai,,. ^--t ,,^ '° ^alce '^^^-'^ 



T^his 



oor; 



-pered, 



* as 



'* J shan't 



sJi, 



bej 



kiss"? ""-'i 

and f He *- ^^ IV;, ^^Ore 

'""'g'^t. ,^ ^^'^ Si '^-<i he, '°^^ec| J ^ 

^ a wu. ^^^dp,. "® the ^ 



'^ mess. 



i^h 



'inj^t 



^earj 



ite 



sh 






ch 



is 



aif. 



A. "^'''^°- 



"^^ aft;. ^^^ -eg 
Putti„^ 
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fined to Glen-Mervyn and London. But hi 
did not damp tlie outpourings of his fee 
pointing this out. 

«It is quite right, darling, that you shou 
your home, and I am glad you do. We have 
in it so many years now, you and I-'' 

"So many years,'' repeated Mlervyn, '*ever 
I was bom, mother, haven't we — you and 11'^ 

And he repeated the words "you and I" wit 
sense of fond proud appropriation, while he tighter 
his grasp on his mother's hand. 

"And I should like to go on living here for eve 
mother," he burst out again after a few minutes 
silence; "just you and I, only you and I." 

And he repeated "you and I" in the same tone 
as before. 

"You will talk differently in a few years, Mer- 
vyn," she answered, with a laugh which was half a 
sigli- 

"Never, mother," he returned with all the posi- 
tive confidence of youth, which, feeling itself so 
^axtn and faitKful, cannot grasp the idea of 
change. 
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v«^'th some exciters 

"'"^l ^"*' ^"* <^hecked herself each 

"^^^ and r £._, . 
change..- >- mstance, mother; », do aot 

""^"^ do you re.,, .. 
not changed, frc^rr. 'u *!"^' ''^"^"' ^^-t you are 

l-^;-r and blue .w ^ '°"^""^ ^^^S' ^"^ 
on th. ter..,,, ^^^^^-^ that used to patter about 

P'ty Beth-Gelert, irj^" "" ^eth-Gelert's back. I 
now," she adri J ^°" ^^ke to surh ,, 

Mervy^ f '^ ' ^^"Shing. '^'^^ ^o««™anship 

laugher? . « 

bored. ^"^<1 too, though he 

,<T f "^^5 rather 

therms sense r.r i_ ^^^^^*^^ce whaf t> 

i^gj *but thf* -J ^^Hj dear" ^\. 

^^ ^^ry ara^ ^^used nie . ^^^^ged since 

y grave rini», ?j ^ ^o- Bnf t 

"^ell ^ .r -^^^^ I promise- to 

""^i' Mother " 1. 
pomt, <*^|. - ' he said *=.. 
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^^f ^y^% shone ^. , ^ ^OGET«ER 



if, 




f^^yyIl noti,^^ . '"^ "^^^ ''^^ sad, half 

I , . "« dead 



«veB to himself h„^- ''• '"dV da„. __•"="- 



even to hi«,self h„» „ f. "^'•'' "^d ,J^ 

in Ween them. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ J*er to ^o„,e 
at this, and she had no idea of ft x, J""""^ *^mtecl 

■■■*■■■ A t VV^S ft. »i 

p-rt of the bo/s affection that his greatest T"'*^"" 
i^ ^t was that sense of monopoly, that fefr ^^^^« 
aPFOpriation. ft ^^3 the reflection that ^^^ "*- 
but h.n,3elf had the rig^t to her which n.a.lt "'^^ 
^^^PPyinherpo,,e^sion. """ *^im 
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Google 



. g^jiges being possible as you cio now- 
y came^lVLervyrL; yet tlxey camel Xiiati! 
aMed iireamlly, " tliere /'^ a la.rk(i where 
^ot comei but it is i\ot here, Merv: 

^"^ «Bttt, mother," -urged tlie boy, "why do yoi 
sol ^ovi ^T'ig^ten me; for you talV: as if a c 
'lr< coming. W\Yy do youV 

1 want W V-paxe you for .t. I n ^ ^^^^^ ^^.^ 

speaV ot it to-r.lght; but as our talk ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

turn, tVe v»ay seems paved for tue ^^^ ^^.^^^ ^ 

ttiat *hlcb la coming into our ^^^^^'^^ ^^^j^., 

bumUy tt^st ^\\\ bring happiness to ^ ^^^^ 

■ •. .-u^^-i" said Mervytv, i" 

Vo^w Tfolce. ^ have ^e*" 

"1^ lYie o\d days, dear, of ^^^"^ ^^^ j^^d been 
speaVmg, 1 temeraber two old men, ^^^ ^^^ ^^s 
friends from tbeit earliest boybood. ^.^^^g^, i«i* 
ncli and uTiraanled; tbe olber poor, a^ ^^ '^^'^ 
^ groTwn-uv daughter 2xA a mai^^^ ^^ ^^^ abv)»^^ 
lived m l^oTidon. Tbe rich ftiend, o^ ^^ ^^^ ^o|| 
ance, was always sbowe^i^S ^^^ ^ ' 
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side for change of air, and they almost immed 
left town. The young girl missed her comp. 
sorely, and felt a little hurt that he had not c 

ir'' u"' ^°°^-^y^' -hen, on questioning 
f^her, she fou.d Charlie Digby had obtained 
appomtment for which he had been waiting ; 
was now on k,-„ wdiung, . 

ow on his way to Madrid. However i 

girl found hersirf ' ^^ ^^^^- ^^ ^^^^ -<i ^' 
don, alone, Z^k """^^ "'*^^ ^^^^^"^ ^- 

ried brother ;rh"' ^^ ^^^^^^^ - ^^ o,. 
doubt, her friel^i ""^^ '"^">^- P^^-S. "' 

asked her whethtr^^'^''^'^"' ""'' '"'"^'^^ '"^""^ 
years between t^ ''''''^^ ^^^'' ^^'^ disparity of 

consented, and foTe^r'' '''''''"'' "^^^ '''''■ ^^^ 
kind and induWeni- '^^^^^"^ ™°°*s he made her a 

t.1 "*sent husband tv^ l ,- 

while years rolled o ^^^"" 

his father and br^tti ^^ *^ successive ^^^>^^ ^,\ 
to the family ho ^^^^^ "^^^^ ^-vicceeded 

«;.-* -ee moreTJI^^^VTr^^ '"^ ^"^^^'• 
mtimacy ^^^ e tnend of his youth; the old 

other's society ^ "'''"f ^ *^^ ^^^ delight in each 

^--vxved, and he asked her to become 
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to 



Jt 



Sltti" 



'^« fa 



t^^e ^ too ^°t 



spt 



she V ^^'^ce o- -.^ ^ 
ac... ^'^ ^o. ^^^^e, -Pec,,, 



ott. 



'^•^sto 



'^eci 



ror 



^«he 



'O^r 






Google 



,n.a^ and petty; and -^ ^^^'s c^' 
,^e grand broad lines of ^^^^^^, .o 
because simple, broad 

selfish. to tl^' ^- 

tod now *= "^r ' to dW'*^ 

He ,» above a« *«= '* y. »" 




sO '^^yz^/iteci 



0/>7f Aery /^^^^ 



I 



generous nature she haa ^^^ ^^t *?<- ^t^izld ^te.^^ 
coming to bis help ^^^^^^^.^ete ^^^^ r^^^>>:^^% ^e\^^\^ 
t^e test, ^ay, more", t ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ herself, but ttiat m 
in his fond, proud ^^^^^^^^^ ^^re deej^s wKVcfb. even ^ 
in his loving devot\o^ ^ns\>ected^ SLTid as sVie 

she had n,ot fathott^^ 3k^dmiT:a,t\ot^ <iee^eiie<i- 

thought of it, lier \o^^ - \v ^^ vfould s^estk, T^Lts J 

But sKe \>egan to <.n\ta\ ^^ ^^^^'^^ ^ a^xia. at las^/- 

pent-up reserve was t^ , ^^ \via fe«l™^^s Were. So 
she felt she mttst \^<z^ _ ,^ qu "tv^s \iav«r, she tried to 
laying her Uaxid care^^'^^^j^^ds Wsdi, saying i„ ^ 
turn his Hidden fac^ ^^^ ^\ Ivet \ove and a7/ her 
fond, low tone, m ^ ^tes^ '^^elt, 
admiratioTi seemed tC ^^^tVlus-" 

?nd t. "^^ """' "'S '^'"'' "'"^ "'"^ ^"^---^'^ 
Ana tUeii tWe bu<^ 
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r---;^^. ever; ,;^ -c.e ., ^ ^^ W., 



l^e was a.^^. °^ Wei, .,,^^^^ ^o ,, ^^.^ P 

him!" ^o .t/ I ^ 



he was avare. 

"Mervyjj,,, 
brightened mt 

^' -l>at l.e was accustomed "t^^n^^^ 
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thought of it deprived liim of voice wYiere 
express one. 

His mother saw liow it was. "Neve 
dear," she said with a sigli, "leave it for 
sent; we will talk of it some other time, 
to say, of your part in it. Now we will 
mine." 

This was her last resource; an appea'*. 
feelings for her sake; and it succeeded dire 
it made Mervyn feel as if he had been 
and he drew closer to her, and listened witl 
might.- 

"Let me go back to what I was ^^ayixig. 
your going to school. AVelll I d.o not s\i. 
happy knack of putting that out of my h 
has been constantly present to me for man^ 
past, and the thought of how dull and lone 
be without you has ncrade me feel very sa. 
it is only the beginning of the end, you ku. 
the begmmng of the end." 

"AY. Mervyn. 1 ^xrx braver tl^ar. 
faced tlxe future an,! told 



you, fo 
myself tHat a r 
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yourself. And you must try and see tYvat, t 
would not liave it otherwise, tYie pondering ^ 
things has made me feel that my life he 
will not be so filled up and satisfying a 
hitherto been. And so . . ." 

She broke off with a smile^ and her c^ 
dered away again to the silvery moon. 

*<And sol . . ." questioned lAervyn, "i 
mo&erV* 

"So Gk>d, in His great love aTid g 
Mervyn, has sent back to me the frienc 
youth, to bring a nev^ interest into tlie life 
going to be so lonely, and. to be to xne 
panion and protector -which you, my boy, * 
a distance be. And you, ^Mervyn, if youi 
me is as real axid. unselfish as X have a\ 
Uevedit to be, fax from regretting, shoul 
that you do not leave me desolate and un. 
should be grateful to tlxis friendl who will g 
cherish me in your absence, and l^eep x 
^ till you can return to me agaiT.. Wha 
regret xn it, Meryyn'i WKy should it make 
Whyl Mervyn was unable to ft^^ ^ 
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That night, kneeling before the thxoue . 
Magdalen I^yndsay poured fort\v Iver thani 
that at least one work of her life should n 
been in vain, and that the love and care ( 
should have received this palpable revrard. 

She had well nigb despaired several tli 
ring that long and stormy interview. Fear, 
duty, the habit of obedience and deferenct 
vriU, the faith in her' -wisdom and judgn 
none of these usually pow^erful agents had 
been anyway moved or s^wayed for a minut 
But love bad been stronger than fear , 
than habit, stronger th.an faith even. i 
touched the rigbt chord at last, and sWt 
once all jars in bis beart. 'Notbing else -wo 
won him — nothing! 

Her years of devotion bad rvot beexi 
after all. The foundation of ber power s 
tain, being rooted in love. Sbe did not 
future no^ as sbe bad feaxed it once ox t 
ring their long conversation. Sbe felt tbat 
hex boy bad faced tKe struggle of tl.eir li 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The M,iddleton Family move. 

In the course of a w^eek after tYveir wt 
their father, the little Middletons had vt ■ 
announced to tliem tliat tlieir aui\t Magda 
going to be married to X-.ord Wardla^Ar in 
fortnight, and that tlieir cousin M^exvyn was 
to stay with tliem at Grantoxi during Viis 
absence abroad. 

"Nina is certainly a most nnsatisfactor^ 
said Mrs. Middleton to lier linsband, wKer 
turned to tlie drawing-TOom after x^aklng 
nouncement. "Slie sliowed no interest e 
no surprise. One wonld almost l.ave ttlom 
her manner tKat slxe knew all al.out it l.efo 
It xs certainly wonderful l.ow mncK \ 
practice of children to pnt «tw^ ^ 

of the scraps tHey KeL Jl ""^ *"" ^ 
^^ • n^ear, and so ^et -^^ 

Their parents are €cs^ i-T. ^ ^^ 

^^y tor tlie most part ^^ 

f^^^j SIS nn 
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holiday in the montlis of August, Septemt 
October. She went to Paris to study part 
time, and for tlie sake of that pros\:iective 
tage for her daughters M.rs. Middleton alio- 
longer leave of absence tlian is the usual 
She felt she returned more^ and more q 
after every holiday, to make her pupils 
French scholars. In the meantime they hac 
French lady to superintend the school-roo 
had been Mrs. Middleton's cyvm governess ^ 
a time. This lady, though in mortal terror 
Middleton, and a perfect slave to her rui 
not, in herself, a very rigid disciplinari; 
therefore Nina was glad that Mervyn^s visi 
be paid under her reign. 

The childretv were to leave X^ondoxi iti 
week; and their parents v.ere to remaixx be 
the wedding; but Mervyx. v,as not to co^e 
whole faxnily were settled at GrS 
thoughts were very busy aU t^at ^ 



n w 






the 
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by just holding up li 

sant to see the pranc 

nothing would stop 

have the power, by 

forcmg the grand c 

their haunclies, wlie 

^*How funny!" 
bit about that. -^ 
either" 

"How do you 
asked Nina, 

"I asked him 
he said he slio 
first thought of 
diUy, for all tlif 
He said he ne 
seeing them al 
Nina did 
was mnsixig o 
cousin's -wish 
own i?vas a ^ 
She woTidei 
nicer feelinj 
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ne accident ha-d *-* '^ ^ 
official of great itnporf^. ^c/ .?/ 
lating the lady on bavit^ ^' •*'^o 



- jL^v, influent na 
head official of great 
gratulating the lady 



pr^ 



,£itJ 



ct 



ViU^ 






gratmating the lady on Aaw), ""^ "^^o , ^"^'^ " ^ 

jury, hastened to reassure h "^ ^®*^^£^Gd. ""^-** *^^^ 

,she would be certain to . ^^ "^"^^y^^"^^^ ^ 

after. He proceeded to ^^^ ^^'^ ^^«ot« „^°^' '^^ 

rity, that he looked », ^^^^^ ^^^^ -^^^ ^^'"^- 

Sreat co^pli^.^, ^T" ^V ^-a<C^^-^-^^ 

not often that th ^^ *^Vl i-^. "^^ ^ 

mat the window ^>^lwa !S3-'C^xtv4«^ ^ 
admit of sur-u "^^*^^s . ^^^- \\ vj 

way. ' ^^'i ^Y^^ ^^S niade. He th 

His remarks h.d . ^"^''''' ^^^^^^4^4 oxv 

^°^l^t as to the *■" tl^'^te^ 

r '- ^-^^- and "?'!:. -O^^^^y - question 

°ot feel sufficiently 




""" "omen.,) ^"•^'a ^'-P^.^^ <-„ Ji 

!■" »«. face ' " ^' J "">« n» , °'" »''« 
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Cecily's grammar, ^ ^^^ /Je^/ ^y?^ ^^^ ^^^ Ocv« 
interest in politics, P^* Ssft,-^^ ^0-^^=^.^- ^^^ 

poo. Wy. actress of^--^. s,^ ,^,^^^ \^_ ^^- 
with axx appealing glance tov^a^^^ vv.^ ^^j^^^ ^^^ 
then saw, for the first tvttie, tix^^ ^Tcv^ 7/«7e ^,>7 ^^^ 
not speaking to her. Kea\lsvT,g^ ^.^^ ^«^^^^^ ^^^^a.^ 
made, and fearful ^^ ^a.vlxvg ^^^:*:^-Yed herself, and 
of attracting the notice s\v^ ^^.^^^"^ '^^ ^N^-A, i^^ 
shrank back into her seat, ^^.^^ never looked up 
again during the wlmoVe oi. ^ 
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side J 



Sb*- — liy^ 



that it was a very s> 



erio 






.<?»* 



^^i^e= 



from 3. 



„ ">-^^- ^P-'^..X1 

that sl^e was going • ce„,i^ Wt^^^V^^^^- 

happiness that she had tried anjj ^^c^^^eL— /«to 

On his, though s\ife ^^^^ ^^;s:v^^ ^^^^^<^o^;5Sl^^ 

would be for his own petr^^^^^ ^^^^Piness, that thg 

man who was to fill a faW^^^ ^^T^^^"^^ "^^ "^^^ ^'5^ 






all men the one he wouM ) 



^nd honour mo 
r-udi for him to 



to bi 
fori 




yet she felt there -wqwX^ \^^ 
ixi the meanwhile. 

It was not Ma/ fut\ire 
so much as that nearer 
without her spent in tHe ^ 
cousins* home; the pairm o 
every hour Izirought rt^^^^^^sS, 
came upon them all too ^C>s^ 

^^MervyxL/' sHe sa\^ ^^^^^AVj^^ 
to be here^ at se^^r^ "^^ ^rc^^rast, -your uncle 

as far as the gate at hli/^'^^^ ^ "^ "^^ "'"^ ^ 
to meet him alone/' 

That was all that 
s\ibject. All the 



-^aX she feared 
e oi ftve \oB6 mo! 
Ider atmosphtrt of 
the parting itself, wl 
^^r and nearer. The ( 



-past sijc, and then retti 



passed b«„,,„ ,^^^ ^J 
^ ^'^''g *. U\W of his do, 
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2 14 THRO-0^^ '^^'^^^ ^ 

Qlad to see him siujl^' sj,^ ^^ 

tiy and find out what NXOS ^^ *^e/}/ O^^ .^y^riH ^^ 
tell me, for I am curious to ^ ^*^e, ^^<3. -^^cix.^ ^^<j 

"Yes," he answered ^^^^^^"''" "^ ""^^ 

on to speak of the other ^^9-'^"^ ^"Ken i, 

all the elder boys wou^ ^''^^^ ^^^ ^"^ -^ojw'""''' 
talked on quite cheerfulw^.^^-^Vc>-^-^ W^t"^" 
she said, «We must J7. '^^^ Vy€— ^^^X ^^^ ^^^ '^^ 

They walked alon;^, "^'^^-^ 

conversing quietly, till\v "^^^^'---^^es siW 
*-e^ among the t\,^"^ %.^^. J' ''"^'""^^ 
glorious summer sun ^^V-^^ '^ *^- gate. And 

-God having left Tt!^*' *^^ -^-^ ^^^^^^^Tv^, \^ .^.e 
*^-» for the work H '"'^^Z "^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 

-ow having other path^ r^'^^^ "'"''''^^ '^^^^^^^ ^o fit 
*° «erve Him. ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ have them do; and 

"God bless yo„ '^^"^ '° ^^^^ '°' 'therein 

have you i^ jj. ^^^^ my 

She a,o„^^- -r^ "^^^.^f- --- *'^, and 
but she felt h^ "^ '^-^ft ^°'' "-er/" 



parting a whit more P^* O ^^^ ^ ^^*^^, .o 

^,, voi.e would be.ay ^2 ^^e ,^^, ^^, ..- -^ .o^ 
spealc again. So she brOice o^ ,„dc^^^>,^ .^ ^^-.^.i^erf 
him to her, hiding her face On l^j^ ^>^o^-VcVe^y Jt/ssecf 
his eyes, his Hps, his haii-, tooVy^ ^anc/s, ancf held 
them as if she could not \et ^V^^^ "^^N "i^^^iSssi ^^^ti- 
gaged herself from his c\ltig^^^ ^^^^-|C3v^c^^ and stepped 
back into the wood, leaving v. "*2>sn§^% ^-sX^mg 

her disappear among its leafy -^^ths, turning round 

once that he might see Yvex \H^,^^t and smiling, wav- 
ing him on, and Is^issxrvg \ve.T ^sr<^^^^ 

Srrxiling and bright to t^ ^ ^^^ guch was the 

picture he carried with hirx>^^ 

-^ ,. , , ^ ^^^, as Yve lumed avjay, 

feeling quite orave a.iicl oh^^^^_ 

, iT^u 1.1 -rr ^^=:rr/i/7, and confident that 

she felt the same. He Arsi.->^^ ^ 

took his way to the Vicara^^^^^d over the gate, and 
Something rushed pas\:_ ^^' a 

and bounded vipon hi "*^^ ^^"^^ '^^^^^^' * 

Hallo, old fellow!" ™' "^e^-^' Beth-Gelert! here! 

thoughts diverted, chu ^^^"^-^ ^^^ <^Jr ^aj2J2/ng, hJs 

favourite. And soon ^he^"^^' ^^ '^^ ^'^^* °^ ^^^ 
laughing, as the dog and^ ^^<=l^oes are ringing and 
themselves to their rv-. ^^ ^oung master betake 

*~^"w abode. 
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departed: through the '^^^^^ ^^ 

silent drawing-rooK,, up t^e ^ ^ ^1^^^^ ^"^^ ^^ 
own apartment, where she ma.y "^^^ Staui.*'*==*^^ jjG 

undisturbed. Vet, thougj^ ^^ ^'^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^' 
hand or to the left, she V ^^ lo£7V\^g_ ^^ ^^^ ffri"* 
cricket-bat on the Uw^ ^^ ^^ *"^^^ious ^/'^^ 
hall-table, the half-op ' '^^ V^-^--^^-^^^ "^^^'^- 
-om. and the chill afh. ^^^t ^* W ,^^"^/^ 
when she reach ^. u "" ^^^^ ^=^^ . ^ "^ ^< 

reaches her chainK^^t ^^^^^"^^ \^.a^ 

Entering hastily W^T ^^ ^^^^ - 

throws herself on ^ ^^-^V, 
*ere, at last, she is^^ ^"^^^^ 
h-n fighting With her"?"^- 
J^-Pt it down *■„_ , . ^»» d 



^-Pt it down, for h^^'' "'* ^^^^ ^^ '^" Stief that 
*^- he n,,ght ,„, ^; ^-^- ^O^- ^ox his sake she 
°f !»« grief. Bu. "^ C^^ ^^ ^^^■»'^« ^^ be 

^-. J^e .train i^^ ^^ tla^.^d ., ..^ re.e Jr a 
^y *« great sobs I'' ^'^^^^ "'' ^^^ - "« /onger 

outyouJ" "^^ "^^ CtrX"^--^ down. j. 

4" Tar ^-^-^ be / ^-^^^ -el 

' says a^ wrff Tfi 

•™ >>' greater H, ^^ "^ th- „° P^«n«s fe^. , 

' ^'-''^^ Vovl r '"^' "-""^ 






CHAPTEX X 

IN the prim little paTVo^t ^^^ "^^ "^'^'^■^^-g.^ ws 
seated its prim mistress, tW Wc^-^'^ ^"^^^^^ ^^^t^^. 
She was knitting by ^^"^^ ^'vaS^a^ , and 1 

brother, the Rev. Pendarvis jj^^^^^ ^hes, was sitting 
an arm-chair reading tVve ^-^ _^^ 

It was evident iVlslV \vrv^v. ^ 

one; for the sister loolced tj.- 
even the brother roused tij, 
his reading, 

"You have got everyt^ 
bed-room, Gweni" 




, everytTning^ P^-v 
of soeTTtfir^ _^ ^y 



little bit of soentedL 



at every sound, \ 
se\t once 01 twice i 

. . . .* 

fjiiF nice for him m 

4i 



qaite^ a j^icture: 



ornament in the 
and I have n:ioveci th^ 
the library in there 
poor little fellow. 



c; ^^=-^^^^ cle^n curtainsj a beauti; 



^ c^se of stulTed birds frd 

^^ Jhou^ht it would amuse hu 

But the vicar h^ a ^'''' ^^'^^ ^O?- ^ 



^«^- «-. .w ^,,j 
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22:2 TWROWJsr oroo^xKK^- 

Poor thing 1 sKe wa.s entirely devoid of 

had a wonderful aptitude for s^xin^ tJie 

tiling. She loved and admired iaer brother, bi 

a little afraid of Kim- She looked upon hirt 

very superior being, and was qiiite aware Oj 

own inferiority- ^H 

"He does not think ranch af w^omen," 

would tell her friends , mysteriously. But there. 

one woman in the world, in w^liom th^ rector 

lieved implicitly, one in M^hom he saw no f^uh 

flaw whatever* one, w^ho in his eyes? possessed 

womanly virtues without womanly weaknesses^ 

that was Mlagdalen Lyndsay. 

Ever since she had been brought, years ago, 

Glen-Mervyn to be the companion of a man 

many years her senior, he had esteemed and s 

mired her. lie was the only person in the wo 

who had really known anything of her manied I 

and withont asking any questions he had guesj 

at her early history. That is, he had always bl 

cotivineeci that his patron, Mr. Lyndsay, had \ 

been the object of her affections; and, realisi 

this, he tiad admired more than he could say 



ss^J 
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tJ^^ 



iij^ 



preciated it even more after Mervyn *>^ . 5^ ^^' 
pupil for a few months. He found the ^^s a 

telligent and so eager over His workr ^^ interest 
pleasure to teach him. It was q«i^^ * ^ look to^~ 
in the vicar's life, and he sOO» ^^^ one o^ *^^^ 
ward to the arrival of the 13°^ ^ ^5." contact witV 



to 



greatest pleasures in the da^- \'\ -yovmg ag^-^Vli, 
the fresh enquiring mind ^^de ^^^]^^^ and stS^xvuy 
and he grew to love the b^-^S^^^^ ,o^. 
smile as f the boy had been ^'%^ to ^.m V^lr i- 

When Mrs. Ly^dsay i^ip^^ 
tended marriage, and her caif^_^L' y v 
be willingly undertook to hoT ^^^^^^m\ 
his mother wished, and ^v^. ^^ 
rinually thinking ^j,,, j,, ^*- «, 
happy: He v,=, ^"^Irt ^' 

f/v A ^^ ^ little nervr. ^ 

feeling deeply f , ^ ^^Us 



happy: He 

would he. '^ ^^"^'^g what a ^ ^'i J. ^y 

As he '^^-^ ^^^ 



reverted to i^ '^^ading the papg. ,, 
>.- „.™.. Over ,»j .... . "'^t 



he every noy^ ^^^^ ^nd over agaiij, 
thoughts v^e^ ^nd then let fall ^w, 
fun '''*^' 




o 



'*e<i ^^:::^' 
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*'Do you tbiink he will bring many 
*'J really cetnnot say.'' 
"Will Mrs- Lyxidsay bring himl' 
"I should say probably not/' 
"Poor dear! think of her going to be a 
and having sl nice young husband, W^ill it b 
grand wedding, I^en*?" 

Very weaxily he answered, "I do not know/' 
"When does she ro up to London, J 

"To-morro^w/* 

"Colonel IS^iddleton comes to fetch her, dSi 
he, Pen^ I heard he was expected; isn't hel P 
dear, I hear Lord Wardlaw is in Ireland, 1 
goes to London to meet her in a few 
Does hel" 

"I believe so." 

"Oh, Pen^ dear! how I should like to go 
wedding! Shouldn't youl" 

Discouraged by his silence, she stoppec 
burst out again in a moment, 
"^^i^j there is 



i 

i p 

:land, 1 
few dd 



a carnage going along the Ij 



road, one of the Glen carriages. Oh, it is Co^ 
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CHAPTER XI- 
Cw™ and A„ victi>»- 

SucH was tli^ ^^""''J^ into >vhich Mervyn's lot 
was to be cast till Oq^i ^^^ ^^.^ MiddJeton were 
ready to receive him at Granton. 

It was not altogether ^ ^^^ ^^j^_^^^ ^^^^^^ 

= as u-» , ^^ *° ^« translated 

at his ancle's ^^' ^^ ''« kno^, .,„„i, , 
one to that to which he ^^^' ^"^^ ^ -^7 different 

was letting n^^ d°«^" e^^duaij ^''"''*''°"^' *^* '' 
into it at Ddce. At the Vi^^^^ "^^^ *° P'"nge him 
met with every care an^ ^ttg^*^^' ** ^^Y rate, he 
consideration could devisg. ^^^°^ *at thoughtful 
creature comforts, and thg- J*^^ ^ared foj. ^^ , . 
power to amuse and distract i^'*^^"" *^'d aU • " 
him for the loss of his ^ ';'^. and ^ , '" '""* 
F°' the first few days M^^v '^«>'s J^^ «P to 



n\ 



'' '^^ quite" natural to ^"^ got t^'^'^^^'^ship. 
"— ' - - to ^^ ' pretty 



— 4u«e natui'*' lo jij tout ^ '-omp. 
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opportunity of a few minutes' private conversl 

with him. In tKe presenee of her brother 

dared not revert to such trivial subjects. Besi 

whenever sbe alluded in tlie most distant mai 

to any of Is/Lrs. Lyndsay's concerns, he had takffl 

give her glances before livhich she quailed, ^m 

On the fourth day of Mervyn's stay^ he r^cH 

his first letter from his mother- It was wrii 

from Colonel Ivliddleton's house in London, a 

announced her safe arrival there. It did 

contain xniicli beyond expressions of her long 

to hear from him, and to know all that he 1 

doing. 

It was given to him at breakfast, and 
conscious of Owen^s eyes being fixed o^J 
greedily the whole time he was reading it. ^ 

The moment he had finished it, she, 
eagerly, "Weill" 

"Quite well, thank you- said Mervyn, 
her question, 

"Yes, l>vit what news, dear^ What does she 
about Lora Wardlawr' 



^n 
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days' events to tell her of! Tliree days I 
actually as long as tHat since He had seen or i 
to her. So he took a la.rg:e sheet of pape 
began at the very top, feeling^ as if" he should 
have room for all he haci got to say. JBut he 
found writing a very different thing to talJ 
The turning of the sentences, the spGlling of 
wordsj the time it took him, and the trouble it 
■ — all this rather cramx^ed the free expression of 
feelings J and the vicar came in to say the postb< 
was going before he had written a -page and 
half. He was obliged to let it go as it was, am 
the whole transaction left on him a vague sense OJ 
disappointment. He had not thought it would 
have been so difficult to write to his mother. He 
had not said half he meant to say. He had not 
answered half her questions. He did not feel as 
if he had been talking to her at all. It depressed 
him, and made him sad all day. He could not 
shake off the feeling. He half thought of writixs% 

another lette-i- ^^ i. -. 

^T^T^er , so as to send a good V^-v^s^^ ^^^ *^^ 

ay; hut as soon as VC^j^ Wessons were iPrer, 

^^e cricket, and then supper^ and then 



Digitized by 



Google 



234 



XHROWIsr TOGEXMER. 



she was going to cross the same day and to tr 

on to Vienna, vi^ Amiens and Pans- ^M 

She told him that if he answered her letterl 

day he received it, she w^ould find it waiting 

her. The letter ended by saying Colonel Middle 

would write to the vicar as soon as he and ^ 

Middleton iw^ere settled at Gran ton, Mervyn look 

very grave after reading this letter, and ate his brejj 

fast in silence. 

"Mr, HugHes/' he said after a time, "will yi 
give me some foreign paper?" 
"Yes, my boy. Whyl^' 

"Mother wants to find a letter waiting from t 
in Paris/' he said, with an evident effort, «^and 
says I must write it to day.'' 

"W^y. gooa gracious 1" exclaimed G wen, **1 
is the wedding-day!" 

Before any answer could be made, the mi 
servant came in to say a poor hoy had called 
beg the vicar to go without delay to his father, ^ 
was dymg and wished to see him. Mr. Hug 
rose directly. 



brei 
i™ 

om t 
jidj 

**tM 



'Xt 



IS 



many miles away, Mervyn » he 



saiop 
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^i4:rown roGfT0^' 



"Penny s*^'^^" "°"'<^ ^" 
to put on." 



" said Mervyn- 



"if I 



"Now was there ever .„ch . p.ece oHuc^- 
cUi.ed Gwen- "^^^ ^ear mother gave me 



little gilt weigh it-^'^^^Wne as a partmg gift, 
fi^'sf Use I should put it to 



She 
little thought the ft«t u,, I ^,,,id put It to would 
be to weigh y^""" ^^''^' to her on her wedding- 
day!" 

Menyn ivi^ced- "Where is iti" he said. "On 
the writing-tSLtl^' 

"Dear m^, n"'" "^^^d Gwen; "do you think I 
would let suc:h a gift as ,,^^ ,.^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 

to get dnsty'i N°' '^ >s ^j ... 

box, iust L 3he gave j, J^^ ^^-PPed up in its 

drawer. Giv^ me the lett^^. !"^' "^'^''"'' '° "^ 
and weigh it.- ' ""' ^""^ 1'^ go up 

Mervyn handed her t^^ ^ 

from her chair. When she ^**^'"' ^"^ she got up 
glanced at the direction, ^^^ ^^^t ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

*'th a twinkle in her eye. j,^ ^'i looked at J' 
Wi.,.,,. ^ ^^'Mrrul7^-yn, 

'^^. Without 



'What is tjjg piatter?" j^^ 



sa,i<j 
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get the weighing macliine. Wha.t a joke, isn 
And with a Httle chuckle of dGliglit, Gwen tri 
out of the room- 
Surely next to being devoid of feelings the: 
nothing worse than being devoid af tact. A,ln 
as much pain can be inflicted by the w^ant of 
one as by the i?vant of the other. No refinement 
cruelty could, have done more than those few wor 
of the unconscious Gwen's. The boy's feeling^s ha 
been strung to tlie highest pitch; the embers th^ 
were smouldering in his heart needed only a ver\ 
Httle gust of wind to fan them into a flame. He 
stood hterally quivering under her speech, and when 
the door closed he gasped with the effort he made 
to control himself. For he felt there must be no 
display, no betrayal of himself. Gwen would be 
back again in a minute , and to save himseK ^^^^ 
bfr, to hope to escape from the stj:^ ^^^«^^^ Nxx^ ^ 
her sympathy and condolences, he mvs/- ^/ ^^/ 
appear unmoved. 

t was a new lesson the poor child was learning 
e who had never had occasion to hide his feel- 
ings before Tt^,-^ 4.1. 

^ut the contact with new characters 
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j^^ne with him y^t- ^l** *iad at Jast got her victim 

ij^to her clutches, ^""^ '^^ ^^ Soing to make the 

«xOst of her opportunity- Question upon question, 

s^xxmise upon sun»i^^' she showered upon the boy; 

all, in fact, tl^at *e vicar had so strenuously 

endeavoured to g^""'* ^'" *^'°"'' """"^ *"e" "PO"! 
him. 

But there arc li^"" '" ^'""^" endurance, and 
Mervyn at length ^^'^ ^' '^"'"'.'^ ^"" "° ""^Te, 
Faltering soxne excO^^ ^^^^^ ^'"^"^ '^^ ^^^-P^. h^ 
hastily snatched uP ^'^ ^^"''' ^"'^ "'"'^^ ^^^ the^ 
door. Nor did he '^^^ ^"^ ''°"*^' ^^ *^ ^hriU 
little remonstrances that 'reached him as he 1^^ ^^^^ 

/°om. His courage *^^ ^" ?'"'' ^^^ ^^'f'^ontrol 
had deserted him. 

He hastily entei^^ *^ ^'"^*^ ^^'^^y' ^'^'^ ^ockin^,, 
the door after hiiti. tore the letter up into shreds, 
flung them- furiously ™^o t.he fireplace, m^4 ^^n 
Juried his head i»3 '"^^ ^^^ds, and crie^J ''^ "'^ ^'^- 
heart would break- 

"'^y the time it gets to Patvs « ^^^^"^ 

^^'^ i" the ,v,,l^f,, *'^^^^ - 
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"No such pers« • 
Lypdsay. In f^ " '° t*»e world!" No Magdalen 

longer! Seas rolTn ""^ ™°*^«^' She was his no 
longer hi. hotue ^ ''^^'' *^™- ^^'^ "^"^^ ^° 

ever; she was as ^'" °^™^" ^^"^ "^^^ S°°^ f^"- 

be lying in ^^ ^^'^'^ "= ^^^^^J She might as well 
Better! oh, f^^ ^J^'^^ *^hurchyard at Glen-Mervyn. 

be near hira ^t-n^-^""' ^^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ "^^'^^'^ ^* ^^^^t 
tombstone tL \^^^^°"^ '° hin^i still bear upon her 
-^ne old familiar name! 

With eve« t,T 

h.s pocket Her 1 ''^ '"^''^ *""^^' ^^ ^-^ from 

u. '^"^' received thai^ tv,^ - 

™ght gaze un«« .u mormng, that he 

upon the name oncp. w,^ ^ 

not there. ^'^^ more. But it was 

'Z^ ^^-.e.'«Now and aWs^T'^^^'^^- 
"°^ and always." ^l^ays,' he sobbed; 

Oh ye..! ,_ 

no o« ^^« was his mother still- u- 

d^anl "'^^'- He read the le'I .'' °""' "^^ 
"^^^k i^ tT, ,. . , ^®*ter through He 

every ,. *^^ ^'^'"g 1°^^ which breath.H 1" 

^ ***ie of it and ti,« ^T- '^'^^athed through 

^"^'^^ ned away. Under f J "'"'''^ 

*ny name, and in 
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Why, 



ieaxttiet dear jxxgI tlie postboy has beeni 
^^' r^y tlitee-q^iiSLrters of an hourl" .... 

^ V Tti^T^^^^^ more saw M^ervyn rushing wildly 
t\ie stabVes , and. Gwen trotting as quick as 



^ajds 



co\i 



to 



h\ivise\f^ and 'had nearly finished before 
Gv/ert came up to him. 



Id afte^ him, tallcing all the way. Her shrill 
remon^^^^^'^^ ^rid shriller assurances that it 
use tryi^ig to overtake the postboy fell on 
wilfviUy (i^^^ ^^*^ heedless. 

T^he boys mind ^vas filled by only one thought, 
letter must go> Somehow or other it must be 
g^ffed. Arrived at tlie stable he began to saddle* 

his p<^T^y 

tti^^ , > - no . . . use . . . dear . . . Tm . . . 
sure" ^'^ said, in little gasps; *'he . . . must be 
neatly ^ - • ^^^^^^ • . . by now." 

ti^fle goes by th.e bigh road " answered Mervyu, 
his mit^^ intent on die straps and buckles. "If I 
go across coiintry, 1 xrvust get up to'him." 

Gweu reiterated her assurances that it would be 
oC no avails and tbat he would be sure '^ust to miss 
the boy on tKe road. 
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^Ti*S 



"Look herer' said 



^ytervY^ 



4 



has missed the post 

It is a letter to mother, Y 

know vohut I shall do 



tlow can 

oo see, 
if it 



art 



servants worshipped 'i^'^ -Hoi 

were ready to work t*^ 

ittto th« 



man entered at once . . 

case, ana sa^w no dix*- \^^y\ 

^ for ha^' 
did not leave the toW^ ^ i, 

letters n 

postboy's arrival, as tt^^ 

it in *= 

good horse would c*^ ^^^^j^ 
There was just time *^ 



sal 




Nothing could be easi^*^' 

"On thien; do it a^ . .t.. 

mother's Korse ; he i^ j,, ^^ 

off as soon as ^ou -^^J"^" ^^^^ 



as you 



depart 



done. In a few mim^ 
tion of seemg the tn^^ , . . 
letter itr tlie pocket a^ ^ .„ 
long sigK of relief '^ 5^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

o^it loud. -si.e Wt ^^''' '"^ ' 

Paris a^^^ J- , Oh how 

^^ ana find none. 

the tears came mtohis^y''' 
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'THRowi^ -raO^'^ 



•».h.o„e, detestabU, He -^*-' 
^'it Of Its verv . _h^^**i 

^-<i. an<i to7et f ^"^^^^^ ^^- 
"tables !^ ^^^ ^'^^ desolallOU. 

"<= painted to v- 
"""^ =° full Of „■""""■ the d< 

t>egan ^ '^ "^^ about t>.« 

^"-t ,,hen at last !r"'^ *^«^. 
,, J*^- Vicar was g^ * ^"^^ «"«^.«o. 
vyn w,^^^^ travel thus f^ ^^^^^oa 
'^^-dev ^°°''"'°»^- Tl!^''''^^' 
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Mervyn's Arrival a. 

It was about half-p^^^ sJ 

up to the door of Grantoii 

eager excitement, Taalf expe 

and cQusixis assembled it? ^A" 

BO one there, and he was usl 

an empty drawing-toom an: 

very much inclined to run ol 

call o\.it all the names he cc: 

intention was frustrated by 

aunt- 

"All, Mervyn, here you Ji 
I liope you are quite well " 

Mervyn ran joyfully up ^' 
warmly. ^Tm so glad to see 
Slie then asked him a fe' 
30i.irney, &c., what lesson-b( 
and Kow far advanced he yr3.i 
oC leaxxiing. 



1 
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many stairs ariri 

distant school ^^ "^ ™" 

and Cecily. "r""" "^° ' 

course? j _^ '^ Present. 
^ * ^«i sorry to say . 

English tors »_ ^ " 

" J^oo nauch, and the 
to do the same, i ho 

. ^° ^^yi^g, she turned < 
voices -ttrp.-.^ 

^sm nciy nephew. Mervj 

, _^^S *t tea at a round 
and Ed»v, 

looked r' '"' ' "^^^^ 
of til ^ ^^enMervyn ent€ 

glanced'"'!^^' ""'"' """' '^^™^' 
^ timidly at her mothe 

is g^ ^^ kissed his cousins < 

. ^*^e time since I have s 
said. «c>j. , 

she"} '^^ ^^ ^°^^ very 

^*i<i Edmund looks to r 
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"Oh, sit by !»«'" said litt: 
"No, by me, please," said 
Mervyn good-naturedly p 
them; after vrhic^ the child; 
another, and ^^ °^^ ®P°^^- 
customed to the society of ch 
know what to say- 
Besides, he ^^ ^^^y ^' 
looked for some time at N 
likeness of which his mother 
had been ruffled ^V ^^^ ""^^^ 
pression of her ^^^^ °"^^ 
opinion of whereio the differ 
^is thoughts wandered oi 
face, though his eye still rest 
"How you stare!" said si 
yo" look at meV 

"^^' I Wasn't thinking ab 
* ^^"^'« candour. 

CeciT'' "^^" '" ''^^'^" 

"Mother, l^e a«,^ 
^^---^ei,,^hisey,,"', 
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He felt more than rep^'"' ^^^* ^ 
Mm, as he read an^ '%,^'' 
He could not go b^^ ^^ : 

He wanted to think it 0V^\ 

-r.S, he ..dressed and ; 
He woke the next 

pleased at i^i, -^ "^*^" 

at the idea of k • 

™ade therv. 11 , mem, 

^*iem all laugh. T:r« 
^'^ once hv 1,- ^ ^<^' 

a« ^ , * include h. 

ucn as they might. 

As soon as breatfo . 
g«mg out. ^^"^^"^ ^= 

"Out!" said CeoJi 

-uld. WeVegottodolI"^ 

"Whatshallyoudo M 
^<^«^aid you'll be ratli '^' 

What does Aunt T ^- 
h*^ asked. ^^^^^ 



W 
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throwh 



TO 



G-e 



■•XH^^-- 






axv^^'W^l 






.ssons. 



" Oh , if sWs busy , 
ty myself, but 1 tauat J ^ 
Good-bye for the P^^*^*^^^ 
think you've done your 

Nin. looked very thOJi^^^^^^,^ 

SKe covild not bear tn ^_^ ^^^^ ^ 

•buffed, particulaxly »" ^\,,„t his : 
feared n^uch that ^ 



And yet sHe 



that 



=ei2 



not \3iit \y^ very different to 

t_ I- he had ^' 
to expecit, and to what n^ ^^^ 

Slie waited some time, listet^ ) 

for ttie sound of his returning y^ 

<ii<i not come. She was reliev^^^, 

feeling t\tat Ine must have fount:>^ j 

ment, or else he would hav^^y^il 

soHe>ol-room. She drew her V^ , I 

her i 

^jvindo^w^, and began to \^Tit^ ^ 

^e gar 



txon ^ Icint tVie least sound in tP 
lier jAamp up and look out, fc^ 
wKa^t Ke could be about. 

^M^eanwhikj MervyUj not 
dTa,-wing-rooTn, pursued Kb 



she 



finding- 
investi 
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caUous to his good looks and plea 
of countenance. The room, which 
be rather dull and silent just now, 
brightened by his presence; and she 
lierself not only listening, but joii 
versation, to the neglect of her busi, 
so sure that she would be glad 
took it so n.uch as a matter of cou 

sLl r: '''"* '"^^ ^^^-- *- loo 
same light herself. 

"Ain't you rather dull. Aunt ] 

HomT:;r:""^^-— --i-.th 

to her, owned, that «^ 

«T „, *-nat she zvcn 

i suppose you are ^i 

Nina and Ceoily%,re T ^^^^ 

-leave Her then, ^I^^'^^^^ 
l^exng alone if si^_ \^^T^ ^^txow. 

-lly ^ad tHat. B^"^ ^^^-^ t. 
^ours sometimes for "^''' "^^ 
^- *o co„.e horrxe ^ ^""^"^ 
ho^s for NTiraa. " ^""^ ^^.y 
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unt Lydia, IVe broug] 

C"' Look!" 

Whether ?*^^^^^*°° ^^^^^^^ ' 
rose h ^ ^^raiKd most tb< 

very ^, ' . ^^"i»g down upor 

gether." * '^- ^e iJijgj^^ . 
"* ^^eti at the . ''^^d 

"I've 1, , ^"''^y ^ >■< 

'^ll after T ^''^^ tc. ^' 

do..> London, ,^^*- c. 

ft»* , y«s, do" c. . 

.c,'*^ a heap. ^i^ 

•^^^ on the neare ; ' 

W ''barest ^ 
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till she took t/xa-t v^^Jk with her yo^ 

was all she couId d<^ to satisfy his - 

boy's knowledge and accuracy surprn 

every moment she feared exposing he 

His interest in the subject, and acquai 

matters of detail, seeined to her quite ex 

and instead of giving instruction, she foy 

receiving it. ^| 

He Had suggestions to mate here an3 

ments to recommend there, and all bis 

were sensible and to the purpose. He st 

linow the name and history of every Ao\ 

blossonaed , and of every shruft and tree tb. 

It was just the same when they came tx> tl: 

and inspected the machinery; and he enten 

conversation with the man who showed it to 

with the ease of one who quite knew what^ 

Mervyia presently asked to see a cerom & 
^■^g rnachine lately invented, ifAicfa lie seew^ 
take as a matter of course should U tbe^- 
"^an shook his head. 

'"We have not got one, s^^-' 




2 66 THEOV^^ TOGE^I 

tHis. She was thinking of ^^"^ J 
now nearly sixteen, tbotig"^ 
and a^musement, and had Tie 
thing connected with the rnS-^ 
She felt quite certain he ha(>^ A^ 
the Icno^wledge possessed by i 

She began to wonder whos^^ rp^ 
nesses-^ Tutors 1 W\vost'\ 
course, A^ easy-go^^, Vt^^, 
thing in Hitxi, Evidently ^^' 
kind of l>oy, 

"I wonder w\xy -. , 

asked herself. ^^^^ ' 

And yet somethiK 
grated rather ux^coi^fo^^ k M 
"Mother says she ^abty on 
tW sort Of thfngs,,, .y^,^^ 

"I'm sure no fc ^'=^- 
cared to hear abo^t^-^ 



within her. 



Ojr^ 



"^^Ch 



■^itl. 



thi 



in. 



"I can't rf»»^ ^^i^Se » 
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^qina froxn the scliool-room wind 
est astonishment. First, at seem 
for a wallc with Mlervyn, and to 1 
as they w^ent along, as if on th 
friexraiy terms; then at the leng 
elapsed, before their voices return 
the T^vindow again; an.cL last, the 
seeing IS/lervyn climh the tree, an 
M^TS. M^iddleton, laughing and s 
completely at his ease Tvith her. 
her mother anxiously, fearing Me 
far, and that he would receive a 
hardly believe her eyes when she 
ton nod and smile to the top of 
go in-doors without so much as t 
The little daughter af the sci 
Toegan to puzzle out the very pr 
was woxldng out in the drawing-i 
was \x^ Why was this boy so 
fault was it that others were not 
Curiously enough, they both 
conclusion. It was Mervyn bin 
chaxming^ and of such an en/ 
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this operation took Icaim a good 
he had irLtended; it proved so ve 
Whert He retumed to the sch<: 
lessons over, axid bis cousins g 
half-lio%ir*s air and exercise in 
pursiiea IVLadame into her room, 
radisli. Me found ber busy was 
and, tiis liand being in, be instai 
]oin Ker in so interesting an o 
done ^witli an amonnt of energy t 
brnsliLes were wholly unaccustom 
faxtlaer won the old lad/s heart 
about the room, and asking a 
q^uestions as to the history of eac 
photograph adorned Madame^s w. 
their circumstances, their habits ai 
enc^xiired into with an interest wl 
^r\^ made her quite loquacious, 
The Wncheon-bell rang, an^ 
xea^iiy foY luncheon, 

'*^\e^e go and get ready, M^ 
a-^ding shyly, ''^^ '^"^^ "^^^ ^ 
^a-mxna comes In directly the hel 
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to have so many to be witH 

must find it so difficult to see 

day, Mlother has only got me 

have got Kina and. Cecily, and 

and Bal:>y. OKI and Willie, an 

hert, when they are at liome. 

ratlier difficult^'' 

M:rs- IMiddleton, in the pai 
sw^ered that a larg-e family wa ■ 
venient in more ^ways than one 
""What are ^w^e going to do i 
^si" asked Mlervyn presently. 

"^Vhat would you like to 
M.iddleton- 

"K^ide, I think," he answere 
yon know. Will you ride with i 
Nina, with her eyes fixed : 
^t^\Ared something unintelligibie. 
The difference between her i 
striiek Mrs. Middletoji forcibly 
provoked with lier. 

" Why cannot you answer p 
sHarply, "instead of looking as 
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TKe Ijoy's gra.titude 
thanlced. lier -warmly. ^\irii 

"But wliat wlU you ^ ^^ dul 
be all aloTie. Sliati't y^^ ^o th 
"I am goixig to dr^ ^ple vi i 
swereti- '"^to xneet som^ y u a , 
'^TlierL 1 suppose 1 ^^ 
come bac^," lie said, as thcy 
table j "so good-bye till th.^^." i 
her, axid gave lier a kiss. 

M^rs, IVIidcileton said nothine^ 
odd as slae returned it. Wheth^ 
or pleasedLj it was impossible tc^ 
returned to the drawing-room 

tlie sofaj and thought. 

M^ervyn came down texv \rciin 
Ms ride, and found t\ve ^c^nies 
the door, and Nina in her i^abit 
"Is he coming tooV' ^^e as.i 
<H^achman. 

Kina nodded. U^^v^n lookn 



^^OM must lead the 



way/ 



Btsttted, '"because you will bio^ . 
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But it is \DetteT 



" So it is 

'^Ivlotlier andlViave sucT^zi ^ 
t\\^ l3oy after a pause, "^^^^ ^^tai 
w^sLy ELlorig, and » - • - ^^» 



!*:>* 






Half ixivoliantaTily, as the r 
hira, aTxd l^e turned his head 
tliat TTJisVied to his eyes. 

Nina loolted pityingly at ^^^^ ^ 

longed to say something to cO/^ ^^ 

Hler feelings must have 6^\^\. 

eyes; for when Mervyn met the ^^, 

*'^Vroii ar-e like mother, I dec r, 

were, and I said , - , * Ohl 1 j 

yon ^vsrhat I said." ] 

'^Oh yes, dol" said Nina. 1 

"You would not like it, you Jtj 

**I assure you I should not txki 

Slie was pleased and intere^ 

she tnrned to Mervyn was a ve^ryd 

"What a pity it is you i 

like thatl . , . , and then \ 

said itP* 
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«Oti, tKat was all!" he answei 
a gallop." 

It was ten rrximutes or so 1 
^ete wallcixig again; and then M 
is a pity 3 isn't it 'I'* 

*'Wliat is a pity^' 
^'WTny, tViat you always look 
*a don^^tl" ftaslied out Nina. 
"Oil, l:>vLt you do, Nina, "i 
toow, l>eoa\ise you don't see yoi 
to say tliat you always do, but 
Now at lunclieon to-day, oh &. 
you looked 1" 

"Vou don't understand," saic: 
lessly in lier saddle. "I wasn't 
wasn't qviite that." 

"'What thenV asked Mervyn. 

"Nina hesitated. She lookec 

^a-ce, and felt she would neve 

stand, -what reserve meant, nor 

^^^ ^complications of pride and ! 

**lt is no use, Mervyn; yoi 

staxni." 
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tijt seems to me sucItl sl tiroixl^le £< i 
gp much what people say.'* 

*^It's not so mvieVi ^wlrLSLt: tlnGy 
"as what tVvey mlgUt e/M.zrzl^^^^ 

*^ Think wKatl" 

'^Ob, aU sorts of ttiings.'' 
*^What does It matter ^vsrViat p>eci 
'Sma Viad t\o axisT^er to mai^^ 
idea, and t\\e eo\isins rocie on iri. 

*'Who do you love most in t 
was Mervyti*s next speecli- 

Kina was not at all prepa,re<5 foA 

^'Who do youV she ssLid Inasti 

*'Motlier, of couTseT Vie ^/iswe 

sKou\d 1 loi/e besti 1 only aslced . 

have a fatKer too, and I thougVit ^ 

favourite Toetween them." 

Perliaps at any other time N 

had THore ^discTimmation; baC, bei i 

comer by ^er fear of Mervyn's P 

question, ^^^ ^^^^^ without tefVecti: 

"You 1^2^^^ got a father ^^^» ' 

"l.Qr<i War^iaw is your father/' 
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^'IMrs- Middleton will be in 
sir, I thinlc," the servant added. 
Up to her dressing-room v 
steps at a time, and knocked at 
"Come in," said his aunfs 
**IVe come to have a Utt\e 
advancing into the room, a^ni 
the end of the sofa, on whicl: 
lying- "Are you tired. Aunt 
you some tea*}" 

Mrs- TVIiddleton was surpri 
still more so at the boldness 
trated into lier sanctum; but 
him a^way. 

"1 tiave had some tea, tl 
""STou. d-on't look very cc 
Vo^r Tnead is so low. \ 
pillow 't*' 

^i:s. "WLiddleton confess 

vantage, and was snrprise 

wHicln tHe hoy arranged it 

" Vovir tutot ^s coming 

saia- ccg^ youv^i^^^^^^ pl 
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"So you are taking ^^^^ 
yovi^ That's riglit. What's 
Hea-<ia,cheV' 

**No;^ she answered; "I w^ 
imy arive. The O'Briens ^ 
a.n<i IVtr. West, You had bett: 
tKem." 

"SKall 1 stay with you, o' 

IVtrs. Middleton did not 
either course, and was abou^: 
^^ ttie school-room, when C 
swered for her. 

**Yes, come along with 
old friend of your mother'^ 
went. 

^MCervyn wearied of Sir J 
^ tixxie, and began to wc 
^e^re a,bout. He thought tl 
tl^eir fa,ther had arrived, or 
^^^^ cio^wn to see him. So 
^00x2^ with the news. 

** tr^cle Rowley's come; 
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<:>etm:ei 



flnidL Ker in 



the 6ra-wmg-ro*3-t\rk. , "Sj 

a-Tid. fovnid. lier. i_,-a 

"But wliat did you w ^ 

**OH. 1 don't know; t^ 
only to have a talk with he:^' ^ 

Cecily looked very surp^^^^ ' 



"A. talk with herj how ^^^ 







ixig to liave a talk with '^^^^\4^*t 
ta^lk. about "i Tm sure / shcx j 

say," ^B 

'*! suppose that's becaus^^ 
girl," said Mervyn, rather puiS^^^^^- 
atui I, when Tm at home, sop Xiiet/iries 
the -whole afternoon, J dare say yoi 
yovi*re older, Nina would hnd plentj 

Aunt Lydia about, I dare say; wo 

Nina?" 

Now Nina, though pretencJmg to 
listening intently to this conve<^^^^'^^^ 
very glad that it was Cecily, ^^d not 1 
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e;ti^^^ 



^^- 



"I Wnov/ a capital iTait^S 
xnotVier/' lae v^etit on, u 
l^ercHief cLippe^i ^^^ eau-de— 
laia on tUe forehead, Mc»- 
get cuired by that. Did yo ^"^ 
*'lSro," said Nina, m a \C^ 
"WKat do you do, then 







** Nothing;' said Nina, t^^^ 
itself over Her feelings of sti^^*^ 



truth: 



**riiT afraid you're not a g 



ooA 



T^\l 



^- 



ayfay 



^iervyn, looking fixedly at he 

Nina tried in vain to get 

searcliing eye. ^ H h 1* 

"Ifs not my fault/^ she sa:*^ ' ^" 

She quite longed to expl^-^^ to Jl 

all was, and yet she felt it wc^TjJd be t 

to find it out his own way. 

"You donH understand/' sjje said, n 
M^ervyn was seized with ret^^^j-ge at h 
her unhappy, and, embracing iier wad 
her to talk of something else. 

"What do you generally ^^ ^t tM 
said J "let us have some funl" 
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O'Brien, "Tm expecting 
minvLte/' 

jAJLSt tKeti a bell rang. 
"THere it is- I must t£^ 



Ue^^ ^^ 



>^^ 



fx^TT 



AT\d ^Vil5on carried the 
aloTie witli Totty. The Ikll 



seeing a stranger. 



^ fellov 
Beei^ed t^^ri:©^^ 
"Don't be frightened^ T^^^y^ 
talce eare of you," . kk> St \ 

:B\it the child was unusec^ 
He shrank back. ^ „ , 

** Where's Nurseyl I want^ 
"She's coming back," saic:;^^" 
cry, Totty/' 

But Totty could not stancJ it ] \ 
sby and nervous. Large tears gathei '. 
mournful eyes. 

Mervyn was much distressed and 
wbat to do, 

"Oh, donH cry, little inai>" he 
here!" 

And he executed a som^^^^^^^ ' 
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Biit Totty didxx't move, and Mervy^ 
appointed- 

"Why won't lie come, JSTma?'' 
"He can't," said Nina, in a low voi 
" Can't r* eclioed IS/Lervyn; "do yc 
can't walk yet "J" 

Nina sliook: lier liea.d. 
''Why, -wlien I sa^v Kim In London, 
■would run "very soon," 

"I thouglit so then, t>ut • - . /' 
"Why, ISTina^ is he so delicate as all 
never going to t>e strong, like other bo] 
Nina couldn't trust herself to speak. 
**Poor little fellow/' said ]Vtervyn, in 
"You needn't pity him/' said Ni 
haunted as usual by the fear that Tott] 
considered a black sheep; "'he's very ha 
As if in confirmation of her asse 
Totty looked ui> with a smile and said, 
look at my pictures," 

"He likes you, Mervyn," exclaimed 
pnsed out of her reserve; "he doesn't 
to new people," 
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opened, and Mrs. IVIidciletoii, c 

appeared upon tlie scene, closeJ 

Husband, She stopped sKort in 1 

Tlie scViool-rooniL table was j 

the window, and. tlie cliairs war. 

Mlervyn, with Edmund an his 

wildly round the room, jumping c 

books and maps, that vrere placed 

purpose) at measured intervals; in 

Cecily, who was darting about w 

rapidity; while Nina blew a horn, a 

his hands from his comer. 

**Good gracious!" exclaimed 
'wliat is the meaning of this uproa 
** We're hunting," answered M. 
and breathless; "and we're having 
Ceoily^s the fox. Taliy ho! Yonder 
^^ you stop, Cecily 1 And Nina/ go 
T^orn." 

So saying, Mervyn, who was the 
Id not seem discomposed at Mrs. JS 
trance, bounded over a big heap c 
catching his foot in a loose one at 
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n, dressed (ot 
lo'sely followed'. 
i„ her astonisto^^ 

were heaped upoo^ 

, with inco"-: "I 
lom, *" I 

H Mrs ^^ 
h-vi^^ 1 goes' ^ 
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sured his length on the ground, rolling over Edmund 
as he fell. 

"BraTo!" exclaimed his uncle, laughing, *^you 
took that fence well!" 

"This will never do/^ said Mrs. Middleton. 
'Alervyn, you must remember your cousins are 
young ladies, and you must not teach them these 
rough games " 

^Oh! nonsense, Lydial" said Colonel Middleton, 
"what does it matter! It will do them aO the good 
in the world. They^re much too prim and old- 
fashioned. I never saw Nina look so animated, and 
look what a colour Cecily has got. Little Totty, 
tool See how he enjoys it!" 

'* Totty!" exclaimed Mrs. Middleton, "how did 
Totty get herel" 

"I brought him down, Aunt Lydia," said Mervyn, 
running up; "he was so dull ail alone in the nursery^ 
and wanted to come." 

Happily for all parties, the dinner-bell rang at 
that moment, and Mrs. Middleton hurried away. 
Colonel Middleton remained behind a moment to 
wish them all good-nighty and Mervyn and Cecily 
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eagerly asked for leave to go or 

Colonel IVIiddletoxi ran off laugli i 

would not be responsit>le; but he: 

find his laugh had. been talcen foi 

he ran downstairs he heard the up 

with greater force than ever; and 

voice reachied him as he crossed 

hoi Yonder he goes!" 

And so ended Mervyn's first daj 
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laughing' declaring bf 
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;ssed the haU-T..| 
i^t day a. Granto. 
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THROWN TOGETHER. 



CHAPTER T. 

M.Ti^ Middleton's Headache . 

The order of the next day was rather changed, 
Mervyn's tutor arrived at nine, and from that hour 
till nearly luncheon-time he was closeted with him 
in a little room looking out into the kitchen- 
garden. 

There was comfort to coraej however His uncle 
informed him at luncheon that Mr. West was a 
cricketer, and that there was going to be a game in 
the field outside that afternoon, which Mervyn was 
welcome to join. 

This was great news for the boy; and he ran up 
to his room directly, to put on his cricketing things 
and get his bat He looked into the school-room 
on his way down, and found his cousins dressed for 
walking* 



said. 



XTTROWTSf TOGEXHE. 

^in't you comine tr^ 

S to -watcj 



V 



/^-/■saici Cecily- .^^, 
- -'^ on the high road" T ^^ ^°^' 

"°^' What a Zll' '"'' '^ - 

'^^--„eandCl^:^^^-"Xa3 

"she's sli,,* ^*^ to r» 

"^^'•" excl^- room, ijj„ 

wasn't at 1, , "^erv^u-^. 

"N°t kno^i ;,.^"^^ Cecily, 
"She has eot ' ^^n't 

said Nina. ^ Very ^^^^ ^^^u i^, , 

"Has sheT*' , ^^^da( 

-No." ^^^' "Have 

*' Ain't you ^. 
..No." ^''^'^e to V 

^^''^^ looked 
beginning to ^^^ ^u,. 

pre.. - ..e3«.;-a., ^;V 
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-,ETHEK. 



,1" b , 



watch the g^' 

re going v>r * I 

it a bore?" 

■"^"1!" said C^] 



, headache- 



I; 



. ..have yo-i - 



;eeok^* 



. at 






middle of the room, swinging his bat round and round, 
and evidently turning something over in his mind. 

"How nice you look in your white flannel and 
blue cap " said Cecily, admiringly, 

^*Do IV he said, absently. "I know what 111 
do," he finished, suddenly, ^^Tll try my bandage 
dipped in eau-de-cologne and water; I am sure it 
will do her good/' And he ran out of the room^ 
leaving his bat behind him. * 

Nina had an instinctive feeling that a struggle 
had been going on in her coiJsin's mind, and that 
it had been hard for him to give up his favourite 
game for his aunf s sake. She was filled with ad- 
miration for him, though she felt fearful as to how 
his sacrifice would be received. 

Mrs. Middleton was prostrate with a headache 
on the sofa J and had given orders that no one 
should disturb her; when, to her surprise, without 
loiock or warning of any kind, her dressing-room 
door slowly opened, and somebody came in. 

'^Who is there 1 who is there i" she exclaimed j 
**you can't come in." 

^Oh, it is only me " said a clear young voices 
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a^d tlie tone ^^as 

of one who xner^ly 

and WELs s\ire of" £*- 

said notHing mor^ ? 

vfho ^^^ visitor ixiigl^^ 13^* 

sawMervyn, v/ith ^ bottle 

liaud and el Half-fiH^*^ tomfol^ 

advancing ciuietly tow^a^rds ii* 

"ri?x*, IVIervynl iVo, i:xo- 1 

bete now> X Viave got ^ very 

''Ob, X won't let sLoy of ti 

assure you," said M^erKK^ij ^s i 

and bottle on a little tal:>le. '*^ 

we sKall l>e as q\iiet as possible 

"B\it wliat do you want?'" 5 

"lA?^ell, only a pocUet-Uandk 

swered. "1 got the w^er ^nd 

from XJnole ^Rowley's dresdng-K 

kercliiefs did not dov they ^eK 

Where tio you keep yours? t 

drawer, Vlease don^t mo>fe. "B 

oi^es, lii5,^ molhei's. I siiaff waj^ 



Is youjT ttead ^erv b^dV* 
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J ETHER- 

»nt, so completely a^^ 
; alsert a perf^t ^ 
. that Mrs. M'ddle- 

y turned round » ^^ 
Uer astonishment *r 

eau-de-colo.--^ 
,of-aterintl.eO-' 

can't have any cl 
. bad headache- 

hildrenco"'*^"''' 
lie chil^ir 

j,n shut the door. 

theexclai»>jt,e- 
Ikerchiet ^^^ 
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Taken by surprise, Mrs, Middleton answered 
"Dreadful!" and, indeed j it was so bad just at that 
momentj that she felt incapable of asking the boy 
any questions, or of making any further efforts to 
get rid of him. 

She lay there, forgetful of his presence, till she 
was reminded of it by feeliilg a cold damp some- 
thing laid gently across her throbbing temples. It 
felt like ice against her burning head, and, closing 
her eyes with a sense of keen pleasure in the sensa- 
tion, she involuntarily exclaimed, "How delicious!'' 

**I thought you'd like it/' said the boy, triumph- 
antly; **and as soon as this gets the least warm, 1 
have got another ready. It is soaking in the glass 
now. You need not tell me when you are ready 
for it, because it will hurt you to talk. If you just 
move your hand, I shall understand-" 

Too glad to avail herself of the permission, Mrs, 
Middleton lay still for some time, and then gave the 
required signal Mervyn was watching for it, and 
instantly removed the handkerchief; but, before 
putting on a fresh one, he dabbed her forehead with 
the mixture^ and then blew softly on it. The effect 
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1 



was so cliai-ming, that Mrs. Midc 

dreadiTig every moment that ht 

But Ke seeirried to know exactly I 

and at tHe right moment he stopi 

cold, banciage again^ - ^ 

By decrees Mrs. Middleton i 

head lessen, and a delicious s 

come over lier. The glare of 

which j T^lxen she first lay down,' 

thongK lier eyes were closed, ^ 

pleasant, tliat she began to fee 

there was a monptonovis droning 

for wliicK sire could not account, 

sootliing and pleasant. 

S\\e -was gradually dozing of 

scions tliat at intervals the bai 

was changed, as soon as it grev 

be of use, J 

At last she remembered nbl 

woke some time after, free from 

hy Ker nap. Opening her eyes, 

room i?vas carefully darkened , ai 

sitting a.t the window, reading j 
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if tlie room liad not been so nice a 

way, liow was thaf? I remember th 

up wbeti I first came in to lie dow 

"OH, J^ darkened the room" J 

knew you would never get to slee 

light." 

"It wa,s very kind of you/' she 
warn\th tlnan she usually expressed, ' 
ful< Yo\i must have done it very 
Tine not to Viave heard it. But I ai 
boy, yo\i m\ist have been very dii 
the darlc. I hope you had an air 
"MTell, not very," he answer^: 
not xnatter. It was the only one [ 
thought wovild amuse you. It was 
as if you. h.a<l been reading it^ 
your plaee," 

'*"B\it 1 <ion't quite understand ' 
tOTi; *'yo\x wete not reading it to : 
. ^y the way, 1 did hear a droninj 
as X went off. Could that have I 
^^t loiadl" 

^M^ervyn went off into fits o 
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.^^^^* 
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^^^^ y^ 
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' "Is /^is what you h^,i^^ 
aunt, laugbing- 

"Yes," he answered- 
distressing/ to 'Hydrox>^^<^ 
got to that I left off, for ^ 
sleep/' 

"But were you not lo<*^ ^ 
the timer' 

The answer was painted ^^ 
but he only said., "Oh, as ^^ 

was too busy to think of it/' ^j-^i^ted IVTj-S, I^ 
"But when you left off ^" pr 
"Well, yes— rather/* he j^^P^^^^' 
"then why did you not ^O ^ 
done all you could for me^ am^ ^^^5^^^,^^^:^--^";^ 
"Well, you see, Aunt Lydi^ ^^^^ t^.J-^:-:^^ ^-^ 

WKL creaky hoots on, and I was afc:^^^ 

S| 1 walked across the room." ^"^Z^ 'V 

\ Mts. M^iddleton looked at hm:r«= — 

I if he had been some natural X 

A said, "Well, 1 won't detain yczz^^s^ .m^^m. ^^ ,,j 

M Kun out and bave your game. 

■ wondering what has become of 
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^^P 'TOG^THI 



it ^e<^ ""^t til 



even if 
customed to sit a gre^' Z^^^ "^ 
otYierwise a^xnusing TniTnsei^^' a 5 
couia not really l^e fon^ of ^.j.- 
never liave t>een aol^ ^-^ii::* give 
readily, and amiase ^"^^^^Jf (^ 
As slie tlnoiAglat over it? sA^ ^t±Tv\ 
pull up tKe TDlind. TKe t\^^ ^ t\v\ i 
was Ivlervyn's graceful ^^^^^^ Vx^ 
relieved \jy His Hlue cap. :t^e ^ 
after tlie I3a.ll wliich hac| |. 
furthest end of the field ^ ^ j 
liurled it witH a tremendou^ <^ 
wiclsLet witli so true an aim xv^a 
tlie air- 

"Well donel" shouted his 
should never get that felloe, ^ 

riie next batter sent tHe k 
tKe garden; and Mrs. Midni 
-^- the agility with whie^ ' 
t^^^a, and swung himself c* ' 

bardly ^^t back to his pj^ ' ^ 
came some way above his H^^' ' 
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::"""■ =°--<s We'" ^°"'='^- w, 

®° '-y and '"^«^hr. ^ ^ 
"^^^-n^^tv '^ P^t fro ^'^^ 

*»^d the ^ '' *he ^^_ Sl^e h, 
^"^ neve. ^"""- 
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^ '^^t sj^ '^S sHe ^ ^ kittle 

" » odd. She h ^t-Ie ^-^e] '"ttlc 

» '"Prised, p** t°l4 .*° '^an.**'** 
-d at *. v4''*»-t.. ^^'--If, "«« « 

^^^ Often ^ ^*^t H '«*it: ,.. 

'"'^^^d upon . ^^*i r*. ^^^et,. 

y'^g It out, ^ *l^^tY ^ Ko,. ^^ 
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^^^cked^ ^^^ soothed her cowsci. 

pric e at the sight of Mervyn's cci 

^ ^e ^as not to blame; ' 

elses fault, though ^hose she coul. 

But It wouldn't do. Conscience I 

had «o/ done all she niight in f ; 

for going to her xnothefs room; a , 

-ddenly thought of gathering 1 , 

wild aowers -ri, % -u 

"'no's there 1 \xru 

nerei What do you wan 
said "Vr^, . 

.j^ - ^""^ ^^" t come in;" the , , 

She might add quickly, .o 
would /°^ *^°^'^ waBtthem." 
^ Pick them, and then seek 

^-^^ -h^"' '° '''' ^-ite bra. 

^^^'- weli^ ""''"^'^ ^^ the ^ 

"'^^"^'^ that f '"^^ "^"^-- 
'^^ ^d ""^ '1'''*' stated; 

^""^^^ ^hi""'^'^' ^^^ *l«iost as i; 
'^^^ passing in ij,, ^ 
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There was no mistalting wlii- 

quiry from real interest, and j 

forced lierself to make it. 1 

Mrs. lytidaieton addressed 

lier nepHevr. ^ 

"Tlianlc yon, my dear be 

well again, I don't want fore 

she conclnded, coldly; ''if y< 

pray do not ol3lige yourself 

you do feel it, yo^ certainly £ 

tnanner of sliov*ririg it. I 'wis 

be as thouglntful and unselfish 

there would be no need to p 

yourself. Your enciuiries woul< 

but as it is, I believe you £a 

and TiotbirLg." m 

Nina could not stand it; ^^ 

ran into tlie bouse, J 



a 
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XliROT^i> 



was full of coixipany^ 
sent for. 

The first time after 









*-ery 



>is^* 



-c-^^ 



t,\^^^ 



-asT 



'^yn, 



o\iia not iDe r< 

message came up tliat Ctv^^ ^ a.nd he coul^ 

His astonishment 'was veiry ^^ . ^^^"W^r 

^^' ^ ^ u- ' ^ would not reaiiy 

believe he an<l nis cousxxi£=^ ^ „,^^n 

uncle and aunt again tlrxSLt: ^veni M? ^^ ^-.^ 

tbem good-night. He ^was ^\^^^^^^S ^ 
dressing-room, to see if Irt^ o<?^-^ 
Nina advised, him not^ 

"You won't find Her, IVL^:^ 
"Why not 1 I did tl^e fi^i^*^ da?^ ^^ 
"That was quite a. cli^i^cr-*^' /^f^^^ 
full she always stays Vkritli l!:"*^:rj 
dressing-bell rings." 

*' Bother the company/ / ^ 
will they, Ninal " 

"If these went^ others woul 
be all the*' same. From the fi] 
House IE always fuU," 

*'But, Ninal how can you 
Mssing Aunt Lydia and wbhinj 



^T*' 



< 
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throavn tog 



V 



"" "°«'"' «' *e w»nt of i 
"« 'e.. u. Help hi^ ,„ - 

"ni, It would all *, 
naturally as nr.^ -v., ^^* 

y as possible: but T, 
-om and its lif^ ' J^"" ^^ 

•^--g the ten * ^* '^^ 

never. He "^''^^tes befo 

^^^ was alwa'rr '"""""' -« 

-^ - two u..;;,::;7f -<^ ' 

-°-. he had eivl ^^'^ 

siven It up. 

^"d the *.«■ 

Lr Wn, ^,:;' '' -" hac 

'™°' Of sv„ ■"'Sighed u 
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.^M-r^^^' 



sKe leant her bead upc^^rr ^^^ 
\nvn as he sat huddled czj^ -^ 






^-^> 



^1^ 



4^ g 



SL^< 






ao 



law 



"^TV 



-*^" 



\vei 



^ ^xp 



stindL tUei 



face hidden: a whole 
eyes. Suddenly M^ervyti^ 
met- 

Something in tbeir 
him all that the poor 3t:i^ 
say^ for the l>oy rose op , 
^elf on the floor by her sic3^* 
**Klss me, Nina," 1:lx€= 
claimed J *' nobody ever Iciss^^ ^ 
since the evening motl:ier >?v^^^ 

£^^ ^^^ ^^sr -3W- 



^^p3,ession must ha.1 
- ^T little tongiA^ 



eoi 



.nd 



£s.om el 



And Nina, moved witli ji^ 
him, and kissed him sLg^in ^^^7^/^^^^:^'^^^^^^^ 
"She'll soon come t>acJ^^^^ " ^"^^^ ' -^^ ^^-*^— i— -— ^ 

ingly, 

"Say it again," whispei 
closer to her. 

And Nina said it over an 
^rom that time they unden 
*^er; andMervyn, secure of syi 
M^ understood that, cold an . 
looked, she was not really so; 
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xhko 



»wrN 



:oG 



miratioxx for it. SYve ^^ &^^^ ' 
Ker all tKe ^ame. t/^^^^<:^«-* 
self, TVlervyry's caressing vr^X^ 
She begaxi rather to li^e \)e^^B 
wovLia not for the world K^^^ 
MervyrL's affectionate farewel - 
time, sKe maintained l^er res 
leaving tVie talking to him. 
generally , in their long so-ca/7 
was liis curious store of thoug 
came tumlDlitig out as they rod< 
was always intelligent and intere 
voliArLteered. an idea of her own 
SVie learnt a good deal fro 
from Ills constant intercourse w 
so n-i\xcK l^etter stored than Nin ' 
rf a- great deal in that way, whj 

Have picked up otherwise. Sc 
repeat tilings his mother had sj 
opinions on various subjects.' H 
discnrsive, but always attractive i i 
gion caxne in in its turn, whic 
sliy^ Xt: was a subject on which 
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TJI^<^^^^^ 



and ^ a«3ir^ to oo«ee^l, .^ 

her bs^n.- ^ 

Xhe little prevarications c 

to her. Her rx.otlier's erv'iUt^ 

she did oot e^e for, the Iztt 

savouring of falsehood, were 

and her mother judged accorc 

The practice of saym& 

thought positively wicked, and 

up her mind that, when she c 

give the footman private instri 

Middleton ts at home, but dj 

to see you." 

Nina's religion was as void i 

part of her; in fact, she reprac 

in her religion thus: Ood, U^e 

such and such virtues, and rH 

ance of such and such duties; 

them were punished herea/fer. 

love for his creatures and wi^rft J 

in God than she had been able- 

for herself and a virish ior i^ 

mother. 
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"Well, I xnearv t:^^t j- ^, . 

told a .tory i. ^^ H^^f^^"-^ 

outburst. ^^^ 

"That depexxcls » he a^fd 
on what you oa.U a. story 
act stories, thonor?, 

--d all that sort Of tlxi.^. 
y°u don't, Nitia" K^ . / 

cont^ T ' ^ concludes 

-mrad^ctiox. reached Him-^.t 

dee'^^^ ^°y' in his honest si, 

a- for^"" ^"^^^ ^^^"^ ^^ ^^'^ ^""y "' 

for^^ ^^ pride— and poor little 

-which is an affectation bi 

Scot ^^^^^ ^^ ourselves. Ti 

ti^^^ affectation or deceit of any 
^^Ives on being- candid am 
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^•^-"P tears »™/^ ,„„ ^ 

^^> and . . . and . . " 

for havil *^ ■"" P"**"" 

Ni„ T " ■"""fon the 

-■--trj;"-"*"-- 

- '-.r as ,ou ai^n tr""^ ' 

you won't" A "^.'^®" anyone 

!>«-. promised '''* ^^^'^^ with f 

*^^ --e, and "/^f ^"* ^^^ ^ 

Another tim '° ^^^^'^ 

^""le pictur^^'!"^' Mervyn had 

^'^e Sunday aft" ^ ^^^^Pt^^e stoiy 
O'^n book h.H^x"°°''^ ^^^ Nina, 

listen. "^^ ^^-^d hin, 3,^^^^^ ^ 

^ had gone 



I 
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Ti^:ELO^wnsr TOCi:E 



'^iV^ell, l3iit tell me just \ 
j^iij]. I want to hera^r Ixo^v^ you 
"I told Viim it ^wa,s because 
loved tViexn so mviolL tlxa,t He 
Then Edmund a-skeci me Viot 
even niof-e tlxa-xit oiait xxiotlners lo^ 
how else to e^c^lanin, !B\i.t X co 
that» co\ildL X'i'' A^nci the pec 
■his fsLce, ^vliioli o.l"wa.ys brolc< 
tHougVtt of Itis m other. 

1*^0 axiswer rrOTr\ T^Tina. 
*'M.other says/' lie ^wexit on 
*Hlia.t God sends us motliers 
love IXlm, "We eo\ildn't, sliG 
love Hixn bl\\ a-t oj\€2,^^ becavise 
He teaclies ns to love our raot 1 
l>y that we learxi to love Him. 
q^uite easy, doesn't it, Nina 1" 

" Ves — -but — snppose,^^ said ] 
pose we don't love our mothe 
leaxn then'^" 

"Oh, hut then I never heard 
tha,t, you hnow." 
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A very curious expression 

face at tKese words. She 1<^oUgC 

said a good deal if sh^ clxo^oi 

effort, slie restrained tie^rseli", ^ 

sort of things 'I" \ 

"Oh, all the right thingB^ 

olxedient, and kind to ever^^oTiis 

people who want help^ keeping 

and not being put out i^Oigh th 

you l^now them all, Hina, as 

what I mean is, that when we^ 

we are loving God, whether Tre > 

cause we are trying to please Hi 

Him," 

^ '^But, Mervyn/' she objected^ * 

a-U that. One reads in little stoi 

doing so, and in the Bible th^t < 

^"li; but I never saw anyone really 

Merryn looked at her in asl 

^mute or two, and then said, ""Ai 

you don't know mother as I do," <| 

"I>oes she always?'' asked Kuli 

''Aimays;' he answered proudl 
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OGB 



i 



vmderneatVi was writteti , 'H 

good/ 1 used to say it was 

of her. She always stopped t 

the satne- Then when she 

to grow like Him, 1 used to 

grow lil?.e her. The fact wi 

sanae." 

"A^Tid did your^ asked Ni 

"OVi no," said Menyn; *' 

to grow like either, I never d 

"Yes, you do/' said Nim 

al^s?sra,ys kind and loving to ei^ 

hio^w you manage it^ but yon 

wisli I was like you." 

"Like witf, Ninar' said th< 

sea^rtet- "Oh, if you only t 

^iiselfish, or patient, or anythi 

" WeUj but youVe better 

^^stlessly. *'I don't believe I 

d^ifficult, Mervyn^* 

"Ves, it is awfuJly diffi 
tKingg seem so difficult. Bv 
everybody thinks ft is their i 
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THK<^ 



w^^>J^ 



-roc 






Cecily axia Edtx\\ati<i- 
Annt Lydtia. speaks tO /^^ ^ 
try to KicLe from everybo ^ 
and ,....»» 

"OK, IVLervyn/ sTae e^cclai : 
tl^e impossilDle things." 

"Just wKat I said once to 
"And wliat did she sayl'^ 
" SKe tavight me this verse.- 
impossilDle ^vith men . . • 

"TKerel" said Nina, triun^ 
says they are impossible too/' 

"liut wait," said Mervyn; 
Yovi slionldn't interrupt me in 
possible with God.' That mea : 
xtiakLe tliem possible. I can't e 
ISIina,; "biat if you try, you'll se( 
a.n,d loo"k at the glow-worms." 

^Nixia. sighed deeply; but evei 
idea, or a Strength outside hers( : 
*iJ^st tirxxe into her mind. 

^Va.it one minute, Mervyn," i 



C( 



to ^slc 



yovi one thing." 
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woria, and tlxa.t will 
' be You needn't: t^ll xne wlio 

stairs, wHere heir t^^b^ l^rotl^^i^ 

her Ixeart swelled a,e tli^ ellO^J^. 

how gladly she woiald do ^oj^J 

him^ how winmg:l>- she woul^ 

please him; and how anj-one t 

gain her affections immecim^^^^^ 

her love for her little forotHer,^ 

wayward little heart a. faiJ^iT ^/irr 

of that Higlier love which wor^< 

will and to ao of His ^oad pleasi 

«I see, IVlervyn," she said^ ^ft^ 

*'and now I am ready to look: at t 



Mervyn's influence gradually t 

Imperceptibly she softened^ and c 

reserve. This, in its turn, acted iip< 

found iTv her more and ni^^re of a s^ 

panion, he grew hapx>ier and wore^^ 

Ufe. Tl^ey became tlie most insep^ 

parLioTis, Metvyn came to ba^ f^i^ ^^ 
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XHRO 



W2^ tOGBttt^^- 



violently and at much lor^^er i^^^^^ 

high spirits and power of ejj/i7/DaeTvt 

selves over the uncong'eni^] citc^ii^^^ 

he found himself thrown^ ai^d no 

him laughing and talking with j^^b, ' 

over the country, would suppo^Q h^ 

sorrow in the world. 
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^fjK 



aw^ 



i^oo 



^XH^K 



On their return 



to 



the 



schoo 




.piri^ g.^e w.y- ^^,^^ ^^^ gor| 

Nina, ^w^aited "^^ %^^r^ 

^ -.t^e window where 
then came lip to tne: ^^ 

•■What is the matter, Mervyn? 
"Oh, Nina.!" he exclaimed, mth 
«1 do want xnother so badly- 

Nina bent down and kissed his fo 

refuge in Her old answer* m 

*'She will soon be back again " " 

♦*No one seems to love anyone ii 

lie went on passionately ^ — ^"it is a d 

to be in." f 

Nina was powerless to comfort h 
^ow true it was. Had she not often 
the same feeling herself i 

But she had a cure which had ne^ 
at such times. She would try its po^ 
"Come and see Totty,- she whispt 
The boy raised himself wearily, 
her without a -word. 

So the two children stole tip ^a, 
soWy 3lo^g t^e passage, t^ the bed- 
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THRO WTO" TOGE1 | 



But no sound came from tH* : 
kneeling in the darkness, and ]; 
began it^abne. 

*'Come away now," he whisp: 
And taking her unresisting hand. 

They returned, as noiselessly 
the now dark and silent school-ro^: 

"Come out;^ said Mervyn. '<i 
back into that dreary room." 

So they went down a little bac 
opened a side door. 

The moon wa^ \.' • 

^as shining peacefuj 
lawns and garden^ ^ *u i--ij 

^^ ^s the children <^h 
the grass, and m^ i r . 
1- ^^^ fantastic shaWr, 

Uttle figures. ^^^^^ 

Lights Were ,=^ 
and the voice. r^**^*-Vn, 
within as they_^°*^ the gentlemen , ; 

Thewayth^reV''"'''''^'"^^^^P«^ 
window, and t^ ^^ ^^'^ Past tlie d , 

fitting in grou ^"^ ^^^^^d See in. Tie i 
one old lady ,^ ^^ Ov^, ^^ ..,^, 
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THROWN TOGETHER 

"What is it?" asked Mervyn. " 
or a xnan with his head in his han. 

a-swered, smiHng. "They fought 
^h were Willed. So «.ey are d 

^He hatred ^^^^? '^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
you sir "^ ''^"'^ ^'^^ ^^°ther. 

passed on '^°°'^-'''S^^ to you." 

hate ghost stories." 

'""• Why.L'^!^"^ "I think , 

*-«. do ;*,?'"' >'°" »-<>' Vo. 
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THROWN TOO 



in the light of the silvery xciC 

sound to be heard, and ^^ 

dazzled by the glitter of y^^ 

waters. The peace of it, anc:^ 

fected Mervyn strangely. 

"Oh, NinaT' he exclaimec/, 
think Heaven must be like this^ 
Nina didn't answer. 
"Don't you often wonder 
likel" 

Still no answer. 

"Why don't you speak, Nina, 
talking about Heaven?" 

"Yes — no — I mean I don't kj 
about it.'' 

"But don't you often wonder a 
"No, I don't thi;ik I do. But 
talking about it if you like. What < 
likel" 

"I don't know exactly. One thi i 
not like, and thaf s Granton." 



"I don't . 



quite understand" 



^ 



"I mean that in Heaven everybo, 

Google 
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THItOW^* 



rooB^T 



being with God that ^i^ '^^ 
Heaven. d„ ^^„ .^^ „he ^^^ 



r>o you know she ^^^ 

to go to Heaven if God wer^ "^ 

Nina looked very puzzled, **' 

'"In Thy presence is the ^^^ 

Mervyn; « that is her favourite ve 

S^^ say, it explains it so well- E 

It, Ninal" 

"^° ^ understand wha-t'*" 
"Why that some day v*^e sball h 
that we shall , . 

"No " -1 

■ she said, hardly above a 

"^"^ 3Ust a little. I unrf^ 
you Bee. I t„„ ,^ ' ""dersta 

■>- know that r love nioH, 
I am hapDipet v t ^°the 

PPiest when I am wit], , ' 

Ixelps me to see that .ome ,,, ^^'• 
asmuchasthaUshallbewt ^ 
«^ys I sVvaU understand It bette^ ^^«t l 
"But why do you say I gk ^H 
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seized with ^ sxxperstitious d^ea. 

sliado^ws l>e?^^ 

The gardenei-s story, so la,te 

self upon her iirawiHirtg a.ttentio 

all she told herself ta the eoiatr 

deny the witness of her o^n e 

showed her, advancing steadily 

forms, arm-in-arm, with eyes lik« 

times sensitive and ima-ginative, 1 

just then strung: to their highest 

the scene around, the tYiaughts 01 

had been so lately dwelling, aU coi 

out of the commonplace, and to m 

stitious dread. She felt herself 

standing on the narroi*' boundaryJ^^ 

the real from the unreal, the nstursl 

natural; and she was, for the mon: 

distinguish between the msteria.1 a 

world. Only one thought was cJ^^ 

she had never come. She shivered bi 

approach of the shadows, and iong^"^ ' 

back. Not only did she dtead theiB 

but she felt the thought of li>^"' '""'' 
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THROWN i^ 



OGETHER. 



<-How maT.y cbildrexx has Middleton 
«OK, a large family; seven or eight, 
«I saw a very pretty little boy at 1 
window this evening, but he looked terri 
Wrhat is the matter with him^" 

"AVell, that's a sad business. He ha 
a day's health since he was bom. I c 
he Has struggled on so long. But he 
live to grow up, poor little fellow . . . 
fellow I . . _ _ 

And the voices and footsteps passec 

the other side of the water, and were 

distance, Like birds of evil omen the 

and everything rejoiced at their departi 

air grew still again, and the sweet seer 

resumed their sway; and the moon 

peaceful as before. Only one thing ^ 

The trees, waving slightly in the breeze 

bend their heads and listen, as if wai 

missing sound, as if listening for the cl 

^o speak again of love and Heaven 

waited and listened in vain. When the 

reaelned one of the two little figures ii 
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room, now full of gr^Ji tl^toei? 
and drinking tea- 

T^he cKild, fitting hy i^ the datl^^^ 
to see her mother, the ^aye^t of *^ 
herself and chatting gaiJy; h%e/ 1^^ ^^ 
door open, and the two smo^^rs ente 
very one who had pronounc^^ Totty 
rant take a chair hy her mother's sid i 
laughing, into a conversation with hct. 

The child could hear the motlaet i 
even at that distance j and it jarre<i 
she turned shudderingly away. 

''Can she know?" she asked hers 

*really know?" 

Only too readily the answer cai 
quick stem jiidgmezit of the young. 

"She knows, and she does not car , 

Wildly her heart swelled with the 
lion that Totty should be so despisec 
for. It bore down even the fresK K* ■ 
which she had been overwhelmed jxis- 

She let Mervyn lead her upstaLirs 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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THROWN TOGETHER. 



these thouglns recur Po . 

fantastic terror, to '.t. '^*'^* ^^^« ^ 

h- P^^^--, ,,d ^^.^^^; ^-«cy could th . 

highly civiii,,^ df*"'*^ «^-y indeed be , 
all our enligi,,,^ Jj ^-^ ^'^^ ^^^ere son.e 
Ghosts in ^i^. ^^^' ^e shall never 

headless ^^, ^ir^' '"^"^^^ 

are laid f^^ ^^^; ^^^^ other creations c 
long-past age ^,/ ^'^''P*^ ^^ay with the 
^-turing an^i^,.^^ ^g^^^rance and super 
less dread: ,^^^^ l^^T"^^ '^^'' ^^ ^'■ 
night .lumbers. " '^^^ ^^osts that rr, 
^-- till time Shan b, "^ "'" ^-Ik t, 
^^ no more. 
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"Oil no, I won't, IVXex^^^ . 
^ "Why, last Sunday yo^^'^^ 
^--^ twice, and turxxbl^^ " ^^ 
time von C4. J ^A^cx over 

^ you stood up." 

"There^l hardly v.^^ ' - 

;';^-- are such a' o^\r-^ *^ 

^^-k there are four l^I' ''""^'^ 

-- gentlemen besides ^"" "^""^ 
will be!" papa. ^J 

^--^^"^ as 'he"^'" "^""' *- -^ 
letter. ^^ ^'^^^ dowrx a 

•You're so kir,^ 
never wiu.„ ^' ^^<i find « 

"^-h TtJl^ ^''^^ *^-- ^e/b: 
^^---l^er thoteT '." ^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
''^^"« -o sill .""^°'^^°™-^' 
^"-''^ you. V, *""^ *° ^-- ^et , 

^^^vyn/'^'^^'^-'^'^^dallth. 



^^" Pew .. ' '^^^^"^ ^'^^ l^^ving a 



*" '^^ Pew .. ' "^'''^' ^'^^ l^^ving a 
' sl^ewenton. "I like se. 
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court the 



^«RowN TOO 

ev ^^GETHi 

windox^r. ^^'^i«€r before ^i. 

These ^ 



come and 3a3. Tj?"^^^-, Men^ ', 

Mervyn "^^^^ do v^ 

lace and ou*-.,^ -^ ^n a _ 

hung back, ^^^ ^thout ^pe,, 
sudden -tra^ee\ ""^ ^-ghtene. 
conscious direetiy !^ ^'^^«»ed her. 
The differe^^^ f '"^^^h hair a> 
and those of j^ °®t^een her c] 
*"orcibly, and she i^ ^^P^evv struck 

*^r, and why ' "^^^^Jy. ^. ' 

your' , ° ^°« Put ^^^ 

Cecily blushed all 
something unintelhg J, '^'^^' -na 

"Why can't voi, . 

"' *^« hands pCr^^'«- t 
"«" hand is i„t,,.. 3h, ,^^ 
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iU her good looVS, a.n<i 
T enters for appearing to s^, 
,,,;tUat they W been JJ^^^ 
>,a^ caiiifid all before nim. 
angry «^th A.m. 1* 
bright, at^d ^° pleasant, that ^ 
the old lady should T^^^^ ^^ 
him. She left the room in a i 
went to put on her things ^'^^ * 
As soon as Nina '^^^ ^^^* 
joined Mervyn , and they both 
room window, watching the paij 
lawn. ^H 

"How smart they all are," 1 
the gowns and the parasols; eva 
sun. There go,s ^^^j^ ^,^,^7, ^ 

Lydia? Oh! thpr» , cwi 

T -. 1 , "^^ She comes. Shi 

Mervyn, ^^ ^^^*' ^^^* * 
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4 



X 



^..S7 







'^ea 



/;/^4. 



0. 



So 






""=*1 heJ "Middle „, 

*^i^<i to '"^^ed to ''^'^ ^° 

^-i-^ I' ^^- could tW "^^ "^«' 
<l-^n.^ '^^'■^elf i^ *^^«k Of her li 

"^-^ ^O- ^lear T,'- ^- be 
^-^o.. -^^ or ,,, J^us does < 
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^2Ly on, ana IS/LGr-vyTX was rurLninj 
^gj^tly ^e ^ell l>aclc, a^iKi ca,me to 
t^Ninst, yvhy do yo\i st£Ly t>el:xi 
1*1 don't know^/^ 

uWhsLt is tKe matter^ ISTirxa,^'' 
ttl don't knonv-^' 

*^Come a.nd ta^llc/' l^e said, p\ 

Ty^lada^me. Nina did not xesist 1: 

I' The clergytnark sa.id just t 

didB^t l^et" tte said tiriumplitaiat: 

of \iet all tKe time, Wlxo ^*ve: 

"Totty," slie answered, i-ox: 
by Teds sympatlTetlc appreoiatiorx* . 
Mervyn", didn^t you'J*^ 

And siie \ooked ratlxer a.x^xio 

"OTayes.," Tne said warmly; ^ 

word." I 

3ust tlien Colonel Middleton j 

to Mervyn, and tlie boy r^n ^ 

xegretiing tl\at tlvclr conversation 

ruptly l^roVen off, TSlina did not re 

state iii wliieli he Kad found hez 
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received ^i,,^ "" ^««^t„h^. j 

say. "--^-m.tfon. b,, ,^^ ^^ 

"^"* 1 <lon't like 1 - ' 

-amng for ,^^ hour. ^^"'''"" ^^ ^^d 
dull and lonely,^ ° ^*^«ie; ^^^^ 

Nina had j 

prospect. She""!"^'";^ ""^^^ ^ '^"«Ie dj 
louch, and to i„,,^ '^"'^^ ^o p^^e U 
together; but .j,^ ^J^^-ard to their li 
•^^-^^ So ,1,^ ^-- glad he shoul, 
mem appear. '^ »ot let her own 

"^ ^^=^^1 go to K I 

"Ve.;..^j.^^^^^soo„.,,,,^^J 

-y -ay to bed . he"'r^ '^" ^°- -« 
^ ^* was an ^^. ^^^^ eagerly. | 

""^ f"^l Of fear^ '""^ '^ight before anc 

^°«e down stairs. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A Midnight Scene. ' 

ball the next e '''^ ^^^' ^'*^^^^*°" 
it Mrs. Midtj,^^^^^^^' ^^^ ^^ *^^5 
the events of t^^** "^"^^^ ^^^^ g' 
very successf^, ^ ^^^^^"8- She hs 
she had provid ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ 
room; and sh ^*^ ^°™® °^ *^ 1 
"«arly all the q^ ^^^^elf had be< 

^ great satisfacti^^*^^^^^^ ^^^ ^*"* 
'^ kittle shaky ^^'^ **^ ^^er, beca 

;'^^ «^e was censor ^^' "S^' '' 
'^^^^^^d looked '^^ ^ «^iddl 

"";'' that she ' ^'''' ^^«' «o 
'°^ ^^« mother. ""^^^^^ntly in < 
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-«^0W« TOOKTHEX.. 

"Too bad of Wilson," .^uttered JVf 
"she accustoms tiim to this wal-kirvg, 
and now he can't sleep without it." 

She walked on; ^^^ the wailing ii 

she stopped again to ^^s^en. 



Wetter; b^^ X rrxvi 



"Perhaps he is 
and see what is ^c 
gown first." 

She went into \i^^ '^''^^^^^g-roorn , . 

her maid; but the ^O^^^ ""^ ^O^ing- pursi 
there, and she bega*^ ^^ ^^* "^^^^^y. 

"Go up to the ^'''^^^' ^"*^ ^^^ 
"latter with Master T^^"**^''* ^^^ ^-^^^^ 
^°on as her maid app^'^'^*^' 

She walked up ^nd down ratier res-/ 
^''^^- «So tiresome, if ^e is goi^S to 
*lson is away." 

he ^''^- ^liddleton had no experience 0/ 
-«cept- '^"° ^-d been strong; and ToW 
\ViUo '°!'' '^^^ ^'^"^ ^'^vays given over 
1:1 ™^^*^- °^ health. She 
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90 THROWN TOGEtHI 

less in the absence of the xiurse. 
nursery-tnaid was helpless too. 

It was such a sudden change 
she had. left — so quick a transitio 
on which her mind had been so 
her fear she jumped to concN.>3.?.\c 
a new sensation for her. Sh«^>cv^t 
or conceived the possibility of S 
the idea rushed upon her, 
ness rose i„ her breast, aw ^^' 
llT; Of an her chndre^,":^ 
east spare. «He is the only , 

-reon.es to be kissed, or sho. 
'""' ^^ unwonted voice in her 1 

ZZT ^^^^°-^^"^^-^ too, wei, 
he advanced very nervovxsly i, 
It Was ^^ith Vi^ 

moH^ r "■ "^"^ i«lperlo^ 

motioned awav rt,^ 

on the bed. '^urse.cry-icx.ald 

^"t she had fx 
^n- would he ,^°'"^"^^-- ^-- 

nd flowers coxnirv^ Wo ^. 
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Mrs. ]VLiadleton 



and Jane 



bot 



be raving, till the letter pereei 
just caugHt tlie necklace and 
Middleton's neck, making tliem f 
^^I think it's the diamonds, 
timidly; for all tlie servants w 
Middleton, 

"Then undo the thing and ti 

mistress, harshly; *' and be quick 

She came near and held 1 

Jane should unfasten the clasp. 

light played upon, her tiara, ar 

again. 

"Her ha^ir . . . the fire! ... 1 
With no gentle hand IVtrs. J 
tiara froiTi her head and thrust i 
and bracelets, into Jane's hand. 

"Take them and throw thei 

she exclaimed. Her voice sour 

and the ha.nd which held out the 

a httle; hut her face was immov 

"Totty, aon't you know man 

bending over the child. 



\ 
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"But, ax^, ^ 
in despair,^. ^/"'^ ^^^^^ ^oy," sh, 

felt she would .• ^^^ i^ ' 

able to find out XT'^^'"^^" 
and to be the one ^ ^"""^ ^^' 

°»e to soothe him 

H« ^as getting verv . • 
sleep seemed slighter eve^'*"^' '" 

made him cough n^^re vi 7 "''*"' 
was getting q^i^^' «>lently; , 

she turned sharrH^ ^ '"^^ 

. . ^^ ^^^iici upon T 
"HOW xs u you ean>t ^el 
"I'm very sorry ^ , "^^"^t>< 
^t s clean gone out of ^^' 

iti a minute if ^^ ^^^ head. 

tUiite well, for it's slee^ "^ ^^"^"^ ^ 
thing,, ^® ^ant 

«But ^^^* is to be d 
sleeps e3ic^^'^^<i Mrs J^''^ ^^ ^ 
'- there ^^ ^^^ ^n t;^^ ^^'"^--- 
^^ild sur,^ ^"^ ^'"-P> «»eht ?'" ^ 



V 
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There, standing in the dooir^ 

^^s in lier little white nigVit^^ 

^ere bare. Ker dark hair Ixi^ 

s^oti^ders, and she earned a. littl 

The hght, shiining on her fea^t 

handsome little face, wearing iti 

ptession. Steadily she advance 

and her motlier , bending over T\ 

to the door, did not perceive Ivq 

and nearer sVie came^ lier eyes 

tnent, and yet Kavmg in them ^ 

sion, as if they reached on to ht 

side, and sa^v nothing either to 

the left on tl^e way. StiU Mr^' ' 

\ook round. Xotty began \.^%%\t\ 

lessly than ever, perpetually moi 

so sleepy. Sing Dinah, mamtna 

"My pooT little boy;^ exclaiir 
"1 wlsK 1 could. But I don't kn 
1 never lieard it." 

"1 can sing it;' aaidade 
by; and 'Mrs, Middton, tun 
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C-arry me, Nina; p^t me to 
answered, " Yes, darling, j ,„,, 
Mrs. avCiddleton watched her 

oveVxr '^'"^P'^^ down the lar 
arrln °*^'-^' ^^"* ^^^k the hair f 
^iT^^ ^^^ nightgown about hii 
Tt t '''°"i«l-«»ent, the eyes that , 

P-tsofth7" -<^*^P^^bxea 

-«<! she wL '*"'*'•='"' "' 

wgj^ *^ *oo bewildered to sp: 

. "T '''^^^^^'^^h, Nina; sing Dina 
T,, r ' *i^Ung, I wiU." 

*hat cold • ''°*"* "^^'^P^"" come 
»^i«i in h ""^^"°"^ ^"'^^ How 

^'^^^ on r ^'^^^' ^^ ^°^ ^°^f 

Fearia„ tl ^^ r*'°"^^«'^' ^d his art 
^S that hf- »v.« u 

"^'^^l round h "^ '^°^^' ^^^ 

spouse ^ «ft-repeated entreaty 

'^"■^ugi, ""T"' "^"^ «°ftly the qu, 

.-K-i . *he room a«/i .,. 

-K,, . om, and the plai, 



*:hU^ 



*^eases. 
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; coi^iia not tell i^hy ttio^t loi 
c lireast to do for ber \^c$y wl 
isired, nor wliy lier liea^rt wa,s sc 
[jle. And tUen to see anotlier — 

^^Ti cl;\Ud step in wt\ere tliere 

t^er, and do w^Kat she Kad beei 

complisK! And do it, too, in su 

vsfay. Thai was wViat galled he; 

both so independent of her, the 

N^ras an outsider, a looker-on; she, 

who bad always l>een accustomed 

and to be put before everybod; 

nobody- It was a sore humiliai 

and ber pride ^were alike hurt by 

"AVby do 1 not gain my chi 

sbe asked berself bitterly, as she 

pacing up and down — both see: 

her, so near to each other. 

In spite of berself, she was h 

them ; in spite of berself, she adm 

tbem. Ixv spite of herself, Nim 

bending over the sleeping boy, , 

filled Her with a new feeling. ST] 
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iced it. Generally, sKc? £LSonbec 

Nina's face to the child's ma-tUJ 

>ud, unaccountable. But lic^w' 

s now'* How could stie mistal^ 

lich pervaded every line of tfie 

ending over the sleeping boy? d 

Nina, all this time, was cjnite ux 

mother's presence. She w^as enti 

er little brothers and had forgotti 

ler anxiety for him. Up and dow^ 

md down, still softly singing tha m 

watching with trembling anxiety th 

her shoulder, lest the child should a 

Satisfied at last that he was sh 

she signed to the nursery-maid to 

bed, and then gently laid him da^ 

last she continued singing, lest the^ 

tion should rouse him. 

Her labour of love coznpletedf 
on a chair exhausted, arms and knj 
bling under the boy^s weight. 

Mrs. Middleton's impulse was to 
arms and thank her, so great was 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Wat to the Knife. 



Mrs. MiDDLETON woke the next 
that Tolty had passed a good night. 
well. Things often look very dL\ffer> 
and she told berself she had loec 
alartaed. With the night, too, her 
feeling passed away, and she ace. 
weakness with regard to both childrei 

Nina-s conduct, certainly, still 
surprise, bnt it oeased to inspire hCI \ : 
envo^n. She ,.,.,,^ ^^^^ .^ 

co^d not nnde..tand it the least . 
habit to be a gr^at ^ i . "^ ^ 

andthatsheexte . '*''°«- 

ne exercised a very strnn„ 

h-n. w« also v«y <i,„ ' *»« 
^^<^ Mrs. Middleton try 
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but rather lioped tlie nurse jni£ 
throw some light upon tUe subje 
Wilson, in defending: herself, 
to throw the blame upon Nina;, 
course, if the child expected his 
been put to bed, he lay awake m: 
"AVhat do yon meanr' asked 
Wilson answered, that for so 
had been trying to iDreak Totty o 
seemed a little stroDger^ and ha-i 
put bim to bed awake; but that 
returning at suppei-time to see he ; 
on, she had found Miss Nina sing ' 
The conversation lasted some i 
was over, Wilson was dispatched t • 
to tell Miss Mliddleton she was tc 
her mother's dressing-room. 

When tbe nurse was gone, Mrs 
to the open window and leaned oi 
^^g on the events of the night, a i 
passed between lier and Wilson. '• : 
i^g to settle ixx her own mmcf wfi 
say to Nina ^wlien she appeared. 



V 
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weapons were a strong will, t 
termination, and the power of ^ 
see how she fared with them. 

Three months ago that ^^^ 
^aced the struggle of their live.'. ^ 
We thexrs before thexn x.o. . 

J>o you warxt me, mamxn^; 

sured tones h ^ ^ ''^ ^^^^ 

She ree^e^ "^'^^^ °° '^^ — 

-itH it" """^'^-^^^^ *e little . 

-^^^whitre~'^'^^*-^' 
^-- shet;;rr'^^"^^' 

^e^in, lest «!, ^ '""'^'^ '^^^ 

had dismayed her before. 

^---nt ;" *" "°^^ "-^g in the . 
^-r ^' ^'^'l-P-ndent tone. Just so 

^■^11' 1. ?' ""^igl^tJ hurting and . 
* ^"« and galled her now. 
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^,^^g w^^ per^oxx^l relief. 

T-he p^A^ little sohool-room { 

^ different oreatiare to tKe l>eauti< 

^^^^ of last :nistLt; and she felt 1 

^oug^t or the tatslsL wliicrh lay he^ 

income in, a^na shtAt the doorj 

¥fina ol>eye<i, and came and 

^er mothei:, wlio had meanwhile 

ati arm-chair. And then there wa 

waited q.uietly for her mother to; 

^iddletOTi felt tliat notliin^ was j 

T^eie she sa.t, and there, opposil 

erect, motionless little figfure, ^ 

Tlve tic\?.ing of the clock, andj 

tlve fixe, were distinctly heard m| 

reigned It\ the room. 2Vfrs* JVIidc 

proTjoV^cd with herself at last for ri 

to l^egiii, hut feared being at a dis| 

hvLrried ixLto the discussion too ungi^ 

*'Totty is better,"* she said at laM 

Clearly >lina had tiot expected 1 



K 
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.a don't i^|,'!^*^'»tly whet, it 
""""'^^b ""^ *^e exact ho, 
"Yes." '^'-^ 3-ourhairw 

«'Was it T^ 
«yes.'> "^^e 3-ouwered- 

'"^^ '' direct, 
i>o* -^ 3^ou were i 

fore I was ^all ^ *^^ answe 

what o'clock ;^ ' ***^^ctly l ^o 
" Was.*' 

that sore ^„^, ^"er this. 

saw that ISli^^,^ reeling ina 

own, and th^. ^'^xiety had b 

enquiring ^^^^^ *^ad been b. 

and lost >,e^ ^ ""^ ^oys heal 

"And p,,""^^^'^- 
*a»cy to To^^ ^^"^ ^°^S is it 
manner, .cj ^^" ^^^ said, in j 

This sudden 
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^ g , sfle resumed 

be^^ " /^^ ^-^^'^ Of ^^. 

can^^ remember." ^ ' ^' 

^-That is nonsense, Nina- 
^-f J r^^/j. can'f ij,_^ 

rf^^Then think." 

^Xhe ticking Of the clock 
the ^re again made the«.sel. 
Mi<lc31^'o« wondered if ^. 
and ^''''' ^^ourse was to ^ 
not. 

-^Ut Nina raised her hearf 

^* Jt may be two years 
for s*:^ 1«»S that I ean't rerr"" 

^^TS. Middleton ^as 

ishment "Why, Wiu"^^"' 

'^ilson didn't 1 ^^ys 



a ne^^' - - ^c^^st tew 

,^ VV^ilson didn't tt. 
.^-r^io no r^»,.. 



,. j:>id no one ever fen 
**jSro, no one . '^^^1> 

e*:e*<=^Pt who?" ^^*^^Pt . 



V 
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"At any rate, now that 1 
You must never do it again, 

The hot blood came ri 
f«:e and neck, and she pre 
together. She lost all cont 
moment. 

„ "N-v-r do it again." she 

"--eoandseeTottyatn 
niamma. vr»., 

' you can't mean it!' 

1'^"' I 'io mean it,» ansv 
And why?" burst out N 

Mrs. Middleton, taken b^ 

what wTl!! 'r ^"''''' °"' 

---^"r:trb"°^ 

"«»nB. He? °" "• 
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thing to your mother! — a wre 
you!" 

An atigry retort rose to N 
heard a sound in the gard 
checked herself and listened 
voice, calling to her in tones 
citement, 

"Nina! Nina I where are 

letter from mother , and I wa 

Oh, Nina! it is such a dear le 

And a sound followed as 

turously kissing the paper 1 

confronting- each other wit! 

stormy faces, both heard the 

embraces; both recognised 

tones; and both instinctively 

one from the other, 

Mrs. Middleton turned 
window, and pretended to 
Nma hastily <3a.slxed away a 
to her eyes. j 

"^ou are tHe eoldest, t 
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THROwi^ xoge; 
I should brealt my word 



I 



Her eyes filled with tears 
alas! as i?^e have said, Mrs- ^ 
mind had changed too, and 
herself for having shown we£ 
child for liaving noticed it. 

She tKought, too, that Nim 

the sense of being defeated, ai 

upon the temporary advantage 

turned round, and spoke sharp 

plainly that she looked opon tl 

as those of task-master and si 

lier commands accordingly- 3 

she liad \5een thwarted so resoh 

site wa-s determined it should b 

Nina^s spirit was roused ' 

^^gri-ly and disrespectfully. Ti 

^f good behaviour was thrown 

^iletoti realised that she had xei 

*luenee over the girl whatever. 

^^ fhat gaUin^g moment s 
<^oe<iieiiee is woxth which is m 
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V 



'r '"•>- S:h*^ '^C: "^^--^ 

««um ^/"^ vvor^,^. '° live 

•-« a„o, j7 »'as Hot ^"-^-^ 1 

*■= "-de up ' ""1 «ft, *''« ^ 
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bad Presentecj i^ ^^^' 

mnch over what ^ '^^« so ^^ 
eluded she«, ""^^M be 

Pria, ^"'. too, .h'-^^^iy- 

h„, ■ '»«gW ,i.; *"«<1 be, 
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passed, she 

•»°r« caln,,/^"-'^^'^ to think of 

J^ad not been '"^^''^* '^ <=. 

'"g done aU she "-^ "*"' *^^ ^*^<^used t 
t"ed xnore to J^""'?^* °" Ws behalf. 

°-^h--din«:e ''^"^*^^-n 

T '^y^n^ thisto^ ' '"*' ^^^ -"' 

" '^'' ^lie J^ ' "^"'^^-^s prohibit 
raised „ ^*^st try to r.1. 

. ^ *^°^ a Tir^ .^ "" °bey it. , 

""•^^ given ,H '^ ^^s too w 

;"J"^-tion, if ^"^"S *° try and ao^ 

"^^^^-n wa/'^- ^-, tha^^i^-^ 
'° ^-r bed ^""^ ^°-n to d ^'''• 

' *^^^-- Of !r' °^^^ hc-^^"^'^ 1- 
^***^ howling „. *^*-ro 
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t^ listen,. Her v 

^hen -h *^Ps nearly touching h 

that shi=. ^^^sed her head again, si 

light sh ****' ^'°"^ ^i^ ^^'^ ™<^ 

^^•isj and -^^ ^ ^^"^ ^'"™^ ''^ ' 
that figure she recognif 

Very fe ' 

from Ktj.g .^ ^^<^ stern were the 

'^^ till they ^^'^'^ ^^P^- She , 

1^« daughter^* '''*° *^^ P^'^^^' ' 
she WotUd 1^ '^^' ^^^ ^^'^ "ot be 

t« see. '^^"^^ ^ad stationed hers, 
against the ^r ^^^ '^°"^^ for th 

^>^-<a to , ' '"'•^ --d certain , 

*"^ ^- the T"" "" °^--ance 
'^ *ii«erao ^^^ti'^e Nina w 
any ^,^^^^. and not . ^' ^^ 

whL ""^^-ieation '**^"^P* *« 

^°^"^^- "'^^^-oth. 

*^^' and i^i^ " tJieri disar^ 
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quietly in ^rx. 
---r hC ^'^ *=^^"™g- But, tl 

'^^^' and t ^'^""- ^»' then, 
her object "^^""^^ ^^^"^ ^^« 
*'i^e to To ^""^^^^^y ^he wou 
^^'e had °'*^'^ condition, had 
'^ent for aT-'^^"^" ^^^ ^P 
*^^ i^ Her r '' ^"*° *^- «"' 

^^P^ ^ina "^°'"*'°"- Wilson >. 

^^- how to ' ^'^"' ^-* it 
f^^^^-^tion :r^"°^*^t. She 

^^-'i heen XT "'" *^-t ^he v 
^^^-..JJr^^^dden to approach 

^'^"-^ morning, ,,, 
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THROWi^ TOGETHK-. 
short, tlni- *i- 
then .-. night would soon 

doetor. "°"'^ '^ '"^^^ ^iffi-lt 

' I must do it at once. Bx: 
*He roo,^°* "^ ^"^ """^"^ -«tle 

father jl "^^^^^ "^^^ 

b-m Of L"""'*' '°^""^' 1^-ve 
more. "'^"^^^ ''"* ^--^ taken 

th^ ^^^ ^^*"* '^^ s*ool-roo,« 

""•^ smoking '^ootn, wei 

:r '^ ^- hat were J. "^^'^^ ^^^ 

Put; ""^ ^'« g-at-coat , 
f^^ ^eady tr^ ^^> glove 

^"^ -ot^et^! "" ^-i<ie^tly gc 

by v^ ^^^ Started, iv ^ 

/ *l^« hall clo A, ^^^ ^e 

^ ^ould „^ ' ^^ 't-hat if jf,^ 

soon. v/oxi,Vd It 
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CHAPTER VII 

The Storm. 



^o^/^L Mir>r>LExoisr i^v-as s 



that da^ 

y^y a.xid cast about for som 
stroller? • 

"^ into his wife's t>ovi<iorr, ^ 

"^^ letters fox the aftemooxx post 
^^ ^^intls, saying tliat tlxe sxi 
^^Pet. 11^ ^j^^^ pxxlled therrx uj 
^em behirxd a oloixa, arid Mr 



«-»:>*=^ 



^1=^ 



plained of tti^ df^' ^ l^T"' ^ 
thought he disoo^^^^^. ^5^^ ^ 

Order, a»^ *^^^ *^^ ^^! ^^^t: ^^ 
he pvi\^ed it u^x> ^tt^^ ^^«* ^x^^ti 



^ V\c»\ex4.c;e fo* _ "^'=*^»<'~t> 



■o.o\s^- 









^^wx 



^^ 



J^^' ^e xixiL<3La\e. ^^^^X^^V^ 



;^^ >v]tien. x^tx^ Cot 



k 






TJUHO ^W^SLS 



the 



vti 



the 



^utl 



ha' 
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necessity Of eare i„ ^ 

wrhen sitting ^t th '^P'^^S '^is per. 

was so very m^ ^*^ Particular writing 

behind. * ^^y to be spurted o: 

"^* Only ^ 

^'y >vants a r.n 
commonest csir *^^^'" h' 

The footi^a^ n'"'"^'^ P'^^^^'^^ it.» 
hand; but ^s h ^^*^^®cl respectfully, 
in the ^a^ipjg^^'^*^ innocent of wri 
did not fan upo^!!^' ^°^°^^1 M^iddi 
such eloquence ^ ^^"^ ^^^^ that v 

Pleased i. ^^ entitled. 

^«'<=-> and having I ' '''*^ *^« sou 
ton now x„3.^^ J Ms hand weU i„, ^ 

-ss Of tKe ,,^r^" '-«^arks on the 

- the scouring a,^ 
S^t no serv 
"^"^ for the nell^''' ^^^^^^ stand K 

to '^ Mn, ,, ^ --re not in his^ 



V 
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8 th^o^^w-T'O^ -: 

"Ohl please "Ro-wley-^ 

ive you tieen tearing mj:i3 'i 

**Only notes tliat xMxjg 

go. I can't ttiink wl^3r > 

lave been ansAvered." 

"Bat how do you kxiof*^ 

L wisli you would not do t 

suiting me, I do believe yo 

one I was just answeriix^^ 

vancing to tbe table, and 1 

torn papers, "yes! ihaf you I 

to shreds. That is Lady X 

was an invitation to go the 

haven't a notion what day sht 

it is very tixesotnel" V 

Colonel M:iddleton felt rati 

quite know bow to defeud him 

"'Well, you will he the 

Middleton, biting her lips to \ 

tion, *^for you ^m i^g^ your ^^^ 

Colonel Middleton was alw 

to see his wife in a rage, and pi 

vokingly indifferent; but the ind 
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very well to-day, or else you ax€ 
is nothing tlie matter with Totty. 

*'Oh yes, papa., tliere isl" sli* 
sure there is! I cion't tliink: ma: 
she would send for tlie doctor 
please ask her to send for him?" 

"Get up, my dear child, an i 
chair> I don^t Quite understand 

Nina seated herself in the a 
gan to pour out all that sh 
say. 

Colonel Middleton sai^, by lie: 
the nervous twist of her hands, 
much agitated, and got puzzlec 
sufficient cause. 

"i:>id you conne here to tell rr 

'*Ves, papa.^' 
"And whyl''^ 

"I thought you would ask m; 

the doctor," 

Colonel Middleton looked ,x.u. , 
♦ ^^ *« nurses saw 



any occa; 
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L^- 



out ridin/ 



ing to the coacl-irtian 
enormity "i** 

shook Ker He^dL- 

"So yo\i -WELxit to make me V: 
1 couldn't unciertalce to media^^ 
really. If s Tvot in my line/' 

"OTn, papa! I don't W3.rtt 
about me, oxily to try and persuii^^ 
the doctor for Totty." 

''3ut -wliy — supposing. Tor trl^^ 
ment, t\iat Totty was ill (vv^h£ojj 
you tKlnlc you know better ^ 
and tlrve nursesl ^N\v^J , m ^^^x\. 
the matter into your \v3wT\ds ^\. ^ 
you'i" 

"1 love him so, papa!" 
Tine woTds lim^t Ctorcv t\v^ 

to say >j^^,^ 



^^1.^ 



^^^V-»j^^ 






^^w 
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144 THROWN TO€3E;T:Fi^;^^- 

was very stxoiagly marked- E^^i^xie^ 

written on every line of lier& ^ c^s^xe^Ve^^ 
on his- 

And in tlmt moment t^lrve c^VkW^A 
saw that what she felt \\^ -vsr <i> x^'V^^u 
what she comprehended s<z> <:il.^ ^^JmrVy 
never understand. 

Swift a.s an anow tjiere sfio^ ^rie^:^^ 
convictioxi that she was w-astixa^ H^t- tfr: 
ing her strength in vain; tla^it sH^ 
rnake more impression on liini th^n 
fall would make upon the shifting san^ 
next 'Wave would efface a.\to^e\i)Lve:i* 
thought smote upon her , ^i^^x^aSx cx» 
hearty despair which would hai^e b^t^w^ ^ 
contempt, if her sore hea,rt hacf ha^^ - 
^tKer feeling. 

She turned away without a word — - 
*i^cir behind her. 

We need not follow the poor J/r JSr mr 
stairsj noT through the evening that fr 
^s night closed in, all her fears retu 
^^ubled intensity. All hope of the 




^ M^^ 





lOogle 



i^b 



TTHKO'WJSr -rOOETltEg 



leallsed. — — Totty ib ta,Ic€ti:i ill; stixd 
and tKe doctor is Far a-Trt^aiyl 

AVitK a, l>eatmg heart sine s^rh 

crying, "OKI wKy didn't they listei 

wouldn't tKey Relieve ^ivlvstt I said?" 

VBLgxie ideas of mnnirig as she 

and tneadow^s to fetcli him pass tHn 

vfho ^ould iDe so fleet as she? 

There is tio feeling of triuxnpl 
child's breast tliat the event has pre 
and that she is justified in her foreb* 
only a deadly fear. 

She gropes her way to the door, 
every Vimb^ and grasps the handle i 
hand. It seems to resist, and she stea^ 
and tries again. Still she cannot o 
handle turns, btit the door will not opt 
"1 must have bolted it by mistake/' 
impatiently, and she pulls nervously 
^^It. AH to no purpose; and the chih 
Tnore and more agitated. 

Suddenly a thought seems to daxt 
^ind, and words to ^vhich she has Hithei 
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^ ^^^^'''''^^ her train. 



Her 






t::h 



^^ Of:* 

t " 



x« tl.e pun,shn.ent of whic/, 
tl^^ -.1-- ^nd certain niea., ,j^^ ^^ 
€^j^^ui-^ t^ompJiatice with her ^ 

CI,- ^^-^^^li;^-^ ^«.ed within . 



2:1 ^j-s^- 



1:1 



«^^ ^^^ called alr^ 



^^ou 



"■*■ mamma.' I >, ^-^^^ 

Crouching ag^i ^*- -^.^^ 
r^mered upon it ^„y, j,^^ ,.._ *^ ^===^ 



t : 



laa-OTi^^*-^^ Upon it ^jtj, j^g^ ha^^V 
tlae c3ooJ-i Open ft, j .^^ , Op^^^^^'' 

r t^»uxlder «.as the answer, ratfj 
»^ laex- Iiead till ,^^ ^^^ r^^'^r^ 
t w-aa a kind of relief to ^^ ^ 



ad ^^^y^^^^^sJ^e^d i"*" "'« darkness of 

txtT^i'^^ ' little figure crouching u *:>^ 



.ic^. Jt --^ .-. kmd Of relief fo ^ ^ .^^ 







*x^ 



tOO 



le 




aoor. It played about her, and she felt t^ 
. . , « ,1.. A\A Tint start 



— ga I 



ooor. It played about her, anu bu^ *- 
flasl:ied in her face, and she did not start 
The thunder hurled with her anathemas ^ 
TTxotlier, and she hashed upon her vn ^ 
witH the lightning 

heavi 



Down came the tonents of ram, \>^ 



the Avindow as if the very doors o^ 
open^ing and the waters pouring out- 
It was a fearful storm; but the ^empe' 
Without was as nothing compared ys^ith the 
raging in the heart of the child. ^q j^^j. . 
^f tears did not come. The fury of the 
^SL^ sx:>ent, for the danger is ov-er vtrhen 
coraes. Not so with the child. The stor 
^^i-y was still raging, for the datigex-is no ^ 
tHe tears come. 

And zitj^aj is to bring theicv ^o her ey^. \ 

irr^'- ""^^ '^^ ^""^ parched ^^ps have r 

t>ve Lord? TT . ^^r^Awg- too 

^ f He who sxtiote tW ^v 
.waters gushed out T ""^ ^^^ 

^^^-- the sto' r ^""^^^^^^^yP^ 
"" ^^art, and «Ri,,,^ 
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Tr«E SToRij 



fi-o jrari jn-»ixi.«2 ^_yes' 



'"''"^enwte theproutf 



5t:oa:-x:r:i- 






*- me whirlwind and di^ 

^all direct the whMwi^d of an^er ^ 
^r^f«^ w^ves Of p^;^^^ «PeL',^ 

^l^^x^st^cJ for « x«on:ent, ,h, ^.^^ 

ai^d tl^e accents of Aferv^., ^^ .^^ ,^ 

eemed to repeat, "they ali 



jaer^i'V-^*^ »'' 




it s< 



l^v^ so few. Sonietiizies I tx^^'^^^^ 



trlx^:"^ 






.^^oxxJdza^t 3^00 join With mel . 



>c:>xm 



t;lu« 









in 



tpiuii-^^^^ 



„d Jieaven connected ^*, s^j^" ^ 

as she Jay, i;],^ ^ ^^^^ ***^ :^^ 




f-orehead; like oil on y,^ 'X;^ jV 
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,50 TH^OW^ ^OO^T«^^ 

pestuous waters; Ul^e t\ve ^^^^^^^ 
heata tbrougK the l\owlmg ^ 
wet nigKt, 

It seemed like a. wliisper iroi 

something wliich sKe in Iter fury ^ 

thing to do witb; wl^ich she ^^^^ 

to look upon^ or Uoly enough to un 

Opposed to tl^e atmosphere of w. 

in whicli sVie was now phmged, J^ 

such peace and love, and it seemec 

Heaven itself could not seem JioJier, 

heaven, and Heaven is peace and lov^ 

heaven itself seem more far awayl ^ 

Given up to all wicked feelmgs, sbt 

as it were, cut off from heaven, n'^'f^^ ^' 

universal love , a prey to hatred ^nrf t^ 

fit now to look from a distance on ^^^ 

peace and purity. So do ^^^e pk^^^^ ^^ 

theL.ost looking from their Place 0/ Da <^ 

the Heaven which might hm hm the^^ 

Struct with horror at iht contrast, ^ ^ 

to escape f^om so tembJe a condih^^ 

alo^d In Ker deske to be saved 
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TTmnt^^^^^ J" 



^l^E STORM. 

jVJ:e:r--*.0^"^^'' Thus £/o we ever seeJt 
f>:>x-t: £a.n<:l support; nying ever first tc^ 

fc>x-^etting that we have a friend ^_ 
trl^^n a brother, and that He k 









txxsv*^^^ came into her mind ag^^ 
-th^ ^^n^^ words as before. 

us <:>ur trespasses as we fo 



111 



.i^oulcl yoa not join mth me? . 



t ^^^^ ' ^ 4^jjiJr trespasses, as we forgive ^ 

E-^ox-^i^*^ ^£r^^^^*^ '^'^ - Oh God I help m,^^ 






1 



?i^^" 









P^ 



;^Glp me J 
^j^e in the storm, both ^,^ 



t:H^^^ ^^^ ^ calm. 



fhe si^^X:. 






Ixil-cl 



it ^ 



£j^ sound m the passage aii_^ 
**^ It was . . . rt 



*3J>^ 



ut'*^* 



' ^^ intently again. The 

lijS*^" ,^^jiisper, but the voic 



^^ 




^^ 



^" Digitized by ^ 



[le 



^^Meivynl" she exclaimeci ^ '* ol:i 4 

your' i 

"Yes, Kina, I've been her^ sonn<* | 
^ere never quiet a viioment, a,n.ci J \ 
yOU hear/' 

"Oh, Menyn/' said l^ina, *^ Linloofe 

"Hysh, Nina, I can't, Tln^ ^^^i 
-j^isten to what I am going to sa.y. T^ 

«Oh, thank Godl thank God/" si 
^tid the glad relief of tears came at 1 

^e all right now." . 

"Don't cry so, Nina dear* I will d 

J can find out more. K^eep quiet till % 

* ijd please don't cry/' | 

No need to tell her to keep quM 

gtorm-^empest has spent its fury, and' 

feeli^S^ ^^"^^ ^^^ away, dispelled by thd 

^f his voice. The tears came rairri//^ ! 

^e had left her, cooling tKe burning ey€ 

^^d tefteshing as a soft summer showe 

feeliugs came over her, feelings of r epe 



►. 
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^^^ 



.^- STORM. 

for a. little 
^eie, q"'^^«^^'^_ the firs. 
^ %I then-waiting ^^^ 



^^ ^^ xr^'^^^7^^ .t greater J door ^, 

^--^^1--**' ^^^*'" "oved. A great caln^ ^=^ — 
^^^ Jit:-*; ^x.-l ""j,e child. The docto^ 



^*. ^1^^"' ^^^*"^.^oved. A great ca'u. .^.^ 
^^ ,i**»^ ^x»^ "h" child. The doctor wa_ 
:1*^ ^i**^ ^1 ^^ striven to bring about >^a* 

J»^* li^^^ ^"^ *£d "°*- . ^ that H.^ 

^ ^-*:r^^ ^ j::^'^^ -i^ ^t everybody ^ "^X^ 

'" S *»'''t ^^t'; ""'/.^ .»T.hu.>.p-'»x. 

^* ^<i^^ -t,i**^ sLfid "^^ * away, 

^r ^^^^*^*^ U^^^ Then he ^ent ^^ J 

^>' ^^* ^ J^^ V^^***- done was being don^^ 

".r **" t:J-^*-^a 5 t-" '^ tirfi^<i' even thankful^ 
-^ ^ ^^^*^^I.*^P felt prayer. 







'3-+ 






l^alf pride, hstlf joy, tha:* Tott/ ' 3 
cogrtised. sls 0.1:1. ol3}ecit ^wotIu^ 
tion of time ^vKole \voAAse\vo\i 
house is ux>," slie repeated, hal^^^ 
tlkinking stboiit Totty/' 

A. loTig time elapsed, Anx ^ 
creep into lier lieart a^ain, wl 
of a. carriage driving avi^ay 
and slie started to her feet vv^i 
sudden cTniU at her heart. 

"He is going because h.e "^^ ^ "^ 

exclaimed, wringing her ha_x>cJs ^^ -— -^ V 

wincLo^w. Her susipicion, al^^ p 
wKen she caught sight of tl^e^ 
the distance^ and ItoitTi ftxat, xt\Ci 
Then came the longVag ^ ^ 
hefore, to see him— if onW 
^vith him, to hear his voV^ 
^^erself on her Vtvees arvi^ ^ ^^^^ 




xne 









v^ 
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l^e TOlockmg of ti^ ^^ ^^ 



^.l^e utvlockmg of tn ^^^ ^^.^ 
^ t*^^'' d entered; till a bana 

'^^^.l^^*'' , She saw b« motU^ ^^^^^^^^ 

^^^ ^ ^--^jf'.b.'.*^^^^'"'" rite face an^^ 
^v*. .^ hermo*e..whUe ^^^-^ 






**^^ l*^**'^ i*' 



i,ed the words whicti ^ 

s**' " -t**^"' t ^^^'^ ^nd she answered n*-' 

-s*=^*^ ^r%^ «- ^ ^ follows ^ 

a,^ ^<3 * lil^*' ^atn, she rose and to* 

*^^ t ^^ ii**-*^^^ in her little wnua 



.t*^ 












^^ 









rl* 



in tier Utile 
streaming. 

M^*^ r the i^^i-iL 

^ ^^. conscious of^th ^^ ^^ 






=^^ 



^^ 



,^^i.mK nurses? 
'* .^t» ^'^^^ _ =.^ nothing, bva 










v^^ 



jtJ* 



^(-tiiUgi 



'-r 



* l^i^-^^tt^^* The world seem^^ 
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f^' 






156 



-y-kW^oy^^ 



,ide ^nd ^^^ 



She knelt doTsvii \>y his si 
little hands, 

**Totty/^ sHe wY\ispeted. 
The iDliae eyes opened^ snc^ 
over the colouirless little face- 

"ISIma/' l\e just managed \^ 
Kina.'* ^^^^ 

iVxid as sl^e kissed ]iim— 








Digitized h^' 



xriicuwJN TOGETHER. 

for he wanted to relieve his full hear 
o«t to his mother a recital of the sad 

im. He had not a notion of whom t 
speaking. slowly he opened the t 
sowly he read the contents. But he 

-dtotryto^ J'"^'"^"^''^°^^- 
slightly. ij^^ ^ meaning dawned 

, ^ ^^ gathered that .,^-=. 
^vhy, or how, or v. ^^ ' 

prehend. ' when, he coMld. n 

"She is comi„„,„ , .^ 

IS coming here!" ^^^*^ softly f 

-t once what those Z "^"'^^ *^^^ ^^ '' ' 

"^-^^-co^i^^ ^-- -ords reall, 
"- Thursday .^^J*'^ Thursday/^ w. 
™^y days off-j ,^ '^^ixxg. T:w>a^r^e.^ 
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THROWN TOGETHE 



he5 



Magdalen /x tHere; she iS standing 

if he only turns his head, he will \ 

No meed for her to try and att 

for fear of startling him^ no nea 

her beating heart, and softly ti 

naiBe! He i^t^as conscious of her 

—knew the very rustle of her go^ 

of Iver light footfall — -_fe/i she was j 

his eyes ^-ith his hand before hq 

her, as if he feared to be dazzld 

what he had so longed for. | 

Then, too, suddenly, came j 

misgiving. Wonld she be change 

he some alteration? Would it h€ 

he reTnetnbered — - A^hose picture 

painting all the timel 

But when he really saw the 

his "glance rested on the well-knj 

the famiUai sraile — iivhen he met 

shining and glowing with love 

doubts and fears vanished. He 

Th'ith a glad cty, and went stra 

without a word. Nor did be fi 
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THROWN TOGETHE 

daughter j 

J^^d suffered from "'*"' ^^'"^'P'^" 

•^'S mother A 

'^^'-°"« feeC' t' ''"' ^'^ '^- 

°''« byegone tro >, °' '""^ '^^^^^ « 
j«t °f JVin^. °"^J«s, and he ret- 

"1 have u 

eluded. ..T °' ^^en her fi,- 
asleep." P-d anto her roo„, 

"'' «« o^ 
"Has not y^^,^ ^«h her?" , ^ 

^h^ never ^" *« her?" 

"But K ^°^^ ^"to Ni« , 

, naa th« ^^"^a's re 

.. :°- "°- ""o. jr"' "' «°-™, 

^^ she lot >. "^cjierJ j ^ 
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I 54 THROWN TOGETl^EB 

mother's re torn* He haJf Hoped tc 

and as he %vent along he lna<i del 

self whetHer lie would not i«ra.lce 1 

But when Ire stood by her b€ 

changed. She looked so pale ar 

he was q^uite selfish to l>e glac 

while she w^as so unhappy. liis b; 

when his eyes fell upon Her face, 

that she would wake to tlie memc 

deep as his joy; and he felt that 

be cruel to rouse her froni. her c 

pale and ill though she looked^ t 

quietly the sleep of thorough exh 

time she had forgotten her troubl 

she would rememher them direct] 

he could do or say could conaf 

quiet sleep she was enjoying. ^A 

for her, loving and willing as he 

sciousness could dol 



^ 



What would iw do for our 
Cod gtveth His beloved s 

So he sat quietly down by ber sic 
should wake up herself. He did i 



IL 



i 
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THROWN TOGET 

nervous fancies *v 
^gain need si.' ' «i<^kness, 

fear and dread '"^''^'"^ ^"^^^ 
laid for ever ^^^ ^^°^' '^ 

again need sh^.'^'V'^ *^^ "^^^^t i 
looked and d ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

-"^"^ lan.t> now "^^- .'^^^ ^^«1^ 
e*e lamb ivi« ' ^^^ '^ 'l^e Sh, 
'^•^ Saviour f °" ^^^^ ^«d e , 

I'^-ause /,, j^ ^ *^^^ jealous indi 
«ence ^vhen th "°' "^"^"^oned t^ 

'Z ^-- and ;:''^'' ^°-' In hi 
T" ^-^^ he 7' ^"^ *^- Shi, 

^"^ hun ^j^. . ""^^^ weak? 
No th„ ^'^'ther his Fath^ 

"ouehh ^ -rather w 

feehng^ t °*^ Self ^; , 

t,s. Lo « »»mg]ed 

f^und ]vier ^** almost 1, 

Mervynp. ' "^ by her bed 
"^'*^> softly. ■ 



"Di^tfee^J^y CjOOQIC 



^«ROWN XOGETl 



A more exr^** ' 

'-- taken aw"':^T^ "^"'^^-^ 
l^er hands in >.: *" ^PPear.', 

«T » ^^^ said 

I ^vas afraid of K - ' 

"Tell me all V "^^ ^^^^^^ 

*oo tired and t^ '^"^^ «n 

^ -- so n.uerto^ h ^^ '" ^^^ ^ 
Mervyn in ; *'''''•" 

^"^ «He listened """^ ^°"'^^ ^o^t 

r^-P-ed;^^::^- is the f„, 
"^^^^--^ nowt>. ^^^ finished. 

""Pulse ,J "^ darling,,, ^^ 
can 1 ' ^^'■-wing ^is J^ *^" ^^ 

void ^'^^ ^^^- Of he"? ' ^°" ^''^- 
. ''^ her life ^^^' tl^e ter 

"® en, ' smote „^ 

^ l^ad no ' ^^"^ begged 

""^ ^^e left t^ , ^^^^ 
, "^o love he 
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changed; =.„ the decision had gone o„ 
vo,ce Shook ^he„ .he .Hed ,o .peal., : 
he held out tre„,b,ed a,, over. I„ ;, 
the v,o,k had been done. The st 
nerved H t^ M.ddleton, had bee 
hadl« T""""" *°"'»- A strc 

-^ - .e.::::dt ri^t ^^th" 

we said before i^ * ^^^ 

-"uvo,.„::-x;n':;'t"=°"' 

°f Terrors had emerr^ '.. "^''^"* 

°f 1>« and Of .^"'^"^^"^ •>" stronghold 

t -'-a.h ';rr : t' ^-°--' - 

^«^- Nor h^,, ^' Power before 

-- .he Toi::: t-her ^°- - = 

^=^*i rushed to t>, ' '^^sed t 

^"^^-n a blood ve ''''''^^'^y ^^^ f< 

/I fled. Utterly „ ^ ^^' P^^' 

:;^^^ «^aid i„ ,,^ -— ved, eo„ 

'^^-^ sb^. "^"^ l^ouse Kad beei 



ioogle 



T. ""-^ «he fi,""- 7"^ very ,ho„ 

'"^ "--^'oon,.:^ '""--"be^ed 'he 
"- lulled ,r ' "^^ ->■« the 

" '"' -"" inar- "-^ -" °" 

ojie H^^ "* the o-j 

X " ^^^' price !! ''""^ ^' -t any , 

'^"^ b"t L,,/"^-'^ the girl, ,^^^ 
r* '^--- her"""^^ - the Z 

^ ^^^e >vas ^ "^ "^^""ed to care 

ha^^ ^' while ^11 

,/^tolen away ,^"-- occupied 

too ^ ''"'1 ^nter^d ^^^' ^^^ turn 



■ TJt^moiib^iy^OOQiQ 





mornmg, and his trivial tallciiig i 

plan it Would entail, liad driven 

seen l-io\sr Uttle the loss personal 

every word lie had let fall hi 

S^e had felt as iC tvo one but ^ 

cared for tlie child at all. An< 

^^nd for Ker, dared tiot go to ht 

pride— 

poor woman, she was h 

no'w ^_ T 4- 

^1^ Was positively from feai 

Such Was the state of mind i 
er when she entered the i 

d. reuef to her to give 

'* Magdalen," sa^H n* 

. *iy. at last, "have v. 

^ittce «« y^'i seen ; • 

*-« you came?" 

"OnlyMervyn, dear T . 
^./•Didhe^entio^^'^y^-" 

^^iftiundT' ^^y Of then; 



THROWN TOGETHER. 

been very 

the thwartitT^"^"^ *"*" ^^''- ^°^e «nhap 

• • ■ • »^y i^ot T*^ *''' ^^"^^"^^ ^^^^ <^«^^e 

^"•^Id hate »" "'^ ^°^- ^'^d now I feeT 
°"^«t either iJJ' ' ''"°'" ^^^ ^^ ^^^ of 
^^^^ ^-' So I " '^'"^ "'^^ ' ^--- -Vv, 

^-^r" '- -« her/'^^^^ • • • • yes, 

^°ok so ^ ' ^''^ added, half v ^ 
. . *•« different t *° hersel 

^""mphee over de ■ ^''"'^ ^^^ ^^e 
"^h j^ ^ ' despised . . „ ^^ 

shocked.' .!V J ''^"'' '^"^l^!" ia.^.^ ^ 
^-- What ^^^"''' ^^<^ia, X io ^^ 

r-*^ed::,,r:-^'^ --4. ^r^^^ 

leave K ^'"'ef. Tf ^ ^^^^e 

«er ai^, ^^ seern^ * ' 

seel" ""^^^^e. ^^ "^^^ to ^^ 

^ yovi __ 

, "No, no ^, . ""^^ 

"^^.t.^^;-- Be.c ^^^^^--^^ - 

f«tent." "^ y°ul vou ^^'^'^ t. 
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THROTJVN TOGETHER. 



Mervyn had been like him, j^ou wouldn't 
all thisl I mean even if you had had 
dren, stronger and finer than himl" 

"God forbid, dear," said Magdalen, 
what the girl was driving at. «r>o you , 
that the weakest and least prosperous J 
ways the one a mother holds most dearl 

"^L"7" ^'^ " ^^^^---^ Nina. , 

"Mai. ?r" ^^"^^^ ^-gdalen, bewildj 
"« ashamed Of ^ ?' ° <l^'Pi»ed 

bet^ef te° ""v. '"^^P^-'^^y ^•-ocVed. 
^cri the raotlier ^r^^ j 

'^"P'l^s th.„ ,he had ''""^^'" ^«™ 
'"'iWered. too r- «peoted. She 

'" *- -^-don JeTff T'' ''°'" '^"- ^i- 



*" -" m4t ;: 7;--<^-«a„di„g each othj 
"""^ P'ominen; .. ' "«^' ^"«-n .hem. 



1^ 



7" Pro«i,,„, =" "S^t between the.... 
'^»= Should he ;^:\™ *>« °--<i was tha 
'"'= -« quite ,^"J ^^''°- Mrs. Middleton 

" *" the cWW „as much 



tliat 



18^ XHROWK TOGETHER. 

*3on't think yoM ought to lose a moment in going 
to see her." 

Her gentle womanly heart smote her as she ut- 
tered the words; but foreign as it was to her nature 
to inflict pain, she felt in this instance that it was 
the only thing: to be done. But she was not pre- 
pared for the e0^ect of her words on Mrs. Middle- 
ton. 

"III.M* she oried, starting to her feet, and hastily 
throwing a sha.wl over her shoulders. "She is dy- 
ing, Magdalen! I see it in your face. Oh, my 
God! am I to lose two children in one dayl Take 
mc to her. OH Magdalen, take me quickly." 

And she piat her hand on her sister-in-laVs 
shoulder for support, 

Magdalen a,nswered gently: "Believe me, Lydia, 
no. She is not so bad a^ t\-val. Only i\\ enous\^ 
to require a mother's care and attention- 

^^She shall have both,- exclaimed Mrs. ^dtf 
ton, ^a^ would Uy down my hfe for her. I v 
do anything and everything I ean to . . /' 

Vrl^""" -P-al^mK, the door slowly open 
and Metvyn entereri i j- ^ i^ 



V 



i84 
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Very quietly Magdalen led Mervyn away J 
closed the door beliind lier. 

So no eye but God's saw tlie nieeting be^ 
roother and daughter- 



^ 



I. oo 



1'HK.O^VJN 'l.%^KJrlL,J. irHJ^'^* 



not encourage her to pursue tl\e ^^^^^^^SK^.^ ^ 

she did not continue it. She mex-ei 

^>i^ remsrked tl 

I^orci ^VardAaw would join tti^Gm stt ^j^jj^Mervy^ ^ 

soon a,s he was able, but t\\3Lt sh^ did not ^^'^ 

when tlnat would bej and then she wished the o^ 

X. ^o bed 
a. fon<a good-night, and begged hi^^ ^^ ^ 

^ qLiiioTily as possible, so as to 2-^ave a goo se 

. ^ . - TV^eV ^^^ 

trxe cxcitmg events of the Anv. ^^^^j 



after 

both, certainly, been through a ^.^^^/'^^^^ ^^ ^^*^' 



day. 



tioxx. ^Nina, after the meeting y^\th her ^""'^^^.J"^, 
broken ^own altogether, and the doctor, ^^^^'^^, 
^^^^^, had declared her to b^^ f ^'^^^ ^ \,. 
T^l ^^- ^ad never left he^ \ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
f^ ^^^ first been laid. The ^ 

' Jr! ** ^°* ^ c^ ^ /^^. ^^ ^^^^ 

a/7 J disposed tO WSn 



^^^^^5 '^^^ become feverish 

The doctor's orders tHat^ZTouTib^ iep^ 



der. 



perfectly ^— - ^ 

different ^'*"'^*' ^""^^ ^^^ confused by the sight of 
^^-, faces, were most «.t^=S:;— -*-->». 



-e of 



^-•^er'C/!.^ ^^^^^^ ^^-^^^ 



<^«cumst^^^^^ Lady Wardlaw 



had 
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THROWN TOGEXHER^ 

ana letters from Grantc 

than o^ 
fri 



had daily telegrams 

were on the whole rnore cheering 

Magdalei. also had satisfactory aocounts 
^ ;ss of his affairs m I 



husband of the progre 

and he seethed likely to be able to get away 
than he had expeoted. These letters wer^ 
shared with Mervyn. He had never mentione 

about 



any enquiry 

or sheer forgetf 
She kne 




slep-father , nor made 
Whether it was from perversity, 
ness, TMagdalen could not determine. 
well Mervyn's power of putting from hixii subject^ 
that were disagreeable or painful, and she feare ^ 
sometimes that he had really succeeded in shuttmg 
out altogether the fact of l-ord Wardlaw's existence. 
Had it not been that the boy had gone thxougb so 
much lately, she would have ciuestioned him about 
it; hnt he was at times, in spite of their re-union, 
so cast down and out of spirits, that she did not 
like to force unwelcome topics upon him. He wa 
sometimes filled with compunction for having left 
Nina just when she seemed to need him most; he 
never conld speak of T^otty without tears; and h\s 
a^J^^ety ovev the telegrams and letters was intense. 
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spring a^t oF l.eci with a shout, at the thought that 
he was really l^^elc at Glen-Mervyn. Back at Glen- 
l^ervynl B^olc ^mong the much loved sce77^^ ^^ 
the familiar surroundings! Bacir, mtHliis mother ^t 
tiis side, to t>e parted from her no more! 

When he went down-stairs and found her sitting 

io her usual place at the breakfast-table, he felt as 

if he had never been away, and as if the last three 

months had been pajrt of a hideous dream which 

^d disappeared like a. ghost at cock-crow. How 

delightful it was to revisit all the familiar scenes 

^ith his mother; to tstlce her to the gate where they 

had parteci, and to feel that all was over How 

delightful, later in the day, to pay a visit with her 

to the Vicarage, and to feel so independent of 

Gwen and her tactless speeches; to have no coo- 

cera with the prim little parlour and the stuffed 

hiids; to wander home in the autumn sunset talking 

it all over, the words tumbling out unrestrainedly 

^ of old, instead of having to write and 

theni* 



"Oh mother!" he exc^laimed suddenly, «1 f«l 



i 
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"Wj^ *^et^ „ ' J did not 

Wf* ^ the ^ "our Qv^ 

^ Were x. ^^^ige nr ^^J^p.' 

. * close '^'"- isolat«^ ^"S'e; 

as r'^'«- Chf"^^-^ «,[;">« seen. , 
>m/!" «nd J?'! ""ep yo. , ^^^- P ■ 



*'°« eW i""* it is 4"""" a, , . 

. *» *« ft >•• '-a i 
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THK.OW1N TOGEXHEK. 



-1 
1 



and mind full of ISIirta,. 

.so you feel x.o i-texest ^r^ any 
Glen^Mervynl" sl:^e said presently, fit 

tinned silent. ^^i Ji 

He looVed ^x^. snciilmg ^riglitly- 

^ayB tiglvt, xnotUer," lie said, -Is tl-c 

^^ you too, for tUe cHaxiges you h 

asted after a few minutes, "Have y 

^^^ o\xtside Glen-M^ervyn'i" ^ 

He put tlie q^Taestiom ratlver anxio^J 



up 



into Ker faee- 




*^Mervyn;* sKe said — and it was 
^Qi beard wlaat lie Had said, for ber 
l^g away OArer tlie fields— "]ust g 
the telegrapH l^oy is coming to the h 
\it vfant to t>e paid, or wliatt" 
M.ervyn ivent off, and can^e b 
anol\\et telegram in bis band. 
'^Tbere Avere two," be said- 
laii oK so q^uick, be bad not time 
\le banded it to bis motber, 
^vb\\e sbe read it. Somebow, tbe 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



^96 ^ 

THROWN TOGETHI 

shoJi^T^; f " -^^' putting 

that «= ^^"^ remember our 

that s,n,^^^ nightl" 

"Yes, mother." 
^^t the a„ 
voice. ^^swer came in rather 

Have vr\ 
*^' mother." 

P^-sed over "l ^^*"''^'* ^* ^'"^ ^"'•='^' 
t<v ^^r face. 

^Ou don't 

j^« frou> you \>r''° *° "^y y°" -» 

_ yn nodded. 

■•^ Was half ^ •, 

..^r!^'' ^""^g his head, wifh. . 

^^IScanv, -. > '''"flout ail 
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^^''^ Of tJie * ■ - ^ow ^hat w : 
^d soulj tli^ ^«band she lovt , 
flooded her lif-J***'^ ^ho in a f , 
her the gr^ce ^ ^^^ sunshine, 
radiated her t» ^'^^ ^^°^ ^^ ^ 
past had nex.ej^^^'^' ^°^ '^^^ ^^ ' 
and disapp^^j^^ ««own; and h 
be lost in tj^ ***ents of the ta*. 
happiness ! ^^.^ '^^^ completent i 
thought. Magdalen -w 

Am 1 getf-* 
Piness ougv^t ^'^^ ^elfish?" she a..i 

^^ feel for ofrT, ™^^ "^® J' 

me?" ^®^s. Can my n, 

°f her ^: r"'""'"^ *° ''^^ *^ idea I 
•acre. *"^^^«o^^d done not onb 

human ^*^ ^^° ^^stored tc 

by bj.. **^tute, "^^ ^^^ ^^'^^^^ « 
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THROVflS t°' 



,G-e 



^^^^ , 



• « 



%^- 



cH^^ 



Tt^ 



>4 



^rfTfTx ■Lyr, 



M«Lix>s of 1-ord v;.t*^* ^' ^^°T 



\elt^* ^v 



ii\. -W. I 



e^^ 



The next motmn^s t^r^-^ 

satisfactory as possible. *■ ^i ' 

g^e ^ad now on\y to get uV -^^ - 

"I wish s\ic could come Jfl^f^ 

a she would l^e so happy "witl^ ^ 

"1 hope she will come wl^^n sHe IS ' 
Lady Wardlaw answered; "but 1 SOIl ; 
if your Aunt Lydia will ever luaV^ 
part with her." ^ ^I^ 



Sub 



'^^"^^" on t 
then Mervyti got ready to q- 

at the Vicarage, ^ he Tn ^' ""'^II 
autumn v^oods lii^ thought/^"^ ^1' 



every suhiect hut th. ,\^^^^^^ 
completely escaped his tn ""^ ^ 

warm welcome from ihe ^,^'^''^- 
Ms pleasure at having M^'\";'7^-^ 
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T-^Ti^o^^visr -room 



sitting in the fire-ligViLt: , ^?i^a.il:i: 

Clinging to tlie ^^iretxiLolnL *^^i 

showered down, golden le^stves 

gave to it, he s^vux^g l^iroseli" 

the window, his ea^geir eyes 

loved figure in its a.ootistome<3 

long pELuse a.ntd el loTig silence 

^as audible irv tVie stilliness tl:^ 

ing ot" distant ^ogs^ tlie Joi^ 

3^nd the dista^xit voioes of pea 

their way home, Bttt no nea.r* 

An old Tjvhite o^v^l, -v^ho h 

her seat on the tree t>y the su 

branches, peered down upon 

an upper branch, as if wand 

that sat so very still. The si 

last hy a low soh, and th^ h 

<*Slae doesn't want me; I needn 

to give her her tea/' ^ 

There ^was a rustle a.niong t 

sKower of golden leaves from tl 

hatchet dropped from his seat, 

^^^ gathering darkness- 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



it 



Tae consoled lay Ixer soottiing kisses, ^^^^V^fe^ 
ances that Ke -was very much wantec^ 
tKa.t both sine and Lord WardlaW ^:,. ^ 
peetitig \i\ra every momentj and ^^^^ ^^s^^ 

could have become of him- ^^^:^ 

'*Ko^, darling/' she said gently* 
''"briAsli your hair and run down. 
Cli^rlic anxiously expecting you. 

** Ain't you conning, motherl" sa^ ^_ ,^c^ ^^^^ 

"ISTo, dear," she answered, cy^i' — ^t:\^. 

to dress. We dine eaxWeit V^-^^^^ 
yoia ^re not going to persxra,<i,^ 

^IVXervyn laughed a little au-*^ t^e " 
^^y^ and Magdalen, anxious to ^Icee 

f^l vein, talked on to him g^iL ^^ ,,^ ^ 
— >^ing his hands axvd \,^^.Vx^^ v' '"^ 



'^^^ 






^ 1 



^--te sure he ax^dl^ordV. ^^ "--^ 

wxtHout her, a.d had^T^^^^ ""^ ^^^ 
*^--- to themselves at «"*" ^^ 

«^ake fnends directly. 
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And he looked eagerly up i 

ace, with flushed cheeks and gi 

Lord Wardlaw took both t 

on the r;s%r^^^^^ *"^ ^^^^ 

°y s face, and he made 
The past r^ 
The likeness o"T "'"^""^ "^^'^^ 

indescribable ^ '"^ "^'^ 

-pressiou r^'!r"^^^--°fvoi, 

years, arid h^ ^^^'' *°°''^- 

face Of MagdL '"'""'^ *° ^" '°^ 

fi-t time He^ T ^'^^'^*"" ^^ ^ 
^e ]^ad seen her. 

" 'Reminded i,- 
™g. riding i^l ™'° *"°^^ibly 

*^- i-trod^" "^^ f"^' -^-' 
^"d, as it ^ '°"' ^« horse had 
"^ying. «'T J^'^^^^^^d itself, she 

_ ^^^-^^ it is not hurt." 

*t Was th 

™a-nner th ^ ''^ ^^™^ '"^*=" 
'^^^ straight T'^ ''"' '^°^^"- I 

to answer as he ha< 
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luio 



w 



temt 






^ftn, 



OVfN 



TOGEyj 



to 



■HER 



have 



^°"ched 



t*-,-„., ^^t hfs 



^■-e ev..-^ I>^C^^ ^o 






fh 



CJe; 



djsei 



^^^^^^'it -r,^ --* av,, 



at 



■1^ 



J ji til 



'^fjt r^'^cj^. . -«et 



^ s«bl^ 



V^ 



that /j 

an oJ(j ^s 



■ay 



"' tv" ,^- i.^r> <r. '^^^i 



'^^''.^. ^^' 



thatii^ ^e, J. 



o^ ^ J, 



i^ 



bygone ,!^^Sh«-f ^^> 



fsii 






his 



V, 



ifti 



^^•si/ ""■ ^^eir 



1. -lai. 









a »- -<* hio 



dat 



^ev^^ " ^le. 



"IH.. '^»- t>,r^^rert' "^ith 



es, 



*^i. 



-^ tH^!*^ th 



eci 



^V, 



and 



^y. 









^^ki.. "^ceij^ 



^re. 



ech. 



It 



^« 






>--cie;^^<^ 



Ms 



W^ Digitized Lf^ki,^ 
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THROWN TOCi^'iu^^ 

and he was perhaps a iiWe drea, 
' " '"°'' ■" 'he f„ll g,^ „, ^^ J. 

•° f=el the ho opi-iions, 

-»d he w '' """'"^ "o™""" V 

■^-- a eoT '° '°'^^' =^^'^>>- 
- Mervv° " ""-«• "O"-" 

cast an ■ "^ '"<^ " °n 'he hea 
*° anyone but A>r ""^ ^^^ ' 

!*■•<=' »e looird*" ■>««''.,„« „, 

. . "1^° you t„d """ ""'•'' °° ' 

^^ ^^platiatioii i^ow'? 
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.MotHer," answered Mervyx.,^ 

^et softening- ^ h t5 

„ Whose motHerl" ^.skeci I^ 

gently. ^ 

«toud appropriation. ^ 

LordW^raiav. stiU loolced "S 

' suddenly recollecting laimself, h« 

^eig^t, yes, 1 did not ^nderst| 

l.ord ^Wa.Tdla,w*s voice softens 
jiounced Viis wife's name, and 
shaipVy. For tliere was in tiie 
of pxoiid sLppTopriation that had 
oviri. It xniglTt liave been its ed 
A.nd a.t tliat moment sb.e ei 
ditmer, Lord lATardlaw advance 
fot \ier , TLTieonsciously coming 
vf\io was ixL tKe act of doing t\ 
t\tte^ \augVLed; but Uervyn's 
soonest, and lie brushed passed 
^eut and stood by his mother r| 
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2 14- 

love ana ^xx3oy l^is step-father ej 
slxe was oonc^med; be perfect^ 
Her, t>^t feel differently in her pr^ 
cOTitTeteTti^s about the chair ga^ 
How mSLttei:^ would be. Merv^ 
ca-re for Her and monopolise h 
reseni: X^ord W^ardlaw's interferer 
as sKe -wondered how it would 
tHat slve fell to thinking what 
tHcjirs -was. How curious it all w 
tHing life wast What an odd his 
Mo^vsr strange it was that Charli 
l^y a. cxirious chain of circumstj 
"weire, in Mr, Lyndsay^s home- 
scene Had the walls of this 
tiown. As she thought of that 
^S*^> sHe wondered how she ev 
it. ^?^rHat a life for a girl to lea 
to tiirn her thoughts that way 
wHile she was living out day 
monotonous routine, incarcerat 
CHarlie had been living out 
and chafing against her, agair 
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herself that ,% 

same char=i^+ was. Th< 

and n,«„e7 Ir' t"' °"- *^' 

"«- wantin ' "^ "^'P* »■><! 

I. J J ^> 3-iid God K 

had developed th ^ ^'^" 

'result was a ^S ^^"^^ ^"^"^ ^uppl 

^- '^e was no^"''' ^' "'^'^^ --' 
the like circur^ ' ^' ""^"^^ ^^^^^ 
Far from u. ^^''^"^^^ a soured 
t-"^d througi, \ ?, ^°"^^ »^i« life 
and power of ^ '^^^^'-al sw< 

^^^ *he Charm Tf'^'^^'^*^ ^h« fre 
^"' ^---ness i, ' T*^ the aln 
<=upahons. '" b°th his amusen 

^'^" *^>s ch. 

^'^ It has l^ 
''It loud- ^^"'"ortheK 

""^ spoke he ^ 
ne cai 
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timacy h ' '° ''''''' '^^'^'y 
^"' that all would be well 



i 
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XHROWN XOOEXHK 



I 



never fouTici it out^ — l3eeii a. war 

companion witli kindLredl tastes s 

raottier's interest and. sympattiy ii 

keen as t^ey tiad always been, v 

^e grew older, a little forced—^ 

loolcer^on. Sl^e could enjoy tlaer 

slie oonld not always join in thi 

on^ ever ready to sliare iir tliera, 

^est ELnd \inflaggmg zeal as hinis 

Lord WardlaiiV, on Viis side, 

feelings lils first introduction tc 

temporarily awakened, and daily 

new^ duality to love and admire. 

^o far all went well. But 

Vvarcaia^-w in any way came be 

His motKer, the moment lie inter 

egree^ vk^ith what M^ervyn cons 

^ignts, tl^at moment all was cha 

i^^ight be only that he 1 



It 

that H 



her 
Was 



mounted her on her ho 



^ flower from the conserva 

dr"" ^^^^^^ ^o set the boys bl 

agnation, and to make him ; 
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front, bounded over it. Lord Wai 

example, and then turned to assis 

Magdalen, in getting over it, 

tangled in her gown; and if Lord 

been close at hand, she must ha^ 

Mervyn, looting hastily rov 
position of .ff^i,,, ^^^ ^^^ 

fL "'^ "°' ^--i-g ^een as atte 

father. 

"It is an -awkward gate for: 

^- - 1^- thi d tr^ :r" T' 

--'^ you, Magdalen; '^^^^^ 

"I think it would be . 
answered. » and verv.i ' 

It had better be H« 
husband, »a<, w ^* °" 

A. sudden insane f..,- 

'*1F came ov< 

^^ always been i.-i 
"^s Very well/' 
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lie liad received firom his motb 

lie mutterea aga^irt , pa^ssiona 

hands; '*liow dare he roa^Tce 

She was nevex angry^ ^witlx me 1 

He did not go tiome till li€ 

self a little- ISIo notice iiva-s ta,l 

treated liixn exactly as if 00 tl 

only in l\is mother's eyes lie 

same grave sl^adow^ and it nfiai 

A fresli turn, however^ lAras 

by liis motlier*s announcement 

had written to say ISTina wo 

M:erv3m in a Cew days. ■ 

For the next day or two" 

for lier comfort and enjoyme 

tHe oHange with pleasure, am 

^ma's presence would divert 

f-onx herself, by g^^^^g ^.i^ ^ 

a-nd eare- 



On the 



hefore 
intend 



TO^orning of her e 



x^ 



starting for the Vkaragi 
Ms . ^.^^^^^^ garden he was 
"'°«--. clo.= .0 his own. 
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I 



:M:eirvyn stood in front of 

doisvnesLst eyes, his violets in hi 

not offer to talce them- He hes 

TSLising his Head, he l>ur5t out pa 

"Why does tie always inter 

faxiltl" 

X*ady Wardlaw made no a 
aw^a^y to the window, and stood 
"IVtother," pleaded IVIervyn, 
holding o\it his violets, *^ please 
**^3:o, dear," she answered ge" 
"I cannot take tliem now." 

*^W^hy noti'' iDurst out Merv 

*'They w^ould give me no 

sw^c^xed; "they w^ovxld only remii 

gift was only , . . what I fea^ 

is fast hecoming." fl 

«A?Vhatt*' asked Mervyn he 

Cearfvil to Kear the end of tlie ; 

'' Selfish ," sHe answered! 

entirely selfish," ^ 

'^ can*t help It," cried IW 



tault. 



I was never like this 
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listlessly, as uiaJjie his, ea 
siole. 

The vicar notfceci h 
tive, but he asked ^^ 
JVtervyn thus once ^^ ^ . 
little a.t the reason xa- 
Jiis mother had named 
-itl. Hixxx; but he fo,„^' ^^^ 
that he thought it best to 7 
ofT l..if_.3. ,, ,i,^, son.e Of 
I-efl to himself, Merv 

-itK Hin^self, and di 't ""^ 
«« ^a^dled along I^';."^-^ 
P-3i^le, Hi. return ::r'^ 
^^^ was getting J^o^e. 

"What in ft. """onte,? 
^"^ he stoop *;"°"0 « it, 

°f l-the .tep he *' ;'^ t-«a 
""'=' ^«= put Z"":-'^. 
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THROWN TOGUl 

'"' She sat i-u 

the fire *!^"'^ '^^•"^ her hand. 

"^-' had i„^°"" ^^^'■- Ab^enc 
^-d gro^^ 7"7«-^ herfeeli. 

"messenger of ^ "^'^'^ ^^™ 

*^ part or ^^^""^ ^'"d goodn.: 
^^ ^'^- light ^!'^'"^-^-- in her 
^*^her things ° ^^ ^"^^^^ exan 

^^" ^« i*^ter«.^ '■eminded 1 

"^ ^-- mind ^ f^ "^^ *■«- ever s 
'^^ memories .j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^e de. 
»^^^-hrir,i,i^/^; held so sad 

" ^^^ --S, 1; ^Jf ^ Totty>3 d. 
-Pport.a h,^ ^^« Mervyn ^j 

' ^°^nci Of h " ^' ^-- the 
•^--ght her to " "°'^^' that j 
"°^' ^he ^ ° "- ^^^'^er state of 
^^^ had f^^'^i^g after >, 
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*^*»»:owi^ 



^^tablished her b 

baited, to ^ *^^ *i 

seemed to K ,- ^ »iom 

"^^^^^ the ' P^l^ face/' A. 

* the setfeg su : 
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^34 

"He doesn't hurry "h 

esn t see us yet. la:^ ^ 
^-' - I think I hi.i. ^^^ 
f - Why, 1,.^ l.x.g J^^ " 

Nina's heart beat~ ^ - 
graceful fi^^^^ ^ ^^* ^^^^ 

-^old.hi"\"^^^°--*^^ ^ 
^ nide herself. 

^^^ not Je tr^^^ ^"^""^ - 
^-ok it fo. g,^;°^ 7.- fitting 

seized with a f ^ '""^'^ ^ 

°^ What he Lr'''"^ °*" ^"^^^• 

^^t now eonsci^ "^""^"^^ 

fvgure i^ its ' ^ '^^^ognised 

"^'°^ it the. ^^^ «^°umfng, 

^--^ Of 3ict„et 
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thkown togethek. 



N;„J.f """"^' -"-g out as he 

**cet liirti all 1 1 

sound Of h- '^'^"^'^ ^^^i°S fl'^ 

^ ms voice. 

Lorca Wardlaw felt a littl. 
the impetuo nerve 

Batten how "' "f """"^' ^^'-^rfng his st. 

himself i^ "^^^^ ^^^ delicate Kina 

^n readiness tf^ 
shoiild be V protect he 

"-- ^eetiCtrr r^" '^"^^ ^" 
^-^t medicines t^ ^^^^t^rous exn^ 
'''^"'^' the ^^^,.^" 1^°°- child CO 
-twined, ,,^ h"l°""'^' '^^ -^^ 

conversation, he ^^S^ther, i, 

fo"^ his r. realised fri, . 

smilinjj ,„^ ^^» and no 
tl^^ ^^* them 1- ^^^<i 1 



Digitized by 



Google 



t - 



238 
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lowed his evei-x^ r^ ' . 

deTfc^Kt n. ^ movement with an eVid 
,: f ' ^ ^-^^<l-len fancied a day spev 
-^e her fee" ' -t.sfaction to 

Lord WardlT """'" "* ^°""^- ^^ ^^' 

- ^ ne.:;t:;r:: "- ^^°"- -^ 

luncheon i ""'^ ^"^ ^ ^^^^^ <iist 

h°me A Jt^'"^ ^^-^yn in charj 

P'^^^J and the ^'''^'' ^' 

parties. go ,,"'^" cement gave sa1 

Bit 1 1 ^ays. 

get her ^ ^° sit in r, ^° 

her 1. "^^ <^^idn't r. - ^^^e 

^•^s. and re^u^^ ^^^ 



V. 
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to 



to love everybody, and h.ow much eai 
make everything. And it does make i 
happier. If I were to hear that s 
about hajipy homes, and the love of 
children, brothers and sisters, I shou 
it much better now. I feel it is all 
^ervyn. For if you had 'never con: 
I ^should never have known what be 
kind meant. You were always nice a 
and attentive to everyone, and mad* 
yov. ^1,„^^^^ you went. I am ab 
^ l^ike you, and am going to try m^ 

-.^rr^r^"^" "^^^^--' jumping . 
»---Hy /r ^°^'* ^--- -^at I 
doxi^;." ""^ ^^"^^^ to be p 

-^*^a looked at "u- 
"---^bered that . """ ^^^^ ' 

P"^^i«-d hi^ ; °" ^ *"°'«^er occa., 

^^^ ^-ci ^^l^'^"^^ ^-<i crept ,: 
^^J-ed M, ^^^^ able to ao 

"^^ flaw oovi\c 
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believed T^"' '° ''''""^' ^^ "^^^^ < 
trouble ,1 ''"'' *" *^^^^ i^fi^ite 

tensely' , 'f' '^ ""' '"'''"^ ^^'^^^ ^^^ *° 
^^^^Ssl tW '° ^''^^'''^ '° "'''''^ ^^^^'^' 

"^'- idolat^' ''""'°'' that such love 
train. Th ^"""^ ^^'•ought a host 0I 

^b- word, ' f"'''''^ """^^ ^"^^ "b^^^ 
"^" -ver lov I ^^'"" "*" *^^ P^^^^^t 
'' - -ot ;r. ^^^^^' P— ,, or sis 

''^s no ""■ such n ' ^°"«^* 
but' ^"' ^«h to "* '"•thful^ 

- -"-ort::^^ 
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THROWN TOGETHE ! 

»ou^d o„,y '™'"<^ ■»■= *at ray b„ 
" ^" ="'="'°'' for me U fas, , 
And the scale. f=ll f,,^ ^53 ^„ 

t'erhaps not," salH xr- 

, saia Nma, soft] 

-g -as very marked tI^"'^ 
when about to i Twice h< 

because he saw t """"'^ ^^'*^^ «^^ 
It. He went to bed .'^^^^ «^ 
t^ons. But he ^^^PPy> and 

^bout the gatei'^^"'' ^°'"^''* *° « 

^;,^--akfa.t, p,f;. '"^^ Magdalen 
'^"^ ^ hav. r"^^---thep. 

'>e carefui..> 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



246 

THROWN TOGETHEI 

him; "be^^T- - 

cidents." '"^ '""'"""^ "^y warning . 

"No fea^ . ^ 
^"^iHng, ,""; 7^^^ --ly one gu 

^- do ' ^ ''^""'^ be late to-daj 

^i^^- Wh ^°'''' "*'*^'^ half-past 
Where's Mervyn?" 
Mervyn 

dow. ^ ^""^ ^-a watching th 
'"^"> Witw^"^ '^^'^'' altogether. 

*^--eht ,,, ,;^^^; --y rate the 

""^ "^ 1-- ste''^: ^^^^PP— d she 
"^'^^ round ,!,^-^=^^^--. and Lord 

' ''^^ -f Plea' ''"^'^ ^^^-^'^-^ a 

.n^- ^^^1^-re ^^'^^^-1- and 
'^^ ^ere ^ ^°°^ d^al 

. detained there 

V Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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wondering why her uncle and cc 
It rendered her unable to tal 
thinking she was tired, took up 
to read. Nina leaned back 
watched her. How calm she lo 
she was reading her book, and 
seemed in it. Nina sighed, an 
^ as calm, and not worry hei 

th^"^^ - ^' S^ve her strength, he 

^^at it ^as but nervousness on 

ere was nothing really to be a 

**^ ^ill not let myself get (m 
naif-pagj five." 

pa^gj^'^^'^'y minutes past five, five 

heart T^' '''^^ ''^ ^°"^^ °f 
face ^^^" '° ^^^' ^g^i°' but . 

-^-hi°rr''' ^"'"'"^ "^^^^ ^^^^ 
^°t like ^^^^ything feel so like 

he doing?*'' ^^'""^ '* ^^ ^° ^^' 
possible Lo ^^^ should <5oM be 
^^ur. Wif '^*^ Wardlaw could h 
^ did he promise 



v^. 
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THROWN TOGET] 
"*^^1> it's nriH • 
'^^^' ^till trv- "^' "°*^°g' ^ 

so siiJy. g[ "S t° hide her fa, 

^■'•'e'^ens nie '"""^ '''^' dreadful 
*^' and „ ^ 

J"^* 'hen th ■ • • '"^ • • • 

^^"^ started. ''^°''^ ^'^^^k 

"Are yo^ 

early. , ^'^'^'nly ^^j 

'°"^ >^-u 3ee, : ^"-^^ *o shoot 
"'^' ^ --3ure y ' ^°^'t think h 

7 -ff all d^:^' '^ear. Me r.. 
shot, n^ ^^y, for ^ 

" the tim_ , 'y there is ^ 

' Nina la 
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OAVfj 



TOGKv i 



'^^^'"^^ oj r^n^,^ ^--r," Mag, 



*^e Vilj 









soo^ . ^^n bef< 



- ^ere '"'"^ ^^ 



> so f — OM- now." 



Ci: 



"Oh ^^M A, "^ords 



"^h.,,:r^ ^'^^ 



»S V' 



^oid 



Us 



sh 



ut 



the 



iio 



Wi 



thi: 






icj 



'*>§/ 



Otv, 



S.' 



'1^-1'eht 



AvVTvt 



«e , 



Paler 

She ^^^ «..,r^ . ,„„^^=^- 



eye. 



isr 



Itl 



ite 






°^ At- ^^ ^s 



>ai 



«n 



^d 



th 



V 
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after her il]ne^<? li,,*- ^t, 

ness. But she ouglit to 

time, in front r\r ^\.^4. 

urh.f roaring fire. . 

^ carious thing attitude v 
so much sonaetimes! What did t 
crouching attitude expressi 

fixation Of her "'^"^ *^^ ^ 

had heard it i! "^"^ '^'"'''^ ^"«-^ 

if ^W had not "''""*"^ ^' 

girl. arrived, she wo 

In the meanwhile <=v, • 
'' ^-^ not been Me '"^"^ *° 

passing, either sho """^^'^ ^°'''^' 
the sound of tK '^^^^ng to anoth< 

, . "^ gun. 

Ill vam! Th 

she was mistaken •'^°''^^'' ^""^"^ "^^ 
toy's voice • the '^^ l^'^^w in her hea 

*M had been th^'""^ ^^^ ^°^^^ ^^ 
many years! *^ ^Usic of her 
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"You are a brave little thing, J^'^^^^'' ^^^^ ' 

taking the icy hands in Hers; "but y^^"^ need^ 

a strain upon yourself any longer. ^^ ^B 

and tell me all about it. You need not be a 

for me. We will bear it together" 

Nina sank down, sob>bing, on th^ noor, 
her head against Magdalen^ s Itnee* Mag _ 
down and kissed het without speaking* ■ 

"It is hard you should have new troubles 
poor child," she said, faintly, after a pause; Bn 
she spoke she clasped her hands tightly togethei 
won't question you darling, for we both know 
we heard. But we won't give up hope y^t. i^ 
be that . , , it , . , was averted ]ust in time. 
In that case they will he here directly. ^^ 
wait patiently for ten minutes longer, aud thei 
if they have not come . . . we must send to se 
what has happened. Bo not speak, desat; tfv« 
BO need to answer. Only pray." 

Her bowed head sank upon het dasped 1 
her lips j^st touching the girl's pale hmw- 
si\euce reigned in tlie room-, tio sound bto 
solemn stillness; no sound of VamentaW^ 
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tilROW'' 



tc» 



iGETHEB^- 



c-fl 



KTt^^ 



TVie 



footsiep^ 



, vVe 






.evolution. W^tienstVe^-*' 



:.i)$g 



at rest. 

tie clnatted on, 






came to t\\e spot ^\ie« ^t^'='" ^^e^^^®*^ . , 
"Coii\d 1 not meet ^^"^ \ tuTt^^^^ "^^^ 
bact this aftetnoOTi," \ie s*^ ' ^e b^^^* 

face up to "his coTnpatiAOti» 

home toget^ierV KecX^°^*^^^ 

Lord. V/ardlaw put \vi.s "' 



at«^^''"' ..,ds»f 



i\»V' 



mr 



the boy ELS he answered, "C"^*^'* Lt«^ 

"Let TTie see. What stiaW we VC^*^^ . -H ti&^ 

we say tine old gate ' .^d, ' 



Suppose 



way to come after I leave ofi ^^ 
suppose X ^v.aA\ be tl.erc tiW a a^»^ 
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, However . "'"^" "^^ch 

^-i<i. as C" ^^ the ^!^^*" be at the t^ •' 

H^ ^«- thi^g J . he said 

'"^P-d for ^"'" ^° «: 

^o he. 



*ar if tT 
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"Stop!" jyj- 
aiinutel" ^^^" "^^'ed out. "Halloa! stop a 

l""^ ^H.t pre;;;,,^^!" *^^ ^-<1 tones of his own 
"'^ -"nd ^,^ ^^;;^ L-d Wardlaw hearing; or. if 
' --^ -ome ^h 1-s ears, he „,ust have thought 

^ t*^^ distance^ *^^ '°"g getting 

"Hex, ^^"'^^^---to.est. 

*e must bf. 
^^«^yn. uj ^^ 'nearly at the cr . 

'°'°'''^^'-":-^«e.l'*:^^!- Ms footing 



'i"'* a. ,~ ' ^°od „, . ™°'' "'m stop 

'"«= on ,."'= Iwkness JT. *°''Sht Utat Lord 
^"' -- nl';: «-=. -d. Ce ,""°' ^''«- "= 

. ^^ l^ad i,i3 ^^^sagreeable fall. 



THROWN TOGETHER. 

«••= -us, C ZZ """ '""""■^- And „o„ .he 
=P«'"-ng ther= tu" " """"■ '*«">".,s and de- 

"='v„., ° ""PPose i, could '^^ '°° "°'''"'"™ 

^--"tly. ,^. J ---ing ,he end Of T""""^ 

. ""^^ ^-l^n^.:"^ ^°---P^ stopped " ^°""^^- 

l^gl^t. and si J^?' *^^ broken K 

^^" *^-e r.'^*^^— 1, ^ ; ^^ ^ -<i<ien flash of 

"^^ "^"" ^^Cy ^- and .vid! *^- sounds 

plosion Of ^ !''°^- at oie, "^^"' ^^^--^ed 



"l^^n vvi.r ^ ^^r and . .^ ^^^^ the sov 
plosion .,:^^'^o- atoie'r^'^-^edeve. 
boy's voice. ^''''' ^^llowed ^ "^^^^^the loud 

^ ^^ agonised cry 



even to 
ex- 
in a- 
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How the b ^^^^ 

*ards teU ho "^ ^°^ ^^^^^ ^^ "^''^' '"^"^'^ 

°^-^ ". he' nelr J'"''"''' '"^^ ^"*"' *^°" *^^ <^^ 

■^--^ kneel <aow„ k'"^ ''''" "'^ "^''^^ ^°""' ^ 
'^'^ "-ver courr "" ">«^io«l-s figure as 

think. "* 'magine, he never coulty 

F'-ozen with 1, ^ 

:: ^ «-e <^epHver:;;r^^*^^^ ^^^ ^"^^' 

*^« darkness th , '^ °' "^°*^°'^- The 

^^'^S -nythi^^ ' ^°--^--^3, the impcsib 

^^--<i hin, or^he I "°' °' ^^^^ -^°^^ thi 

""^^^ *^- -ust haveT" ^° ^^^* ^° *^' 
7"-- With so^e '. """ "^^ -"d --ou 

'^"^^^ His fa 11"?^^^ ^Pot. how 4 
lonely pi "^ sport he W,a ^.■ 

voice !"'" ^ith the d ' '"^^''^' *° 1^- 
■^^ ^na ^^,, *^*^^ dead, Tr u 

"^ of6,, J^^ll. if his fr,,,„ f ^^ ^°-ld li 



Office ^ ' '^ his fro,_ ^ "" """ 

.astr^---^of'hri''-^^h-H Wl 



-c.;hrsr^^of\:\°-"'^^-^^ 

^^o ones 



on- 





p. 



2 5g THROWN TOGETHER 

Presently it seems to him so long since it 

happened, so long since the time he started \ 

Glen-Mervyn, his step-father in health by his 

the keeper and the dogs behind- That couU 

Have been this morning. Oh no , a long time 

His step-father has heen lying there many 

now, and he , for years — or all his life long, 

be — has been sitting silent, alone in the di 

with the dead. ^M 

Why should Thought at that moment si 

resume her s^way^ Hitherto he has been tO' 

too bewildered to collect his ideas; but no^ 

a moment, frona the darkness around him, 

brings clear tableaux before him, and g: 

them he rriust, whether he will or no. Tl 

tableaux — the past, the present, and the fv 

Puts before hixn first the picture of 
and happy home. l.ifelike and distin. 
moving figures, just as he saw them last. 
Shifts the tableau, and shows him 
^ts brightness arxd its joy are flown. T 
l^tm the sudder^ oor^viction that, throu 
sionate act of selfish rebellion, he has 
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^70 



. ^» Ke muttered, " goirxg fa,r a.way; never 
back any n^ore. 
^^ ^^"^'"tbat l.e was leaving, all 1:Ka.t lie was losing, 
^Vi^sbing over Kis soul like a v^liirlwixid, and a 
Game ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ aclimg lieart. 

5*^^ ^^other!^^ be cried, holding out His hands in 

fitness, "I shall never see you again! Oh, 

tti^ ^ 1 good-byel good-byel" 

jotbe ^^ coi^ld not leave her lilce thiis. He must 

joe vw^ay to tell her of lio>?v it liad all come 

of all he had meant to do; of his contrition 



inc 






ai 



- ^ firm resolutions. 

rid ^^ 

* ^.^ -^ave a xnessage to send lier," he said, sob- 






^unconsciously using tKe words of the fatal 
. ttan^i send it 1 must and will." 



^^ttbe echoes will not talce it, cruel and un- 



forgv 



,vii^g as they arel Help and succour have 



thro^g^^^^^ ^^^'^ wanting; messengers, tlien, are far 



^way^ 



Ob, what was the nearest liuraan habitation? 
^bat was the last human voice that fell upon bis 
eat'* K^^ puzzAed brain refused to remember; his 
^3,iiiting heart told him it was days and days ago. 
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friend. i^ ^°«HXHER. 

"*^^ give itT ^ '"^'^^Se to send her . ^ 

had ^ ^"' you. 1 »„ ^^' ^i^d no one 

■r..h:;,\^« too. .,,. icv««- „,. , ,„^^ 

hu„,.. ">fo„e^, ^^ chiw. T '°'*=' ^='y. 

' »>» not „,„d, 



w 
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laugh. 



*" "for yo^ inv 

n,- ^"^ nie ""^"uiu J ^'^' Jie said, 'augh- 

^^"'-^ a! "^^ ^-- T ^^^^' ^ should b^ in a 

^b^f haci ?^ ^^d th ""'^^d run .. °"^' """' 

^., '"^I^-n '^"" eo on ;V'^^^'>^^^' «°d 

so It will t^, • -.is ^"^ noxious ah 

to go on ^. ^tte^ are ^o f^^ i , . ' ^^^d 

^'1 don-, ""^ to ., ^^^1 not to ... ? ''^^; 
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^^'^^zirT^ "■" *-» -" 

•^^ unravel th«» «^ , 

^^d Willing ^^'"" '^^ig^ed in th, 
^-<i Ward W3^! --^- Wy , 

^ ^- entered .^ ''''^ ^'^^ Hi 
^h-ught he 3, ^^ ^^"« he had 
«- belovea ^p^;^^ -ver en' 
"'""^ seek ^^'"'"^"^ he had 
'"^---tions "^"^"- ^en.en.be 

door. ^^<i quietly ^"^ ' ' 

' ^ opene< 

^^ ha.rt 
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"^"1 W„." """"^ 'he tables A 

*<= looked T'""" •='^'"'8=d c„, 

"■'"■■ngdo,"'" "" about ;.""'""=* 
'"^""ng ^,^""1 d.»„i ; ->■ darling ,. ,^. ^.^ 

■'" "= '° u" ™" ^"d N ™ '° »-; "do .„. Hi, 
' "" '"-^mhlin '"''" ■■°und ,v 

S" ^=-v-. T- -""-M": '"«■'• '°"- or . 

Cd '"'™ 'h;^,:;"^ de.„„,.:^ ;-^ nev„ „„,„ 

«:: "-= ■^°>-:"' "'^Wa,e„',,.''j"; - one j.. 

Had Cl"'^ '-LT" *-'-d Jt ' ''«'°^* 

'»'P°s,i, , ■ '° d; "Se .-in^j . * ""^ mother w,, 

■L_ Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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disobeyed me before. Do not break my heart 

now!" 

«:Mother, mother!" cried the boy, in despair; 
«don'*=. please don't! If you only knew all, you 
woul*^ ^^y ^ "^^ right." 

"^ vouta^tr ' "°' '^^^^ ^" " ^^^ ^— <^ed, 
"if, a^ y°" ^^y* there « nothing?" 

.^e^use I have promised," said Mervyn 
„^ell trie one thing » she «o-^ 
, ^a; "why did ^' ^'"^ «^i^» and her voice 

{aVtere*^' ny did you shout and r^^„ 

.»,-ror when the «, ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ grief 

or terr^ « ttie gun went off?" 

"Oood gracious!" exclai,^.^^ -.^ 
,^i.his astonishment, "hTw d^""^"' '^'^^'"^ 
,,g about the gun? That is .l" """^ ^^'^ ^^■ 
ot to mention to you" ^^"^ *^°g ^ ^as 

Magdalen ^^s dismayed at th 
vrords. "^ ^^ the effect of her 

"There is ^om^. j 

some dreadful rv, 
said, rismg and advancing "^^^^^^T^ here," she 
you will not unravel it t ° *^^ ^^^^i "and if 
^iU" ' ""^"^ fi^<i others who 

She took the bell-rope i^ u 
about to ring, ^^en she ^a. ^^^' ^^^ was 

' ^^-«led by a glad 



. not 
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Mervvn a 
••^ bWdLg " °" '"^ '"«'' °f 1-- to execute 

^ith ho^ down on ti.^ ^ 

flung J "" '""^^ N-- The "'"' 

tale '"^^"'^ -* her feet. aJd '™''''"°'^^ '°^ 

' ^"^"^ poured forth his 
TKey aU , . 

interest tu "^*^ned with bren^i,i 

in vi ^* became quite ^^'^^^«« interest, an 

Of MsT^ ^^^-ueJe'r r;t ^^-"-^ *^e woods. 
-- o^? --n in the^,::---- -tails 
risen ar ^^^cribe the *k ^""^ when he 

^P her K ^"^ l^ad bro„ ^ ^^""^^^^^lon to which 
- el^r;-^ -ute Xl" ^C'. -— -d 

^-11 -nd f/^"'-l^imself^;r^" -°-l<i not stop, 
*^"^ all tb"^ ""^f-ssion . ' ''" *^" ^^^ ^-de a 
^'^ ^^-t b,"' "^^ l^ad fe"; ^"^ ^- --t on to ten 
^^-- he : ^^^ cior.1 ^''^^^ *^^^ ^^ ^^^ said, and 
^^^ to tb. ;^^^.^^^ ^- had gone too far. 
«g >Vith his mother— when 
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lips, *^ please do not praise me. Uncle CViaxlie, it 
you only k.new what I >vas "before lie came to Gran- 
ton, yon ivould see lio^w mncli 1 owe to liim, and 
how grateful I ought to l>e." 

She spolce in a tone of concentrated fervoui 
surprised out of her usna.1 reserve; and lier l^eaul 
ful eyes glowed and deepened as slie raised th^ 
beseechingly to IVLervyn's fa.ce. 

"Hush!- said Magdalen, very softly; «livLsh\ 
darlings. Love one another and be gratefx.1 to 
another, if yo^ will; l>..t: gWe tl.e praise on 
Hxm by whom you were tlxrown. t:ogetl.er.'> 

The boolc is ended aT^r^ ^x^ 
cWacte. K..e acted ' Cll^:"^^ I^ '^'^ 
has fallen oxx tl.exn a.11 "" ' ""^ ^'"" 

them; and returning ea.olv t" "" """"" ^" 

- only sligHtly renx««,^,r T,::" ""^'" ^^" 
played. ^^cer, t\ve p^^^^ ^. 

- -- Pa-tlas, tlve lesso^, 1"""^ ^- --- -. 



^^> ana. o^ 
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^^it, an atom - 

^ laii to pieces, 

^- «ea, do ' '^' g^^ttering skyi Stanc, 

treadi Yet ''°''''^'' '^^ ^*°"^^ ^^ ^^^e s: 

to brighten- ^^T ""^^ ^"^ '^^ ^^^^^^^ ^as il 
shore has its ^i ^^^"^ ^"'"''^ °^ ^^^ on l 
Alike m j^. J. 
. confusion. ^^ J ^''^ ^^^^^«» all seems cl 
shifting, the tov""'/^^ ^^""^ "^^«»s ever 
^° "^ tl^e stars se '"''^ ^^""^ ^^^^ ^^erj 

"^"f ^ over ^ ;;- P-rposeless way. , 
order. *" ^^^ation the law of 

the world '^^' *^^ i'ifinite v. • • 
^^-s_,\ ^^--- thrown r^''^' "' "^ 
workin ^^^«^ing ^^^ together in i, 

^usi':^ r ^^-^' oC " ^^^^^-^^^ ^ 

er»tatigiettve^t 
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id every i^ 
way. * 



ordered minds all things are out of course; to Him, 
all the parts, fitly joined together, are working up 
to the end He has ordained — to a perfect consum- 
mation. Silently is He ordering all things to the 
same end; mysteriously guiding our many feet, by 
the many thousand paths, to the same goal, blend- 
ing our countless notes to the same glorious 
harmony; making, by His Almighty power, "all 
things work together for good." 



THE END. 
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